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By Lindy Heim
Wilmot Ladies Aid Society

The Wilmot Ladies Aid Society 
started out as the Ladies Aid Society of 
Wilmot Flat under the auspices of the 
Wilmot Flat Baptist Church in 1884, 
founded by the 24 ladies who signed 
its constitution in that year. The names 
of the founding offi cers bear familiar 
Wilmot and Andover family names; 
Imogene V. Emons was the fi rst Presi-
dent, Laura M. Collins (Carr) was the 
fi rst Secretary, Ella J. Durgin (Ordway) 
was the fi rst Treasurer, Allie J. Chase 
(Sargent) was called the fi rst Directress, 
and Mattie Stevens (Sanborn) also 
served, possibly as Auditor.

By the mid 1940s, members included 
parents of many of today’s residents; Mae 
Chandler, Lida Gross, Annie Thomp-
son, Charles Thompson, Ina Rayno, El-
len and Ebba Vikre, Bessie Irvin, Edna 
Prescott, Alice Leonard, Lizzie Clark, 
Ida Jackson, and Liz (Thompson) Kirby, 
an active member today.

Prior to 1891, annual dues were 10 
cents. After 1891 they were amended to 
fi ve cents every other week. Meetings 
were twice monthly but are now once 
a month and always on Thursday after-
noons, as was true from the beginning. 
Interestingly, men could join by paying 
25 cents annual dues but were consid-
ered honorary members. 

The ladies were hard workers, sew-
ing, selling, and serving dinners. They 
supported various efforts in the com-
munity including giving to the Sun-
day School, making sunshine baskets 
of goodies for the ill, and contributing 
mightily to the church building fund or 
other perceived needs as they came up.

A major community fi re took the 
original 1868 church building on Octo-
ber 25, 1943, focusing the Ladies Aid 
Society’s efforts on rebuilding it. To 
help raise funds for the Church Build-
ing Fund, the Ladies Aid Society pre-
sented a show, Hearts and Gowns, pro-
duced and directed by Kay White in the 
Kearsarge Grange Hall, the site of the 
old Wilmot Community Association 
(WCA) building on Village Road in 
Wilmot. This play was the fi rst of many 
the “Jelly Lady” and fi rst female select-
man directed in Wilmot. 

Four years later, on November 2, 
1947, at the cornerstone laying ceremo-
ny, congregants celebrated the erection 
of the new church building by inserting 
a bronze box fi lled with a coin from 
1868, pictures of the old church and its 
original dedication in 1868, more his-
torical documents from the church and 
the Ladies Aid Society, and pictures of 
then Pastor and Mrs. C. Walter Bishop.

In February of 1954, an executive 
meeting of the Society’s offi cers de-
cided that the Society’s fundraising ef-
forts for the year would include smor-
gasbord suppers monthly from April 
through November, excluding July and 
August, allowing for a family night 
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in August at the Kearsarge Mountain 
Reservation (probably the old halfway 
house on the mountain). A list of the 
foods bought for these suppers includ-
ed chicken, lobster, baked beans, and 
homemade jellies. 

All-day sewing meetings were fre-
quent, aprons being a popular item for 
sale. There was a lot of energy in this 
group.

To this day, craft making and serv-
ing dinners constitute a big part of the 
Ladies Aid Society’s fundraising ef-
forts. Their biggest fundraising effort 
is the Holiday Cookie Walk held at the 
Wilmot Town Hall in early December. 
Participants buy the tin, then fi ll it with 
quality fancy cookies chosen from ta-
bles full of home-baked offerings. 

In the past year, the Society’s gifts 
of time and money have benefi ted the 
WCA, Wilmot Learning Place, Wilmot 
Baptist Church, Wilmot Volunteer Fire 
Department, the Wilmot town shed, 
and Wilmot graduates who seek further 
education after high school.

Meetings continue to be on the fi rst 
Thursday of every month at noon at the 
WCA Barn, allowing for good times to 
be had over lunch. Anyone wishing to 
visit is welcome! Contact any one of the 
members listed below to be a part of a 
longtime Wilmot tradition of friendship 
and community service:

Connie Jordan, President• 
Barbara Sanborn,Vice President• 
Sue Wilcox, Treasurer• 
Lindy Heim, Secretary• 
Alice Chandler• 
Lisa Evans• 
Pat Fleury• 
Barbara Gross• 
Mary Kay Huntoon• 
Liz Kirby• 
Julie Pellerin• 
Judy Perreault• 
Marni Thompson• 
Carol Weatherbee• 
Ann Marie Thomas, honorary • 
member
Mary Gutgsell, honorary member• 
Brenda Snyder, honorary member• 
 

By Lindy Heim
Wilmot Historical Society

The Wilmot Historical Society (WHS) 
will hold its annual meeting and present 
an exciting program, free and open to all, 
starting at 1 PM on Sunday, November 14, 
at the Wilmot Town Hall on North Wilmot 
Road off Route 4A in Wilmot Center. 

The annual meeting will take place 
fi rst, with the election of offi cers and 
reports on WHS projects, followed by 
refreshments and then the program. 
Hand-written reminiscences and relat-
ed objects from the Wilmot Historical 
Room collection will be shared during 
the fi rst program in the series, Treasures 
from the Wilmot Historical Room.

Featured in the program will be 
readings about life in the 1800s as told 
and retold by generations of Wilmot 
residents. For instance, Lucy Wells Hall 
wrote about life in East Wilmot about 
100 years ago. Joshua Holland recalls 
stories of settler and Indian relations, 
Josiah Stearns about his dealings with 
the local preacher. Also, Lida Gross re-
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counts life on her family’s farm. 

Another historical account is told by 
Fred Kinerson, remembering what life 
was like on his grandfather’s farm just 
after the Civil War. An unusual, even 
amusing, piece will be read about sickness 
and death as revealed in old newspaper 
columns of the time, from research done 
by Fred Ogmundson. Thompson fam-
ily memories will be explored, and life in 
Wilmot Center will be highlighted through 
Edith Goodhue Campbell’s writings.

Come spend an afternoon with your 
neighbors while listening to voices from 
our past. Sometime during the Sunday 
afternoon events, take the opportunity to 
renew your WHS membership. All area 
residents are invited to join in supporting 
the WHS by being a member. Annual 
dues are just $5 per person. Membership 
forms will be available at the meeting, as 
well as sign-up sheets with exciting vol-
unteer opportunities outlined.

For more information, e-mail Lindy 
at LindyCraig@HeimFamily.org or call 
Marc at 927-4596. 

Pancake Road & Route 11 Mon - Sat 10 to 5
Andover NH Sunday 12 to 5
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

The Constant QuilterThe Constant Quilter
Just in time for the holidays......Just in time for the holidays......

HUGE SAMPLE SALEHUGE SAMPLE SALE
50%50% off all handmade quilts,  off all handmade quilts, 

runners and bagsrunners and bags
Begins Friday, Nov. 26Begins Friday, Nov. 26

8 am to 8 pm - remains ongoing thru December8 am to 8 pm - remains ongoing thru December
while samples last!while samples last!

One-of-a-kind handmade samples so shop early One-of-a-kind handmade samples so shop early 
for best selection!for best selection!

You are Cordially InvitedYou are Cordially Invited
to a Holiday Extravaganza!to a Holiday Extravaganza!

Country CobwebsCountry Cobwebs
42 Kearsarge Mt. Road, Warner NH 0327842 Kearsarge Mt. Road, Warner NH 03278

Nov. 26, 27, & 28 10 am to 5 pmNov. 26, 27, & 28 10 am to 5 pm
CountryCobwebs1.netCountryCobwebs1.net

Enjoy samples and hot cider!
Many extra rooms full of local talent. 

Come and be a part of something special.
Share in the gift of giving – bring a canned good for the food pantry.

Antiques & Artisans TooAntiques & Artisans Too
at The Constant Quilter

Pancake Rd. and Rte. 11 Mon-Sat  10-5 • Sun  12-5
603-735-4100 www.ConstantQuilter.com

Antique Pickers ParadiseAntique Pickers Paradise
Ever Changing … Always FunEver Changing … Always Fun

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

Top prices paid for pre-1900 
household items including 
tables, cupboards, pottery, 

paintings, desks, chairs, 
cloth and paper items, quilts, 

dressers, etc.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512


