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on whether or not this is a good plan for 
this area. The Board received many let-
ters from the public and abutters that 
they have not been able to review prior 
to the meeting.

At this point, Co-Chair Rankins 
turned the hearing over to the abutters 
and public. James McKenna spoke in-
dicating his home is halfway between 
Elbow Pond and the back of Pelletier’s 
property and feels the noise would be 
atrocious and would destroy the quality 
of life and property values. 

James Bassett, an attorney represent-
ing fi ve to six abutters and 20 neighbors 
spoke about legal issues involved and 
that approval of this application would 
be diffi cult for the Board due to there 
not being enough information and that 
the application should be rejected as 
a special exception and that the appli-
cation may be a variance rather than 
special exception. Bassett states that 
as this is a large commercial operation 
with 25 to 50 people, this does not fall 
within the terms for a special exception 
and that the application is different for 
“skeet shooting.” 

Bassett also touched on the six items 
of criteria for a special exception and 
stated the burden of proof is on the ap-
plicant, and feels the criteria has not 
been addressed by the applicant wheth-
er this should be a special exception or 
a variance, and also feels the sound, 
traffi c, and economic impact is lacking 
information and that studies should be 
required at the cost of the applicant. 

Edibeth Farrington of 443 Elbow 
Pond Road addressed the Board stat-
ing she purchased her home in April 
2001, since then residing in the home 
and updating the cottage for possible 
future rental for supplemental income. 
Have listened to the logging operation 
over the past two years and feels this 
proposal will destroy that which she 
has worked so hard to create. She feels 
she would not be able to rent the cot-
tage with the shooting range in such 
close proximity. She feels the stress of 
the constant gunfi re may force her to 
sell her home and the property value 
would depreciate; therefore, what kind 
of home would she ultimately be able to 
afford. She urges the ZBA to not allow 

this proposal to pass. 
The next abutter to address the Board 

is Susan Emerson who states she feels 
this area being residential / forested area 
offers many natural wonders for this 
town i.e. Ragged Mountain with the 
bulkhead cliff prominently displayed; 
the trail to the waterfall, and of course 
Elbow Pond. Many people make use of 
the wooded trails on a daily basis. The 
area also has a partial bowl-type con-
fi guration with a huge echo effect. Rifl e 
shots will echo loud and far and would 
absolutely change the character of the 
area. The traffi c generated by the shoot-
ing range would change the character 
of the community along with the noise 
generated and would make it impossible 
for her to live where she is, thus ending 
generations of living on this property as 
well as the plummeting property values 
– would she have enough money to build 
somewhere else, where would she go? 

Stacey Viandier spoke from the 
1906 town history speaking specifi -
cally about the location and topography 
regarding Elbow Pond. “This sheet of 
water lies nearly easterly from the for-
mer residence of Samuel Swett, and 
was probably named from the peculiar 
confi guration of the shore lines. At a 
point near the south shore an echo may 
be plainly heard, and from this circum-
stance many visitors have call the pond 
Echo Lake. 

Charlie McCrave, an abutter, ad-
dressed the Board regarding a “noise” 
study. Sound generated by a rifl e range 
is about 90 decibels at 1.8 miles, un-
der ideal circumstances it would be 90 
decibels at about 1 mile, suffi ce to say, 
that’s pretty noisy. For impact of the ri-
fl e range at that particular area, a sound 
engineer and a lot of studies would be 
needed, but McCrave certainly doubts 
it would meet the requirements of the 
ordinance which is 60 decibels at the 
property line. Study also recommends 
rifl e range be located in industrial areas 
close to highway so noise blends in with 
noise already there. There would be a 
signifi cant impact on property values as 
homes in noisy areas do not sell well. 

There are some letters that the Board 
received including one from persons 
who have vacationed here for almost 30 
years and are considering purchasing a 
home here, however, if this proposal is 

approved, they would not purchase the 
property. When people look for proper-
ty in this area, they are looking for rural 
and quiet, and the letter-writer feels the 
valuation of the properties would de-
crease and potentially be non-saleable. 

Fritz Hunting spoke next thanking 
Mr. Pelletier for his years of service. 
In review of his letter presented to the 
ZBA, Mr. Hunting stated the proposal 
is a business or commercial operation 
and that is not a Zoning Ordinance 
“permitted use” in this area; this shoot-
ing range will produce, as an inherent 
component of its operations, signifi cant 
noise of a continuing nature; the prop-
erty is in both the forest / agricultural 
and agricultural/residential zones and 
the only access to this property is from 
designated scenic roads, Old College 
Road and Elbow Pond Road; the Pel-
letier property is nearly surrounded by 
conservation easement land; also abut-
ting the Pelletier property is a nearby 
700 acre Newman/Town of Andover 
conservation easement and he feels the 
purpose of these and other Taunton Hill 
area conservation easements would 
be undermined and negated by allow-
ing any shooting range on the Pelletier 
property. 

The Andover Master Plan trum-
pets rural neighborhood values (based 
upon Andover population surveys) and 
recognizes the special characteristic of 
the Taunton Hill area that will be im-
pacted by the proposed Pelletier shoot-
ing range. Any potential shooting range 
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in any residential area would reduce 
property values and the corresponding 
tax base. The extensive wildlife in this 
recognized wildlife corridor would be 
negatively impacted. 

William Bardsley spoke next, briefl y 
overviewing the letter submitted in op-
position to this proposal. As a full-time 
resident of Andover and owner/operator 
of Elbo-Edge, a summer resort estab-
lished by his family in 1922. He feels 
the noise would change the lives of ev-
eryone living on Elbow Pond Road and 
Old College Road and feels his business 
could end if this proposal is approved. 
Also included with his letter are letters 
from regular Elbo-Edge guests in oppo-
sition to this proposal. 

Mike Henriques, Headmaster of Proc-
tor Academy, spoke briefl y regarding the 
noise and safety of students as they have 
classes that take place in the woods (for-
estry; wildlife science as examples). 

Mr. Beaufays, owner / operator 
of Highland Lake Inn, spoke brief-
ly stating that he feels his business 
would be destroyed should this pro-
posal be approved. 

Gerald Hersey, Andover Conserva-
tion Commission, submitted letter stat-
ing objections to the proposal and the 
necessity to protect the rural character 
of conservations. 

Sandra Graves spoke next stating 
that she would hate to see the tranquil-
ity lost with this proposal and that the 
easements around Elbow Pond are a 
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