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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

The arrival of winter means it is Bee 
Season once again at Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School. Our Geography 
Bee was held before the winter break, 
and the Spelling Bee was held in mid- 
January.

Congratulations to Noah Berry, our 
AE/MS 2011 spelling champion! You 
may remember that Noah Berry came 
in a very close second in 2010. All of 

our spelling fi nalists did a commend-
able job. Runner-up, and also a gifted 
speller, was Kelsey Allen. 

All the fi nalists did a super job and 
progressed through many nail-biting 
rounds. Special recognition to fourth 
grade fi nalists Nelson Makechnie and 
Britta Johnson, who kept pace with the 
middle school students right through 
the fi nal rounds. Noah will next com-
pete in March in Plymouth at the re-
gional level.

Congratulations to our three-time 
AE/MS Geography Bee champion, 
Austin Hawks! Austin now completes 
a written exam and awaits word on the 
next level of competition. Good luck 
Austin! 

It was a grueling contest as nine fi -
nalists took the stage. Congratulations 
to Hannah French, Matthew Reynolds, 
Noah Newton, Alex Crucitti, Kaitlyn 
French, Curtis Chamberlin, Logan 
Marcus, Josiah Wagner, and Alyson 
Mullett for making it to the fi nal level 
of competition. Hanging in there until 
the very end was sixth grade student 
Curtis Chamberlin. It was a tough com-
petition.
Breakfast At AE/MS

Breakfast has become a popular op-
tion on winter mornings. Breakfast is 
available to all students. The breakfast 
menu is varied, nutritious, and tasty! 
There is time to get breakfast and still 
make it to class on time.

Speaking of breakfast, parents 
should have February 17 marked on 
the calendar for Parent Breakfast. It is 
always a treat!
Snowshoes

We have lots of child-size snowshoes 
that we are happy to lend to families on 
weekends. Let me know if you would 
like to borrow a few pairs to get out and 
enjoy the snow.
Zumba At AE/MS

Zumba has come to AE/MS! Grades 

two through fi ve “zumba-ed” back into 
the new year on the fi rst school day of 
2011. Parents were encouraged to join 
us as we danced into 2011. 

Zumba is an invigorating fi tness ac-
tivity with popular music and routines 
for all ages and stages. AE/MS is fortu-
nate to have Roberta Hollinger, a certi-
fi ed Zumba instructor, dance and move 
with students on Mondays in January 
and February. All grades levels have 
the opportunity to participate in Zumba 

classes.
Community Meeting 
On Bullying

Dr. Malcolm Smith is com-
ing to Andover on Tuesday, 
February 8, for a community 
meeting on bullying. Dr. Smith 
is one of the leading speakers in 
the country on the topic of bul-
lying. I had the opportunity to 
hear him speak in September, 
and after listening to him I ex-
tended an invitation to him to 
come to Andover. His message 

is an important one, and I wanted him to 
share that with our entire community. 

It is my hope that we will have over-
whelming attendance for this impor-
tant meeting. All are invited – parents, 
students, community members, grand-
parents, coaches, and anyone who has 
anything to do with children. We have 
arranged for babysitting and will have 
pizza and beverages to purchase. Please 
consider coming from 6:30 to 7:30 PM 
on Tuesday night, February 8.
School District Meeting

The annual School District Meeting 
is Tuesday, March 1, at 7 PM in the AE/
MS gymnasium. It is at this meeting 
that the school budget for the 2010-2011 
school year is voted upon. There are no 
major additions to the school budget.
Winter Activities On Fridays

The Town Ski Program is underway. 
One hundred and twenty-two students 
are dismissed on Friday afternoons 
to go to Ragged Mountain Resort for 
snowboarding and skiing. Those stu-
dents who do not go to Ragged Moun-
tain go skating at the Proctor rink, 
cross-country skiing at Blackwater Ski 
Area, or snowshoeing on local trails. 
AE/MS students are fortunate to have 
these Friday activities!
AE/MS Long Range Plan

Action planning for the Andover El-
ementary/Middle School Long Range 
Plan for 2010-2015 has started. The 
second meeting of the full committee 
will be held on Thursday, February 17, 
at 2 PM in the AE/MS library. Please 
call me if you would like to help. New 
members are most welcome! 

Future meetings will be Thursdays, 
March 17, April 14, and May 12. In addi-
tion, there will be sub-committee work 
on technology, energy conservation, 
facilities, academics, and communica-
tion. Call me or stop in if interested.
Coffee And Conversation
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Noah Berry (l) won the AE/MS spelling bee; 
Kelsey Allen was the runner-up.

See News  on page 45

By Paul Hubert
AE/MS Band Director

On December 6, the Kindergarten 
through fi fth grade classes took the 
stage to offer part one of this year’s Hol-
iday Concert. Opening the show was 
the brand new AE/MS Middle School 
Chorus with The Star Spangled Ban-
ner. As they sang, some waited patient-
ly behind the gorgeous new royal blue 
stage curtains. When those curtains 
parted, the kindergarten charmed the 
audience with He’ll Be Comin’ ’Round 
For Christmas.

The gym was packed that night, with 
standing room only as the two halves 
of the fi rst grade entertained with The 
Heat Miser song and its “polar” oppo-
site, The Snow Miser. 

Next, as those stunning curtains 
continued to open and close, the second 
grade treated us to Woody Guthrie’s 
I’m Gonna Mail Myself To You, fol-
lowed closely by the timeless favorite, 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, by 
the great Johnny Marks.

The third grade followed with the 
traditional English folk song Soalin’, 
performing with prowess on both vo-
cals and soprano recorders. Next, the 
fourth grade performed the traditional 
African Noel and Rockin’ Rudolf.

Finally, The Flat Foot Floogie (with a 
fl oy, fl oy) and Jose Feliciano’s Feliz Nav-
idad by the fi fth grade closed the show 
with a touch of shuffl e and some holiday 
sparkle. Did I mention the scat singing?
Holiday Concert, Part 2

Part two of this year’s Holiday Con-
cert program was presented on Decem-
ber 16 in the AE/MS gym. The concert 
kicked off with a mighty rendition of 
The Star Spangled Banner by the Mid-
dle School Band. 

The Fifth Grade Band played a solid 
set consisting of Up On The House-
top, Two Sides of Winter (In The Bleak 
Midwinter/Jingle Bells aka Bleak Bells), 
Sunrise, Sunset, and Boil That Beat. The 
band showed vast improvement with their 
singing melodies, lush harmonies, and 
rock-solid percussion section. Bravo!

Betsy Abrahamson next showed her 
solo chops with an excellent perfor-

mance of Shusti Fidli, a folk song from 
Czechoslovakia.

As Betsy left the stage, a group of 
Middle School students fi led onto the 
risers placed in front of the stage. The 
Middle School Chorus! Something new 
this year for AE/MS, the Middle School 
Chorus has been rehearsing since Sep-
tember and, other than a brief appear-
ance at the Veterans Day assembly, this 
would be their fi rst concert performance 
ever. They were in fi ne voice.

The set began with the traditional 
round Music Alone Shall Live sung in 
two parts. Jambo Rafi ki (Swahili for 
“Hello, my friend.”) followed; a multi-
cultural offering. Just Stand Up by Be-
yonce Knowles was up next, a timely 
pop tune with a message. And, fi nally, 
especially for the season, The Man with 
the Bag by Kay Starr and Jingle Bell 
Rock (Beal and Booth) closed the choral 
portion of the program with the perfect 
touch of holiday cheer.

Next up on stage was Nicholas 
Terwilliger playing John Williams’ 
Battle of the Heroes from Star Wars on 
his tenor saxophone. Nick, who plays 
alto in the Middle School Band, showed 
his stuff by negotiating some extremely 
diffi cult phrasing, using extended rang-
es and all with a full, round tone that 
most players take years to accomplish.

Finally, the curtain parted for the 
Middle School Band, which showed a 
level of skill and control that was truly 
amazing. First up was Leon Jessel’s 
Parade of the Wooden Soldiers, a holi-
day favorite complete with sleigh bells. 
Saxcapade by David Meyers followed, 
featuring the saxophone section and 
allowing them to show their groove. 
Next When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home Again lent a somber tone to the 
program. The last number was Non Piu 
Andrai from the Marriage of Figaro by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, evoking 
the grand style of the Classical period.

Our two concerts were evenings of 
fi ne music, skillfully performed, music 
that the students put lots of time, ef-
fort, and talent into making happen. We 
hope that we were able to brighten the 
holiday season for our audience. 

Performers Sparkle In 
AE/MS Holiday Concerts
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