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Condensed from the October 10 
Concord Monitor

Following a short ceremony at the 
National Guard facility in Concord, 
74-year-old Ronald Collins watched his 
fourth-born son board a plane for Fort 
Hood, Texas, the fi nal stop before de-
ploying to Afghanistan.

Chief Warrant Offi cer Galen Collins 
of Loudon seated himself in the cock-
pit and waved to his father. At his com-
mand, the engine began to rumble, the 
propellers became a blur. Several min-
utes of taxiing passed. And then it was 
up, shooting through a crisp morning 
blue and out of sight.

“You sort of feel like something just 
emptied out of you,” Ronald Collins 
said as he walked to his car.

Seven men were honored in a de-
ployment ceremony yesterday as part 
of the New Hampshire Army National 
Guard’s fi xed wing aircraft unit, which 
will spend the next year fl ying surveil-
lance and intelligence-gathering mis-
sions out of bases in Kandahar and Ba-
gram.

The two men entering combat for 
the fi rst time are Spc. Ryan Broza of 

Hudson and Spc. Joshua McLean of 
Andover, who will serve as computer 
operators.

Broza, 22, enlisted out of high school 
and tore his ACL in 2008, about six 
months before his unit was scheduled 
to deploy.

“It hurt a lot not being able to go with 
them because it’s my second family, 
pretty much,” he said.

Broza, like McLean, volunteered to 
join the fi xed wing unit.

“Now that I’m better, this is an op-
portunity to do my part,” Broza said.

Broza’s mother, Corinne, fought 
back tears as she described her son’s 
determination to represent the country 
in combat.

“We both know that it’s something 
that he’s always wanted to do, as hard as 
it is being parents,” she said. “I’m very, 
very concerned – despite all the ‘He’ll 
be fi ne’ and ‘Don’t worry.’ It’s very vol-
atile over there.”

“The hardest part about this deploy-
ment,” Broza said, steeling himself with 
a 10-second pause, “is, uh, leaving ev-
eryone.”

Matthew Spolar can be reached at 
369-3309 or MSpolar@CMonitor.com.
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Joshua McLean 
Deployed To Afghanistan

By Susan Christiansen
Beacon volunteer

November is a great month in Amer-
ica! Not only do we have the opportu-
nity to celebrate Thanksgiving, but we 
also have the opportunity to honor our 
veterans and the freedoms they give 
us.

I grew up in a very patriotic home. 
We celebrated all of the great American 
holidays; Memorial Day and the Fourth 
of July, just to name a few of the many. 
But Veterans Day has always been a 
special day, along with Memorial Day. 
Two separate days, both honoring the 
men and women, past and present, who 
gave and are still giving us the right to 
be the greatest country on the planet. 

I think my brother, sister, and I were 
the only kids on our street who knew 
that the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month was another way to indicate 
when Veterans Day is, and that it marks 
the end of World War I.

So, on the theme of Veterans Day 
and Thanksgiving, I think it is a good 
time to refl ect on some of the many 
things that I am thankful for. I hope that 
you take a moment to do the same. 

I’m thankful for the families of 
Andover who have had loved ones 
leave to serve our country. For the 
support given as the men and women 
left, and for the celebration as they re-
turned home. I’m thankful for the love 

and support given by our town and the 
families here at times when some of 
our own gave their lives for us. For the 
support given as these heroes returned 
home. I’m thankful for the great school 
we have in town and that the students 
are taught to support and honor those 
who serve. I’m thankful to live in such 
a great country.

As we approach Veterans Day, please 
take a moment to learn more about 
what the day really means. Thank our 
veterans for their service, and encour-
age those who are leaving to serve. Ask 
a family of a deployed service member 
how you can help them. 

The holidays are a wonderful and ex-
citing time, but when someone you love 
is far away, or gone, it can be an incred-
ibly lonely time. The beauty of Andover 
being a small town is that we are nearby 
and can help to make a difference in the 
lives of those we live near; we’re all 
neighbors.

Remember that if you have a loved 
one serving, contact the Beacon so we 
can send The Andover Beacon to them 
every month free of charge. 

We are also looking for volunteers to 
be involved in sharing about their loved 
one’s service, past or present. We’re be-
ginning to hear from the community 
and would like to have even more in-
volvement. Contact us at Military@An-
doverBeacon.com or 735-6099. 

Andover Serves!

November Means A Lot To 
Andover Military Families
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SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 6
9 AM TO NOON

OCIC Gym
114 Cougar Court
New London

Turn your used 
equipment into 

cash!
Drop off 

Friday, Nov 5
5:30-8:00

For more details: 
TheOutingClub.NET

or call 

526-8321

JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies

603-286-8618

Dentist also speaks  & !

77 Franklin Street • Franklin 
934-4155 • eagleyedoc@myfairpoint.net

Our routine eye exam includes a thorough 
ocular health check, including screening for 
cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration 

and diabetic eye disease.

TOTAL FAMILY 
EYECARE

 Richard L. Talkington, OD
Let us provide all of your routine eye care needs!

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230


