
The Andover Beacon • March 2011 • Page 3

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

hold the tax rate for the Town portion of 
the tax bill to $2.37, up 9.2% from the 
2010 rate of $2.17.

The annual Town Meeting is Tues-
day, March 8, at 7 PM in the Andover 

Elementary/Middle School gym. (Note 
the new start time, half an hour earlier 
than in years past!) Again, all voters 
are urged to attend this meeting to par-
ticipate in the discussions and to vote on 
the appropriations.
Tax Bills

The Andover Fire District’s im-
pact on the total tax rate this year is 
unchanged from last year, while the 

East Andover Fire Precinct’s impact 
is down 1.5%. If Merrimack Coun-
ty’s impact on our tax bills is the 
same this year as last (which may not 
turn out to be the case), and if all of 
the budgets and assumptions above 
come to pass (which they may not), 
then the tax on a $200,000 property 
in the Andover Fire District would 
rise about $90 this year, to $3,490 – a 
2.6% increase. The same property in 
East Andover would rise by a dollar 
less, to $3,433. 

any guide (and keeping in mind that the 
school budgeting process requires the 
budget to include funds for contingen-
cies that often don’t come to pass), it’s 

not unreasonable to think that there will 
be some surplus available. Last June, 
for example, the school provided a sur-
plus of $221,764 that was then used to 
reduce 2010 tax rates.

If a similar amount were to become 
available in June 2011, and if all the 
other projected revenues turn out to be 
pretty accurate, then the 2011 school tax 
rate could wind up at $11.88, which is 
2.1% above the 2010 school tax rate.

To be a part of the decision process 
regarding the school budget, plan to at-
tend the annual Andover School Dis-
trict meeting on Tuesday, March 1, at 7 
PM in the Andover Elementary/Middle 
School gym.
Andover Town Budget

The proposed 2011 Town budget (net 
of pass-through items that don’t impact 
this year’s taxes) comes to a total of 
$1.286 million, up about $75,500 (6.2%) 
from last year’s net budget (which the 
2010 Town Meeting decreased by 5% 
from the proposed budget). The Se-
lectmen propose to utilize funds from 
previous years’ unexpended balance to 
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TAX DELINQUENCIES
As of December 31, 2009 

the Town Tax Collector reported 
$500,113 in unpaid property 
taxes owed to the town. As of De-
cember 31, 2010 the fi gure was 
$385,007, down 23% from a year 
earlier. By February 10 of this year 
it was down to $316,509.

calls by time of day showed an unusual 
spike during mid-day hours on week-
days when compared to the previous 
year. Weekday daytime coverage has 
historically been a problem area for our 
volunteer squad, whose members also 
must work to support their families. Yet 
Andover EMS increased its response 
availability during this time for 2010. 

In spite of the challenge, Andover 
EMS needed mutual aid, primarily 
from Franklin and New London, for 
only a small fraction of the daytime 
calls in 2010 because we were very 
fortunate to have a few members with 
fl exible daytime work hours who were 
able to respond to these calls. However, 
history tells us that this won’t last for 
very long.

Attendees of the 2010 Town Meet-
ing may recall an exhaustive discus-
sion concerning coverage of EMS 
calls during traditional business hours 
and the proposed contract option with 
a neighboring ambulance service that 
could have added nearly $35,000 (an es-
timated increase of 100%) to our annual 
EMS budget. This leads me back to the 
opening statement: Andover EMS is 
putting out a call to residents (especially 
those with fl exibility in their schedule, 

EMS  from page 1Budgets  from page 1 6 AM to 6 PM, Monday through Fri-
day) to consider becoming a volunteer 
EMT. 

As part of some discussions for day-
time coverage it was suggested that 
Andover “bring their service up to a 
level that can adequately provide for 
their community at all times” and that 
Andover “prioritize how they will fi x 
the issue of adequate emergency ambu-
lance response.” Nobody I know enjoys 
being told they have obvious fl aws, yet 
we must admit they exist.

Finding more volunteers is not the 
fi nal answer to our dilemma, but it may 
buy us more time to fi nd a more perma-
nent solution. Perhaps a possible answer 
can be found in the proposed merging 
of our fi re departments. (See the Feb-
ruary 2011 Beacon’s front-page article). 
Other options may also exist, and we 
need to hear ideas from residents in the 
coming weeks and months. 

I’ll admit this article and plea should 
have been written months ago, and to 
that I can only say that procrastination 
is an ugly habit. Meanwhile, if you or 
anyone you know has even a remote 
interest in becoming an EMT or sim-
ply have questions regarding what is 
involved, please call John Kinney at 
735-4001 or write to Andover EMS, PO 
Box 61, Andover 03216. 

Service You Can Build On
Since 1901

BUNDLE UP!
and save.

Get a fresh splash of color for that new, cozy home 
feeling. Nothing warms your heart like saving on a 
fun home project!

Bring in or mention this ad and save with 
our newest HomeHandy Bundle™ And you’ll 
get 2 gallons of our Benjamin Moore ben interior 
latex paint, 9” promo roller paint kit (includes tray, 
roller handle and replacement cover), 9’x12’ 1 mil 
drop cloth and a 2-1/2” poly paint brush all for 
$59.99, normally $72.15! 
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Phone: 603.735.5193

R.P. Johnson
Celebrating 
110th year 

in business!

all for 
$59.99

hat not 
included.

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body

Do You Have 
EXTRA EGGS 

From Your Hens?
Donate them to the 

ANDOVER 
FOOD PANTRY
Bring them in to the 

basement of the
Town Hall anytime

the building is open.

Empty egg cartons needed, too!


