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Air Force veteran and Andover dad 
Richard Przybyla came to AE/MS to 
share with the fi rst graders what it is 
like to work on a giant military plane. 

He brought in his uniforms, oxygen 
mask, patches, coins, and a chair that 
was used by the military on planes. The 
fi rst graders took turns sitting in the seat. 
Everyone was also encouraged to look 
at the patches and try on the mask. 

We all learned lots of interesting 
facts, including sometimes you need 
to sit for up to 20 hours in the same 
chair – a task that is nearly impos-
sible for most fi rst graders! 

Many thanks to Mr. Przybyla for 
coming and spending time with us. 
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Jim Clough tried an apple at lunch right after the Slim Goodbody Show, a 
national touring show about the inner workings of the body and the health 
practices to care for it, because as he said, “I want to feed my cells fruit 
and vegetables, and I want to live longer.” Good for you, Jim! 
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By Carmen Bates
AE/MS PTO

There are so many ways you can give 
and help out in the months of Decem-
ber and January. Popcorn is available 
every Friday, and we need volunteers to 
pop every week. We will be decorating 
wreaths in the gym on Saturday, De-
cember 4, and will need lots of people 
to lighten the load and be a part of mak-
ing our town look festive. The Holiday 
Shoppe is on Friday, December 10, and 
we always need volunteers that day to 
help the students shop. We  also need 
items for the shop. 

We will be having a PTO bake sale 
at the Christmas Is For Kids party at 
Bluewater Farm on Sunday, December 
12, and we will need bakers to donate 
goodies as well as jolly people to buy 
our goodies. Stop by, enjoy the party, 
see Santa, and enjoy something yum-
my! Before you know it, we will be 
needing volunteers to help with the ski 
and skate programs.

AE/MS Parent-Teacher Organization
Thank you to all the bakers who 

brought in goodies for the Veterans Day 
celebration. 

For many, many years, Heidi 
Terwilliger has been our sportswear 
person. Her son is now in eighth grade 
and will be moving on next year, which 
means we will be looking for a new 
volunteer to take this over. Heidi has al-
ways done a great job with this and has 
been a huge help in many ways! 

A new parent, Kristine Lane, has tak-
en over the ink recycling program, and 
we commend her for being so brave and 
taking on a project to help the PTO grow. 
Keep saving box tops, Hannaford Helps 
dollars, and ink cartridges for us! 

Our next meeting is on Monday, De-
cember 13, at 6:30 PM in the library. If 
you would like to help out in any of the 
activities above, please e-mail me and 
let me know what you would like to do, 
and then we can plan accordingly.

You can contact me at CarmenBates@
comcast.net or 344-9855. 

By Susan Schultz
AE/MS School Counselor

Mix It Up at Lunch Day was held 
during all lunches, grades one through 
eight, on December 1. Each student 
was given a sticker with a number on it. 
Each table was assigned a number, and 
students sat at the table that had their 
sticker number on it.

During our usual lunches, people 
usually sit with their “group” – the peo-
ple they are friends with and hang out 
with on an everyday basis. 

Mix It Up at Lunch Day gives everyone 
an opportunity to sit with different people. 
The hope is that while doing the brief con-
versation activities provided at the tables, 
students will all learn more about each 
other. They will learn what things people 
have in common with each other, and what 
makes each of us different and unique.

It is our hope that students will accept 
and respect each other’s differences and 
perhaps even make some new friends 
that they did not consider before.

Mix It Up At Lunch Day
This month’s Mix It Up at Lunch 

Day had the theme “The Beginning of 
Winter,” since we have already had a 
dusting of snow here in Andover!

Eighth graders Shelby Perreault, 
Erin Hanscom, Bailey Powers, Kel-
sie Berry, Olivia Henriques, Alyson 
Mullett, Kelsey Allen, and others did 
a wonderful job of helping Mrs. Schultz 
organize and put on this event.

Snowman decorations were on each 
table, and students each received a 
marshmallow “snow ball” for dessert. 
The eighth grade girls and staff mem-
bers all helped facilitate conversations 
at each table, and at the end of each 
lunch, the winners of each table’s “fun-
niest face” contest, showed the entire 
crowd their winning expressions – with 
much laughter from all!

Overall, the event was a hit. Some 
students even asked if we could do it 
every month. But to start, we will have 
four Mix It Up at Lunch Day- this year, 
each with a different theme. 

Mix It Up At Lunch Day was a big hit at AE/MS again this year.
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ing students will be dismissed early on 
Friday afternoons to participate in the 
Town program.

Those students who do not ski on Fri-
day afternoons will have the opportuni-
ty to skate at the Proctor Academy rink. 
We appreciate Proctor Academy staff 
for making this possible once again. 
Skaters will return to school in time 
for dismissal. Skating will also start on 
Friday, January 7. Students must have 
skates and helmets. We do have some 
skates available at school. We will also 

AE/MS  from page 48 make snowshoeing available again as 
an activity on Friday afternoons.

There is a beautiful new blue spruce 
tree in front of the school. We are so 
happy that Andover’s Conservation 
Commission thought of us when look-
ing for a place for this special tree. 

We had a nice tree planting ceremo-
ny, and Andover was offi cially desig-
nated as a Tree City USA. We are also 
grateful to Jon Champagne for doing all 
the ground preparation with the help of 
Conservation Commission members. 
First grade students shared their well 
wishes with the tree. 
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