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By Amy Makechnie
Andover Rec Soccer

Well done, fi fth and sixth grade 
girls! 

Going into a second season with a 
familiar team was both helpful and in-
credibly rewarding. Instead of feeling 
like we were starting all over again, 
we took off from where we left off last 
year. 

One year made a difference; each 
girl was stronger, more skilled, and had 
greater confi dence on the fi eld. We had 

wins and we had losses, few substi-
tutes, and injuries, but overall the team 
remained positive and continued to put 
in effort. 

Congratulations on a great tour-
nament as well. Forty-mile-per-hour 
winds in 40-degree weather didn’t get 
us down. Danika, Kaitlyn, Katie B., 
Cope, Annika, Jacqui, Betsy, Jessica, 
Alisha, Chloe, and Chelsea: Well done, 
and thanks for a great season! I look 
forward to watching you play soccer for 
many more years. 
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Back (l-r): Betsy Abrahamson, Cope Makechnie, Chloe Methven, Jacqui Mor-
ris, Annika Johnson, Chelsea Thompson, Jessica Lewis. Front: Katelyn Bar-
ton, Kaitlyn French, Dannika Kolesar, Alisha Smart. Photo: Amy Makechnie

The Andover 5/6 boys soccer team went undefeated in regular season play 
this fall, with a record of 10-0-2.  Team members included: (back, l-r) Coach 
Craig Perreault, Carl Hubbard, Kevin Barry, Finn Weber, Reilly Walsh, Noah 
Berry, Luke Weber, and Coach Kurt Weber; (front) Jared Duquette, Koby 
Perreault, Ronan Walsh, and Aiden Cox.  Photo: Becky Walsh

By Craig Perreault
Andover 5/6 Boys Soccer

 The fi fth and sixth grade boys’ soc-
cer team had an outstanding season this 
year. They fi nished the regular season 
undefeated with nine wins, no losses, 
and two ties. I must say that I’m very 
proud of them. They showed great 
sportsmanship, worked hard, played 
hard, and played clean all season. 

We had a very balanced team this 
year, with solid offense from forwards 
Riley Walsh, Finn Weber, and Carl 
Hubbard. Kevin Barry anchored our 
defense as sweeper, and Jared Duquette 
and Noah Berry were strong all season 
as defensive wings. Halfbacks Koby 
Perreault and Aiden Cox played both 
sides of the ball very aggressively and 
had a number of assists. 

Luke Weber was our all around tran-
sition player (fullback, halfback, and 
forward) and was very effective in all 
areas. Goal tending duties were handled 
by Ronan Walsh (a third grader called 
up to help us out). He was a wall all sea-
son in net. This team had a lot of depth, 
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with 8 of the 10 players scoring goals.

I would like to thank my co-coach, 
Kurt Weber, for donating his time. He 
brought a wealth of experience to this 
team, and I hope he wants to do this 
again next year. 

Also I would like to thank Alan 
Hanscom and Leighton Terwilliger 
for refereeing our home games – it’s 
a thankless job sometimes, but I ap-
preciated your time and service to the 
league.

In closing, I would like to thank all 
of my players – you’re winners! Not 
because of your record, but because of 
your actions. You showed up for prac-
tice, rain or shine, ready to work hard, 
stay late, and not complain. Game days 
you showed up well prepared and ready 
to play with enthusiasm and heart – for 
that I thank you! 

Also I would like to thank my family 
for their support – I’ll be home for sup-
per on Mondays and Fridays now. I had 
an awesome time and hope to do this 
again next year. Thanks, Merrimack 
Valley Soccer League! 

By Claudio Marcus
Andover Rec Soccer

The Andover 3rd/4th grade girls 
soccer team enjoyed a very good season 
that started and ended with a focus on 
having fun while learning some of the 
fundamentals of soccer. 

We had a very cohesive, hard-work-
ing, and fun-loving team. The members 
of the team were Hannah Asbury, Sadie 
Duquette, Summer Grainger, Hannah 
French, Britta Johnson, Vienna Marcus, 
Samantha Parkman, Savannah Pease, 
Brianna Tilton, and Sophia Weber. 

The girls enjoyed having the sup-
port of three assistant coaches from 7th 
grade: Riley Anderson, Keith Davis, 
and Logan Marcus. The practices were 
a good mix of team-oriented fun, some 
drills to develop basic skills, and plenty 

of scrimmage time.
During the season, the girls had a de-

cent record of four wins, one loss, and 
one tie. They also got three wins and 
one loss in the Bob Andrews Memorial 
Soccer Jamboree in New London, for a 
total record of 7-2-1. 

Overall, the team made great progress 
on our stated season learning objectives 
of being more aware of their positions, 
attempting to make good passes, and 
covering on defense, which will hope-
fully serve each of them well during the 
rest of their soccer-playing days. Most 
important of all, they all gained greater 
appreciation for the game of soccer and 
had a lot of fun while doing it. 

We are all looking forward to our 
next season. 
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