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Adam Barry, Colby Jones, and Brynne Makechnie pose near the tree donat-
ed to AE/MS by John Siemanowicz, owner of Highland Farm on Applecrest 
Lane. The fi rst graders decorated the six-foot tree to welcome guests to 
our holiday show in December. Then the children made bird-friendly orna-
ments and hung them on the tree to feed their feathered friends during 
the long winter.

By Brenda Lance
AE/MS Reading and Math Teacher

Students and staff at AE/MS partici-
pated in the National Day on Writing on 
October 20, 2010. Everyone gathered in 
the gym, and students were given the 
prompt below. Everyone went back to 
classrooms to write. We would like 
to highlight staff and student writing 
throughout the year.

Here is the prompt everyone was 
given:

Each of us in school will be writing 
about a place that is special to us. This 
could be:

A spot in your house (your own • 
room, a secret closet, a cozy chair)
A place in nature (a rope swing by • 
the river, a walking trail)
A place you visited (Storyland, the • 
Aquarium, grandma’s house)

or it could be any other kind of place 
you can think of that is special to you.

Here is some of the writing that staff 
and students produced.

“Early this morning, some time in 
that void between homeroom and the 
beginning of announcements, I spied 
a fl y fi shing book in a pile of free-time 
type reading resources. Obviously put 
there for the outdoor recreational stu-
dent forced into a classroom environ-
ment against his will. 

“While looking through the pictures, 
I could feel the river washing around 
me, the feel of the line in my left hand, 
fresh off the water, cold, clean, and 
smooth. In my right hand I could feel 
the rod, the dry cork stealing moisture 
from my skin, two worlds apart, but 
working together.

“Seeing the streams, the lines un-
winding through the air, send me back 
to a place of my youth – a time before 
careers, before family, before time be-
gan.

“I learned to fl y fi sh on the mighty 
Winooski in Vermont, a place where 
river still ran wild around a bend and 
under a railroad trestle that stood as 
mighty as the Roman Aquaduct. I spent 
many days here, a place between here 
and there, a place to go and spend some 
time because time was plenty. 

“I don’t have this time anymore. 
The river has all but disappeared for a 
bit, run dry. I can still feel its pull, the 
trout hiding in the shadows, that perfect 
cast, drift, and hook set; the feel of the 
trout pulling the line from my hand as it 
makes a run.

“I will have to go back to the river 
again, maybe by myself or maybe with 
my boys. Showing the river to my chil-
dren, teaching them what I know, and 
letting this place become theirs may 
make my time away worth it.”

~ Ryan Murphy, Middle School sci-
ence teacher

“Addison, Maine, is my special place. 
When I go there, I can always plan on 
resting and relaxing. The everyday wor-
ries of home, family, and work seem to 
get pushed aside. Lying on the beach, 
reading a book, searching the water’s 

edge for sea glass, eating lobsters and 
clams, sitting before bed in front of the 
fi re pit, and visiting with new and old 
friends makes life good.”

~ Lynn Tiede, Middle School aca-
demic support teacher

“Water lapping. Soft waves break-
ing. Shells and rocks crunching under 
my feet. A breeze blowing. Strangely, 
no seagulls cry.

“I have the beach to myself. It is 
amazing. Such a beautiful place, and 
there is no one else. I can walk all along 
the water’s edge dodging rocks, pausing 
to look out at the islands, the sun danc-
ing on the water, the hills off in the dis-
tance to my left, pines to my right, and 
not a person in sight. 

“I love to look for interesting shells 
and small rocks. Sometimes I fi nd 
feathers. If I walk early in the morning 
it feels good to sit on a rock and feel the 
sun on my body while I watch an oc-
casional lobster boat go by or the cor-
morants dive into the water. I always 
have some small treasure to walk home 
with.”

~ Holly Gagne, Elementary School 
academic support teacher

“Once I went to an American Girl doll 
shop, and it was all pink with fl owers. We 
had a fun time. I went with Jane and my 
mom. I saw Kaya, and she was beautiful. 
I like Kaya. She is my favorite.” 

~ Ruth Anderson, grade 2
“I went to Canobie Lake Park with 

Nolan and Kinley and my Uncle Ryan 
and Auntie Julie and my mom. We went 
on the water slide. It was terrifying. I 
screamed!” 

~ Katie Bent, grade 2
“My special place is Andover. I live 

there. It is a great place for animals to 
live. Bears, foxes, frogs, chipmunks, 
and squirrels all live in Andover. The 
lakes are beautiful.” 

~ Jim Clough, grade 2
“Cape Cod. I go to a campsite. At 

the campsite, I play with Matthew and 
John. We love to ride our bikes around 
Area One. Our area is Area Two. I can 
ride my bike all the way to the beach by 
the sea from there.”

~ Colin Coolidge, grade 2
“My favorite place is Montana. It is 

really far away. A bunch of animals live 
out there. My dad tells me about when 
he used to live there. Grizzly bears live 
there. They are huge! We have family 
that lives out there. We have been going 
there since I was three.” 

~ Lillian Furtkamp, grade 2
“My favorite place is my apple tree. 

Even though it is an apple tree, it does 
not give apples. I just love it because I 
can play hide-and-seek in it.” 

~ Cedar Kedaish, grade 2
“I love to play in my house because it 

is fun. My bedroom is my favorite place 
in my house. I like to run in my house. I 
like to be alone when I play.” 

~ Ethan Meyerhoefer, grade 2
“I like the woods because I can make 

stick hideaways. You can do your own 
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