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coined. His efforts have turned him into 
a celebrity in prep school circles, and 
it’s widely agreed that Chuck’s Corner 
is the longest-standing education blog 
in the world.

Chuck’s Corner is “the voice of a 
man who is surrounded by teenagers, 
and who is sort of bemused,” Will said 
this week. “It’s sort of like reality Web. 
Here’s what I’m seeing, here’s what 
I’m thinking about education and this 
school’s role in education.”

It’s been about 14 years since Will 
started posting a daily photo on a 
primitive Web site frequented by 
alumni. Then Proctor hired a Web 
development fi rm, and Will was soon 
working with a fancier site, one that 
allowed him to easily post multiple 
images and stories. When comment-
ing was added a few years later, the 
Web developers told Will he was run-
ning a blog.

“That was the fi rst time I heard the 
term,” he said.

At fi rst, the school’s administration 
knew nothing about Chuck’s Corner. 
Will describes it as a “skunk works op-
eration,” one that hovered just below the 
radar. That changed as Will’s following 
grew, but, instead of curtailing the blog, 
school leaders embraced it, at one point 
making Chuck’s Corner the centerpiece 
of Proctor’s home page.

The blog is visited tens of thou-
sands of times a year, Will said, by 
people all over the world. The Internet 
is an important tool for families con-
sidering prep schools, so Will often 
writes Chuck’s Corner with prospec-
tive students in mind. He also wants 
parents to feel connected to their 
teenagers, no matter how far they are 
from home.

“Knowing what’s going on, what the 
weather is like, is reassuring to parents,” 
he said. “Maybe they’ll see a picture of 
their child…. On family weekends, I’m 
almost mobbed. The greatest compli-
ment is when a family says, ‘We had a 
feeling of the school through your blog, 
and now that we’re here we see it was 
accurate.’”

Any marketing department could 
launch a similar blog, Will said, and a 

Chuck  from page 52 few schools have, but Chuck’s Corner 
remains unique because of its following 
and Will’s understanding of the Proctor 
community.

“I’ve been here longer than anyone 
else,” he said.

Will came to Proctor in 1976 as a 
history teacher. He rose to head of his 
department, and then transferred to 
admissions and, later, campus com-
munications. His wife is a teacher at 
the school, and both their children are 
Proctor grads.

He works from a small second-
fl oor offi ce overlooking the campus 
and takes three or four walks with 
his camera each day, a habit that’s 
earned him the nickname “campus 
paparazzo.”

On Thursday afternoon, Will’s mis-
sion was to document the fi nal hours 
of the fall trimester. Students spent the 
morning in exams and, around lunch-
time, began to migrate toward a row of 
buses and vans that would take them 
to airports and train stations south of 
campus.

“How did your exams go?” Will 
asked a pair of girls.

“They were lovely, Chuck,” one of 
them replied.

“What’s up, Chuck?” yelled a boy 
jogging past.

“Chuck!” someone said from under 
a duffel bag stuffed with laundry.

In the classrooms, students tend to 
ignore the camera, which Will says is 
good for their studies and his pictures. 
But outside, they perform, lining up 
for group photos and exchanging high 
fi ves. Classes will reconvene in less 
than two weeks, but there were still a 
lot of goodbye hugs and handshakes 
that afternoon.

The bags piled up next to the buses. 
A herd of boys rumbled by on skate-
boards. Will’s camera clicked and 
clicked and clicked.

Meg Heckman can be reached at 
369-3313 or MHeckman@cmonitor.com.
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More …

For our Beacon readers, here’s 
some more information about Chuck 
that wasn’t in the Concord Monitor 
article.

Chuck is involved in the Andover 
community as a member of the board 
of directors of The Andover Beacon. 
He’s also a member of the Andover/
Proctor Academy Liason Commit-
tee, a referee for AE/MS seventh and 
eighth grade soccer games, and has 
worked with the Andover Historical 
Society on various projects over the 
years.

Chuck is also the pianist for Nick’s 
Other Band, a classic rock dance band 
that has been playing in New Hamp-
shire’s Lakes Region for the past six 
years. It brings together a talented 
group of seven musicians with a vari-
ety of backgrounds that are fused into 
an exciting and entertaining sound. 
Visit NicksOtherBand.com for more 
about the band.  

Proctor Athletic Offi ce press release
Nordic Ski Program

Proctor’s Nordic Ski program, un-
der the directorship of Buz Morison, 
returns a core group of strong veterans 
this winter. Maddy Pfeifer of Andover, 
who earned podium fi nishes last year 
at the Junior Olympics and trained 
in New Zealand and Lake Placid this 
summer, will try to defend her NEP-
SAC Champion title and once again 
return to compete in the Junior Olym-
pics. Maddy will also take her tremen-
dous determination and athletic ability 
to the US Senior Nationals in January, 
where she will ski and compete in the 
biathalon.

Alongside Maddy, New London’s 
Amina Hughes, who earned the Coach-
es’ Award last season for her outstand-
ing attitude and work ethic, returns to 
the squad this season, along with An-
drew Young of Andover, the top return-
ing boy, and the team’s only female 
Nordic Combined skier, Sage Morison 
of Andover. 

Coach Morison is not only ex-
cited about the core group of return-
ing athletes but also about new in-
coming ninth graders from Andover. 
Jake Hubbard, who has jumped at 
Blackwater for years, will ski Nordic 
Combined, while Monica Newton will 
try out cross-country skis for the fi rst 
time, and classmate Emi Morison will 
look to contribute immediately to the 
program. 

While local student-athletes domi-
nate the roster, the beauty of cross 
country skiing comes in its ability to 
attract all levels of skiers, including in-
ternational students foreign to the sport 
like Alvaro Migoya of Mexico and An-
drew Duzs of Budapest, Hungary. Buz 
expects his roster to swell to nearly 20 
athletes this winter, half of whom are 
new to the sport!

The team will begin its on-snow 
training as soon as the snow hits 
Andover, but in the meantime they 
will be ensured some time on groomed 
trails as they will travel for a Decem-
ber Training Camp in Mont Ste. Anne, 
Quebec before offering a clinic at the 
Blackwater Ski Area on December 16 
and 17 with Carl Van Loan (two-time 
Olympian and Proctor alum) and Nick 
Fairall, an Andover resident who is a 
current member of the USA Ski Jump-
ing Team. 

Throughout the season, Proctor’s 
skiers will not only push their own per-
sonal limits on the beautifully groomed 
trails on both the north and south side of 
Proctor’s campus but will also develop 
their skills by teaching AE/MS students 
on Thursday afternoons. Be sure to stay 
up to date with the Nordic Ski program 
via the Proctor Academy Web site at 
ProctorAcademy.org.
Girls Varsity Hockey

Head Coach Christina Dotchin en-
ters her sixth year at the helm of the 
highly successful Girls Hockey program 

at Proctor Academy. Coming off a suc-
cessful 17-15 record during the 2009-
10 season, a core of returning talent, 
highlighted by locals Breanna Davis of 
Andover and Allie Folcik of Wilmot, 
have set high expectations for the 2010-
11 season. Christina, along with assis-
tants Karin Clough and Doug Houston, 
will look to her returning players to set 
the tone that “team” comes fi rst and that 
hard work, positive attitudes, and self-
less contributions to the group are not 
just an expectation, but a formula that 
leads to success. 
Boys Varsity Hockey

The Proctor boys hockey team is 
gearing up for another challenging sea-
son as several new faces will don the 
black and green this winter. After los-
ing the most potent combination in prep 
hockey to graduation last spring, there 
will be big shoes to fi ll this year in the 
forward position. 
Boys Varsity Basketball

Entering his 13th year as head coach 
of the Boys Varsity Basketball program 
at Proctor, Gregor Makechnie is excited 
about this year’s team due to their will-
ingness to play unselfi shly and dedi-
cate themselves to the defensive end 
of the court. Sophomore Blake Joppy 
of Gaithersburg, Maryland is the lone 
returning player from the 2009-2010 
team, however his development as a 
leader while serving as a captain and 
the quarterback of the Varsity Football 
team this fall will be extremely valuable 
this winter. With a young roster full of 
new faces, Gregor and Assistant Coach 
Scott Allenby will focus on the impor-
tance of team defense as the foundation 
of success this season. 
Girls Varsity Basketball

Last winter’s Girls Varsity Basket-
ball team saw tremendous improve-
ment throughout the season as their 
young and talented roster gained 
valuable experience against a tough 
Lakes Region schedule. Throughout 
the winter months, the individual tal-
ents of the girls began to mesh and 
produce some quality wins down the 
stretch. 

Graduating only one senior from 
last year’s roster, the six returning play-
ers, including Sam Carlson of Bedford, 
Raeanna and Taylor Lucey of Newbury, 
Annie Palmer of Manchester, Massa-
chusetts, Simone Songue of Yaounde, 
Cameroon, and Francheska Ventura 
of Lawrence, Massachusetts have gar-
nered valuable experience heading into 
the 2010 campaign. The strong back-
court play of Palmer and Ventura will 
be rounded out by the punishing inte-
rior presence of Songue and the relent-
less rebounding and steady offensive 
production of both Lucey sisters and 
Carlson. 

The energy and enthusiasm of both 
the players and coaches Lindsay Brown 
(PA ’02) and Lexi Garcia should pro-
vide much excitement on the hardwood 
this winter. 

Proctor Winter Sports Preview

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9


