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By Lindy Heim
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
in Merrimack County (FNRT) has 
just completed work along the 
ballast-covered rail bed of the 
old Northern Railroad between 
Potter Place and the town shed 
in Danbury. With that work 
completed, the Nothern Rail 
Trail now follows Route 4, es-
sentially, up to Enfi eld, then on 
to West Lebanon, going north 
from its Potter Place trailhead 
in Andover. 

In addition, about two more 
miles of smooth surfaced trail 
were added to the eastern end of 
the rail trail in Franklin. Prelim-
inary work started back in Sep-
tember when culverts and banks were 
repaired. Then the parade of trucks car-
rying heavy loads of hardpack rolled in 
and covered the compacted ballast with 
the fi ner material. Further compacting 
smoothed and stabilized the surface so 
as to be suitable for horses, dogs, bikes, 
walkers, skiers, wheelchairs and snow-
mobiles. 

As always, no motorized vehicles 
are allowed on the Northern Rail Trail, 
except for snowmobiles in winter. Now 
the rail trail is continuous through two 
counties for about 45 miles from South 
Franklin to West Lebanon.
Celebrate!

To celebrate, a trail extension cel-
ebration was held at Legace Beach at 
Webster Lake on October 9, that lovely 
Saturday of Columbus Day Weekend. 
Twenty-seven rail trail fans and dig-
nitaries came out to cheer the ribbon-
cutting ceremony conducted by FNRT 
President Bob Ward with Mayor Ken 
Merrifi eld doing the honors with the 
scissors. Bob pointed out the incredible 
amount of volunteer time, materials, 
and effort that went into the trail exten-
sion and thanked all for their contribu-
tions.

US Congressional candidate Char-
lie Bass lent his support as did Jennifer 
Codispoti of the Trails Bureau, New 

Hampshire State Representatives Leigh 
Webb and Dennis Reed, Franklin City 
Council member Annette Andreozzi, 
Tilton Conservation Commission mem-

ber Jim Cropsey, Franklin activist Da-
vid Palfrey, and politician Gene Chan-
dler. FNRT Board members present 
were Lindy Heim and Mike Loomis. 
Mike’s two-year-old daughter Siena as-
sisted with the ribbon cutting.

FNRT volunteers who attended the 
ceremony included Project Manager 
Chris Norris and compactor driver and 
milepost restorer Ed Hiller, both of 
Andover; volunteer coordinator Taffy 
Johnson of the Webster Lake Associa-
tion in Franklin; and Photographer Li-
sah Carpenter of Wilmot. The FNRT 
Board would like to express its grati-
tude to all those who volunteered their 
time on this project.

After the ribbon cutting, Ed Hiller 
lead a walk down the new rail trail, 
pointing out railroad historical features 
and explaining the process involved in 
converting an old rail bed into a four-
season rail trail. Most attendees re-
turned to schmooze, enjoy refreshments 
provided by Hannaford’s of Franklin, 
and take home maps of the completed 
trail donated by the Tilton Staples. 

Thank you, Franklin Recreation, for 
allowing FNRT to use Legace Park for 
its celebration. A fi ne time was had by 
all on that blustery sunlit day. For infor-
mation, news, membership, and down-
loadable maps, visit FNRT.org.  

Northern Rail Trail Now Runs 
45 Miles: Lebanon To Franklin

Ed Hiller (l) and Chris Norris were among the 
many volunteers who helped build the Rail 
Trail through Andover and beyond.
  Photo: Lisah Carpenter

Josh Adams, the new Assistant Teacher at the Andover After School Pro-
gram in the AE/MS Annex, takes a break from playing with Jeremy John-
son and Colby Hanlon. Photo and caption: Emily Furtkamp

PowerPoint
Volunteer Needed
If you know Microsoft 

PowerPoint or would like 
to learn it, 

please volunteer to 
help update the 

Channel 8 Bulletin Board 
once a week. 

For details, contact 
Charlie Darling at 

735-6099 or 
Charlie@AndoverBeacon.com

Do You Have 
EXTRA EGGS 

From Your Hens?
Donate them to the 

ANDOVER 
FOOD PANTRY
Bring them in to the 

basement of the
Town Hall anytime

the building is open.

Empty egg cartons needed, too!

PLEASE HELP! The Beacon relies on your support.


