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Cathy Ellis hands Jim Goody one of many poinsettias Jim bought to give as 
gifts and to support the Andover Fire Department’s annual poinsettia fund-
raiser.  Photo: Charlie Darling

By Sam Brown
Andover Fire Department

Temperatures have been gradually 
dropping, trees have been shedding 
their leaves, and soon our roadways in 
Andover will be covered in snow and 
ice. Despite the superb plowing and 
sanding we enjoy in Andover, there is 
room for accidents, and, as fate will 
have it, the Andover Fire Department 
will get toned out to a few motor vehicle 
accidents this winter. 

What you can do to stay out of trou-
ble is to drive slowly, be courteous to 
other drivers, and exercise extreme cau-
tion while driving in inclement weather. 
Preparing your vehicle for the winter 
with snow tires is also a great idea. 

In the unfortunate chance you do 
fi nd yourself in a car accident, the 
Andover Fire Department is ready to 
assist you. At our weekly meetings 
this fall we have been re-training on 
our Jaws of Life equipment and famil-
iarizing ourselves again with how to 
operate the different tools. So far this 
year, we have cut open a minivan and 
a sedan inside our station to rehearse 
procedures. 

Our Jaws of Life set was made by 

Lukas Hydraulics, a company which 
designs and manufactures top-of-the-
line hydraulic rescue equipment in 
Germany. Our rescue truck is host to a 
complete vehicle extrication set and a 
hydraulic power unit to power them. 

When using the Jaws of Life to cut 
open a car and remove a victim, there 
are different tools used to cut open or 
cut off different parts of the vehicle, de-
pending on the type of vehicle and the 
situation. Wooden blocks, called crib-
bing, and pressured portable airbags 
can be used to stabilize the vehicle so 
extrication can begin. As soon as it is 
safely possible, an EMT from Andover 
EMS gets inside the vehicle to give 
patient care, and the fi refi ghters get to 
work. 

It takes team work to get the patient 
extricated as swiftly and as safely as 
possible. A hydraulic cutter is used to 
cut off the posts that connect the roof to 
the main body of the vehicle. We have 
two cutters and can use them simulta-
neously. Then, a hydraulic spreader is 
used to get in between the hinges of 
the doors and break them apart. The 
spreader has two long arms which are 
strong enough to pop the door right off 
a car, bolts and all. 

If other parts of the vehicle have 
folded in on the victim, such as the 
dashboard or sidewall, rams can be set 
in place and powered to push away the 
metal. In the end, you won’t be able to 
recognize your car, but this allows us to 
get someone who may be injured out of 
a damaged car. 

The members of the Andover Fire 
Department look forward to enjoying 
the same activities as you this winter, 
but if we are toned to a car accident 
and our Jaws of Life are needed, we are 
ready. 

Andover Fire Department

By Chief Rene Lefebvre
East Andover Fire Department

We will be spending Christmas this 
year with our daughters and son-in-law. 
That in itself is a pleasant thought. How-
ever, this Christmas will be our fi rst as 
grandparents. We all have become very 
fond of our little boy and I, for one, 
plan to make sure toys are the order of 
the day. After all, it is the job of every 
grandparent to spoil the grandchildren. 
Sharon and I will be no exception.

The holidays also come with sea-
sonal concerns for safety. One of the 
biggest, of course, are the live trees that 
we bring into our homes. Here are some 
simple tasks that can help you keep your 
home safe. 

First, pick a freshly cut tree. Lots of 
dry needles are highly volatile fuel and 
are a sign that the tree was cut a long 
time ago and is not safe. A freshly cut 
tree will be green, and the needles will 
not fall off when the tree is shaken. Ask 
when the tree was harvested. If they 
do not know, or you are uncomfortable 
with the tree, don’t purchase it. Many 
people sell locally grown, fresh trees 
and know when they were cut. 

The second task is to keep plenty of 
water in the tree stand. The tree will 
continue to drink water throughout the 
Christmas season. Be careful if the tree 
stops drinking, as this is a clear sign 
the tree has dried up and has become 
very fl ammable. The tree will scab over 
at the cut very quickly, and this slows 
the tree’s ability to drink. Cutting off an 
inch at the time that the tree is placed in 
the stand will help keep the tree fresh 
and safe. 

And lastly, place the tree away from 

East Andover Fire Department
any open fl ame. Seems obvious that no 
one would place a live pine tree too near 
a wood stove, doesn’t it? Oh, the stories 
I could tell!

And then there are candles. Let 
me think of a good thing to say about 
candles…. Sorry, not much comes to 
mind. 

As a fi re fi ghter, I see a candle as an 
uncontrolled open fl ame. Most tend to 
see that little fl ame as a harmless deco-
ration and, for some, a mood setter. I 
can’t help but think about what that little 
fl ame is getting into and what harm it is 
causing. I don’t want you to think that 
I am going around the bend. Although 
there may be some evidence … sorry, I 
digress. 

We have been to several home fi res 
that were started by the careless burn-
ing of a candle. Most of the time people 
just forget that they are burning. Any 
open fl ame needs to be checked often. 

The best way to burn a candle is with 
a glass chimney. That helps keep the 
sparks that come from the wick safely 
inside the chimney and away from any 
fl ammable material like your table cloth.

Christmas is a time to celebrate His 
birthday. It is also a time to be with family 
and friends. Your fi re department mem-
bers will also be enjoying this wonderful 
time with their families. Some will wear 
their best clothes; some may even have 
on neckties. (Well, it could happen!) But 
all will be carrying their pagers. Though 
we hope for the best, someone may need 
our help. We are ready.

Thank you all for your wonderful 
continued support. From all of us at 
the fi re station, have a joyous and safe 
holiday. 

NAPA
AUTOCARE
CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4848 • WalkerAutomotiveInc.com

100,000 Mile Engine Warranty
for $199

Call For Details

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

Let No Woman 
Be Overlooked

BREAST & CERVICAL 
CANCER PROGRAM

FREEFREE
Breast & Cervical Cancer 

Screening for 
Eligible Women

Ages 18-64
Call 800 852-3345 x4931

A program of 
NH Health and Human Services 
Division of Public Health Services

Please Help!
The Beacon relies on your support.
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