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By Sam Brown
Proctor Academy ’11

After three years of attending 
Proctor, I can say with confi dence 
that what I have learned here, and 
what I have taken away most from 
my Proctor education, took place out-
side of Proctor’s classrooms. When I 
drive through Andover, what stands 
out to me are the various houses and 
yards I’ve been in while responding 
to calls with the Andover Fire Depart-
ment and Andover Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS). The most valuable 
experiences in my Proctor education 
occurred there, learning from EMTs 
and fi refi ghters in Andover and East 
Andover.

It all started when Jake Johnson 
invited me to an East Andover Fire 
Department Explorer Post meeting. 
My friend Evan Gaskin and I weren’t 
always well received by the other Ex-
plorers, but when Jake teamed each of 
us up to go through an obstacle course 
with air packs, it didn’t matter who 
our partners were. Crawling, sweat-
ing, sucking compressed air out of my 
air pack, the Explorer in front of me 
was my life line out of “the building 
on fi re” we were searching or, really, 
the end of the obstacle course. 

The more Explorer meetings I went 
to, the more I craved the real thing: 
going on actual calls. My opportu-
nity came when I joined the Andover 
Rescue Squad (now Andover EMS) 
under the leadership of John Kinney. 
After sitting through three long, bor-
ing meetings, I was fi nally voted in. 
Carrying a pager was a unique adjust-
ment, and it did not help my relation-
ship with my roommate, but it was 
unlike anything I had ever done.

In 2009, the Andover Rescue 
Squad had 144 calls, and the yearly 
total is rising. For an all-volunteer 
squad, we were busy. Based on how 
seriously someone is injured, medi-
cal calls can range from easy non-
transports, to multi-system traumas 
requiring a helicopter.

When I’m on a call, I have to give 
all of my attention to what is at hand. 
As an apprentice-level care provider, I 
have the unique perspective of watch-
ing the EMTs give patient care. Things 
like setting up oxygen and bringing 
equipment from the ambulance are 
what I can do to help. 

Often I hold the clipboard and re-
cord information given to me by the 
EMTs. Blood pressures, for instance, 
are important to record because you 
can compare them over time to notice 
deterioration in the condition of a car-
diac patient. 

Houses without address numbers, 
unplowed driveways, and staircases 
are all big challenges when respond-
ing to calls. Getting frustrated or 
thinking too quickly are not op-
tions. Working together is the only 
option. 

Many houses in Andover have two 
fl oors, for instance, and getting a pa-
tient downstairs is done differently 
depending on the circumstance. No 
matter what, every call helps me learn 
more and better understand the mate-
rial in my EMT class at New London 
Hospital.

I have to continually remind my-
self that I am a high school student 
before a fi refi ghter and EMS provid-
er. I am reminded daily in Proctor’s 
classrooms to consider my options 
and take accurate notes, as I would on 
a call. 

When I least expect it, a memory 
from a lesson learned on a call comes 
back to me, and I can apply it to help 
me write a paper, or even solve an 
algebra problem. But no matter how 
busy I am in a class, I can guarantee 
you that when my pager goes off, I’m 
out the door.

Sam Brown is a Proctor senior 
from Pelham, New York.  He is a 
member of Proctor’s woods team, 
the Blackwater Ski Patrol, and the 
Andover EMS team. Sam wrote this 
article as part of his work in Proc-
tor’s journalism class. 

Life Learning, From The 
Classroom To EMS Calls

By Eric Johnson
Andover Planning Board

On Tuesday evening, December 14, 
at 7:45 PM the Andover Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on proposed 
changes to the subdivision regulations 
pertaining to fi re protection (Section 
14.5). The proposal would change what 
is allowable for fi re protection when the 
Planning Board reviews an application 
for a “major” subdivision of up to fi ve 
lots. 

Currently, the subdivision regula-
tions require any major subdivision 
(where one lot is divided into three or 
more lots) to provide adequate fi re pro-
tection – namely, in the form of either 
a dry hydrant (like the one across from 
the East Andover Fire Station) or a cis-
tern (similar to the one on Ice House 
Lane). 

The new proposal would allow an 
additional way to satisfy the fi re pro-
tection requirement – by a residential 
sprinkler system designed to a National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
standard known as NFPA 13R.

The idea of allowing NFPA 13R resi-
dential sprinkler systems to meet the fi re 
protection standard was fi rst presented 
to the Planning Board more than fi ve 
years ago. At the time, the systems were 
prohibitively expensive, and the tech-
nology was based on industrial-grade 
equipment. In addition, at the time the 
town’s two fi re chiefs were hesitant to 
endorse the residential systems.

In September of this year, Andover 
Fire Chief Chuck Ellis and East Andover 
Fire Chief Rene Lefebvre came before 

the Planning Board to encourage the 
Board to revise its rural fi re protection 
requirements and allow for residential 
sprinklers. 

“The State Fire Marshall is push-
ing these. I think it makes sense for 
Andover. It gets water at the spot of the 
fi re a lot faster than we can get there,” 
said Rene.

After some discussion, the Board felt 
it would suggest the change be applied 
to smaller (fi ve lots or less) “major” sub-
divisions. This would allow the fi re de-
partments, the Building Inspector, and 
the Planning Board some time to be-
come more familiar with the systems.

It should also be noted that the 
planned change would only apply to 
houses built on lots that were a part of 
a major subdivision approved after the 
date of adoption. It would not be a re-
quirement on any new home built on 
an existing lot of record at the time of 
adoption. 

In addition, any new home built on 
a two-lot subdivision (the so-called 
“Mom and Pop” subdivision) would not 
be required to install any sprinkler sys-
tem – let alone one that met NFPA 13R 
standards. Subdivisions resulting in six 
or more lots will still have to provide 
adequate fi re protection by means of a 
cistern or dry hydrant.

If you have questions or concerns 
about the proposed changes to the 
subdivision regulation, please join the 
Planning Board at its public hearing on 
December 14 at 7:45 PM. The meeting 
will be held downstairs in the Andover 
Town Hall’s meeting room. 

Planning Board To Hold Hearing 
On Fire Protection Change
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Five Wonderful Properties in the Greater Andover Area

Privacy & Water All In One 
Charming 3-bedroom cape on the bank of Kimpton Brook.
Beach access on Blackwater River. Walking trails and views. 
Large LR w/Fireplace.  2-car garage with shop & storage.

MLS# 4028318–Wilmot $350,000

A Little Piece of Andover
One-fl oor ranch with full basement. 19 acres w/brook on 
one side. 30x60 barn. Eat-in kitchen w/oak cabs and SS 

appliances. Living room w/pellet stove. 3 BRs/2 full baths.
MLS# 2828538–Andover $280,000

Spic & Span 2-bedroom Ranch
Attached garage, corner lot. Newly re-sided, insulated, 
shingled, plus a new well. Woodstove in living room, 
woodstove hookup in fi nished basement + storage. 

MLS# 2835408–Andover $199,900

Open Andover Building Lot
6.67 acres on quiet country road near Highland Lake. 

Easy commute to Franklin, New London, and Concord. 
Near golf, skiing, snow mobile trails. Lot is pasture/fi eld.

MLS# 2774451–Andover $65,900

A Great Place to Call Home
Shared access to Highland Lake. Top-of-the-line 

renovations nearing completion. Offi ce/studio, 2-car 
garage w/unfi nished bonus room, stone patio.
MLS# 4012523–East Andover $495,000

For up-to-the-minute property listings 
and MLS searches log on to our 
website: www.CountryHousesRE.com

Debbie Martin
603-456-6100
cell 603-748-2823
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Kearsarge Unitar ian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend William E. Nelson, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship on Sundays
526-8213 • kuufnh.org
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