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ON THE BALLOT - MARCH 8, 2010ON THE BALLOT - MARCH 8, 2010
The Beacon asked every candidate running for a local offi ce 

to submit 250 words and a picture.

Board of Selectmen

George Crane
I have been 

a resident of 
Andover for 17 
years. I have 
been retired 
from business 
over 10 years.

I feel lis-
tening from 
neighbors, business owners, and my 
COA senior citizen friends, my tenants, 
etc. that those in Town management are 
doing a good job, but sometimes slow 
in getting the job done. Often, job plan-
ning has not been thought out well, and 
one tends to exercise procedures with-
out a proper procedure.

Having owned my own real estate 
fi rm in Melrose, Massachusetts, with 
eight sales personnel, sales manager, 
and secretary for over 30 years, then 
owning and operating a 14-room bed 
and breakfast in North Conway (the 
Eastman Inn) for fi ve years, I have 
learned two major things: pay your bills 
on time and, if on credit, the best terms 
are short-term payments.

We should be aware the Town makes 
money on business income, and we 
should encourage new business by good 
zoning. When I operated my business, 
my staff was completely involved, good 
planning for proper coverage, advertis-
ing, working together.

The best results in getting vital infor-
mation from those who have the exper-
tise is your friendly attitude with a great 
smile, and respect for their knowledge 
and share your reasoning with your as-
sociates for agreeing on a plan to act 
and make decisions.

I would like to be instrumental in 
creating business trends which should 
ultimately result in greater income to 
ease the pressure on our taxpayers.

Vicky 
Mishcon

Jon and 
I moved to 
Andover in 
the fall of 
1987, shortly 
after we were 
married. We 
have raised 
both our children here, and the sense of 
community has been caring and strong. 
Andover has given so much to our fam-
ily that I thought the best way to say 
“thank you” was to give back to the 
community.

I have served on the board of the 
Andover Village Preschool, and I thor-
oughly enjoyed 10 years as a Girl Scout 
Leader and Service Unit Manager for 
Andover. I was on the Board of the 
Andover After School Program when 
it fi rst moved into the Annex (the old 
Hamp House). I served three terms on 
the School Board and took away a deep 
appreciation for our education system 
as well as an understanding of Interest-
Based Bargaining, a very effective ne-
gotiating tool.

My job as a selectman is clear – fo-
cus on what is best for the town, not just 
this year or the next, but for the future. 
I do not have an agenda to push; I am 
only interested in serving the town to 
the best of my ability.

If re-elected, I would continue the 
Board’s work on looking at ways to 
make our town run more effi ciently. I 
believe that our proposals to purchase 
a backhoe/loader and to hire a full-
time Road Agent take us in that di-
rection. The Fire Study Committee’s 
proposal to combine the fi re depart-
ments while preserving our two fi re 
stations would improve response time 
and save money. The work needs to 
continue, and I would like the chance 
to be part of it.

Howard 
Wilson

Too many 
of the prob-
lems that af-
fect the town 
and school dis-
trict originate 
at the federal 
gover nment 
level. As I tried to illustrate at last year’s 
debacle and at Town Meeting, the “dol-
lar” is largely a void, into which “mon-
ey” must be tipped to even attempt fi ll-
ing the void.

As a candidate for selectman, I fi nd 
myself wondering how, much like our 
federal government, our town’s opera-
tion is mirroring that ideal. And I don’t 
like that feeling.

Open government means many dif-
fering things, depending on the individ-
ual involved. Yet, when satisfaction is 
denied, based on a “dog in the manger” 
premise, how far behind is the remain-
der of the town?

The Town provides services that 
more properly belong to the market and 
the private sector. As they are “town” 
services, some are open to scrutiny, 
others closed to all by upper manage-
ment. Yet, the mandates remain.

I will work, within my capacity as a 
selectman, to return this town to a con-
structive reduction of expenditure.

Budget Committee

Bill Bardsley
My father 

and Aunt Hil-
dur Olsson 
e s t abl i shed 
Elbo-Edge as 
a family camp 
on Elbow Pond 
in 1922. The 
camp was going strong when I came 
along in 1929. Two months and ten days 
later though, the great crash came along. 
Under pressure of the subsequent 1930s 
depression years, my family lived in six 
different homes before I was ten years 
old. Nevertheless, we always returned 
to Elbo-Edge for summer operations, 
and this soon began to feel like my per-
manent home. With this inspiration, 
and after some youthful wanderings, 
I’ve lived in Andover all my adult life 
… and Elbo-Edge is still going.

Service as Fourth of July Committee 
treasurer in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s 
was my earliest involvement in civic af-
fairs. Then in 1965 I was elected select-
man, starting a mostly moonlighting ca-
reer in town affairs. This included long 
periods as town and school moderators, 
a decade on the Planning Board, most of 
this as secretary, and fi ve years as Town 
Administrator. After this, I joined the 
Budget Committee, alternating with Ed 
Hiller as chairman and vice-chairman 

in recent years, and became the com-
mittee’s ex offi cio member of the Town/
Proctor Liaison Committee. I also was 
chairman of the committee to develop 
the plan which led to the expansion of 
the Town Offi ce-library building.

I have a big sentimental attachment 
to the original part of that building: I at-
tended fi rst grade there, received word 
there while working on selectman’s 
business of the (unexpectedly fast) birth 
of my fi rst child, and retired from my 
last job there.

Ed Hiller is retiring from the Budget 
Committee this year after 24 years of 
dedicated service and graph drawing 
(even though he is younger than I), and 
I feel it will be helpful for one of us old-
timers, with our institutional memory, 
to remain.

 We now have a fi rst-class commit-
tee which represents many walks of 
life. In these recent hard times, we have 
strongly pushed town and school to hold 
the line on budgets while recognizing 
that we do need a town government and 
school that will continue to serve An-
dover’s people with effectiveness and 
heart. I’d like to continue to participate 
in this process.

 Seeing my retirement ahead, I do 
urge younger citizens to consider fi ling 
for Budget Committee positions. Com-
mittee work provides an opportunity to 
gain a broad knowledge of town affairs 
while also having a constructive infl u-
ence upon them.

Wendy 
Pinkham

I’m run-
ning for An-
dover’s Budget 
Committee to 
hopefully add 
another per-
spective to 
Andover’s budget setting process. After 
living 21 years in Contoocook, my hus-
band Philip and I moved to Andover six 
years ago. We have two grown children 
and two grandsons who don’t live close 
by. We also have three little dogs and 
two cats which keep us company.

For the past 20 years I worked in mu-
nicipal fi nance for two different towns. 
I am very familiar with budgeting and 
trying to meet the demands of services 
for running a town while trying to keep 
the tax rate at a reasonable level. I be-
lieve that during this economic crisis, 
while the State is downshifting addi-
tional costs to the local level, it is very 
important to fi nd ways not to pass addi-
tional tax burdens on to our taxpayers.

I want to thank Ed Hiller for his 
endorsement and for his many years 
serving on Andover’s Budget Com-
mittee. He leaves “big shoes” to fi ll. I 
will try to do as good a job as Ed has 
done if you elect me to serve on our 
Budget Committee.

Lunch Available
on

TOWN MEETING Day
(March 8)

Chili ~ Chowder
Assorted Breads

Baked Goods
Coffee & Tea

Seating available or Take-Out
Provided by and to benefi t

The Andover Service Club Scholarship Fund


