
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 22 • The Andover Beacon • March 2011

reviewed with the Board a letter re-
ceived from the Andover Conservation 
Commission regarding the Conserva-
tion Commission’s intent to donate 
$4,000 from the Conservation Fund for 
an easement for Ed and Mary Hiller. 
The primary holder for the easement 
will be Ausbon Sargent. Land Preser-
vation Trust in New London.
Other Business

The Board also reviewed a letter re-
ceived from Steven Lamb. He brought to 
the Board’s attention a sink hole on Brad-
ley Lake Road near the dam. He is con-
cerned that the sink hole might indicate 
a problem with the Bradley Lake Dam. 
The Town Administrator will speak to 
the Village District about this, as they 
own the Bradley Lake Dam; he will also 
follow up on the concerns outlined.

December 6, 2010
Present: Victoria Mishcon, Jacob 

Johnson, Donald Gross, Dana Hadley
Road Agent

The Board met with Road Agent Jon 
Champagne. He reported on recent ac-
tivities of the highway department. 

He closed the bridge on Hoyt Road 
as instructed by the state. 

The department purchased gravel 
that may be used for the Chase Hill 
Road project and for a supply to be held 
for an emergency. The highway depart-
ment has also constructed a new fi re pit 
at the Transfer Station for the burn pile. 

Selectmen  from page 21 He is working to prepare the area at the 
dump for an excavation project and has 
made some test pits to determine the 
quality of gravel and has found it to be a 
sandy product. 

He reviewed his budget with the 
Board and discussed the amounts left in 
his budget lines. 

The Town Administrator asked 
about the concern raised about a sink 
hole on Bradley Lake Road near the 
Bradley Lake Dam. Jon said that he has 
been watching this area for a time. It 
has been getting more pronounced. He 
does not think that it is an immediate 
danger and in the spring will investigate 
it further.
Fire Study Committee Report

The Board met with the Fire Com-
missioners of both precincts to discuss 
the study recently completed by the Fire 
Study Committee. Jane Hubbard, the 
chairman of the study committee, dis-
cussed the outcomes of the study. The 
general outcome of the study is that 
the fi re service would be improved by 
merging the Town’s two fi re precincts. 

East Andover Fire Commissioner 
Mark Thompson said that there have 
been confl icts between the two depart-
ments for a long time. He said that issues 
between the two departments would 
have to be resolved before they merge. 
He referred to a recent fi re in Potter 
Place where an East Andover fi reman 
used an Andover fi re truck and was 
chastised for using an Andover truck.

East Andover Fire Commission-

er Tim Frost said he has concerns of 
whether one chief could be expected to 
take responsibility for the whole town. 
Selectman Mishcon said that some-
times various duties are shared on an 
alternating basis. 

Andover Fire District Commissioner 
Les Fenton said that in his discussions 
with the fi re chiefs, either would be 
willing to take the job as a stand-alone 
person and either would be willing to 
step aside. It is felt that within an inci-
dent command it would improve ser-
vice to have consistent command. It is 
confusing if the incident commander 
changes during an event. 

Commissioner Fenton said that at 
the moment, any conversation regard-
ing combining departments is prema-
ture. The townspeople will need to hear 
the result of the study. East Andover 
Treasurer John Cotton said that getting 
feedback from the Town Meeting is a 
good idea. People need to know which 
option is being discussed. 

The Board thanked study committee 
and fi re commissioners for attending.
Tax Abatement

In addition to the meeting be-
ing attended by Ms. Rayner, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mayo, and Mr. and Ms. Ratzki, 
the meeting was also attended by the 
Town’s assessors, Mark Stetson and 
Gary Roberge. 

Selectmen Mishcon reviewed the 
Board’s position regarding this abate-
ment request. Mr. Roberge and Mr. 
Stetson reviewed how the assessment 
for this property had been done. After 
discussion, the Board did not change 
the assessment for the property. The 
Board was sympathetic to the large in-
crease from 2008 to 2009 in taxes paid 
on this property. They encouraged the 
taxpayers to continue their appeal at the 
Board of Tax and Land Appeals. The 
Board discussed if they would make an 
adjustment on the actual taxes paid and 
a motion was made to limit the amount 
of increase on the waterfront compo-
nent to 150% of the 2008 value until the 
next revaluation or the settlement of the 
case at the Board of Tax and Land Ap-
peals. Vote in the affi rmative
New Business

The Board reviewed a letter written by 
Spencer Sullivan, Jr. complimenting the 

Police Department and the Town Clerk.
The Board received a letter from 

Steven Lamb who wrote to advise the 
Board about his concern with a sus-
pected “sink hole” near the Bradley 
Lake Dam.

The Board reviewed the equalization 
assessment study prepared by Avitar As-
sociates. They signed the study and will 
forward it to the Department of Revenue 
Administration for their review.

The Board received the copy of the 
proposed Merrimack County Budget.

The Board reviewed and approved 
the agreement with the City of Frank-
lin for dispatch services for the Police 
Department.

Planning Board
January 11

Present: Eric Johnson, Chair; Jon 
Warzocha, Vice Chair; Nancy Teach; 
Michelle Bengivengo; Jacob Johnson, 
ex offi cio; and Don Gould joined the 
meeting at 7:40 PM
Announcements

Eric stated he had submitted a draft 
deed language for the amendment to 
the subdivision regulations regarding 
residential sprinkler systems to Town 
Counsel Rob Upton for review.

Nancy stated there is a meeting on 
January 24 pertaining to affi rming the 
line at Bradley Lake which indicates 
where use restrictions apply.
Continued Discussion: Building 
Permit / Growth Ordinance

Wood Sutton had previously dis-
tributed an e-mail containing revisions 
to the Growth Limitation Ordinance 
which the Board reviewed. Eric John-
son stated he felt the building permit 
limitation can be removed, as it was 
something temporary to get the town 
through to the revised Master Plan. Ja-
cob Johnson asked if it could be revised 
instead. The Board voted unanimously 
to revise the language in Section VII to 
refl ect the minimum number of permits 
for 2011 at 10. A public hearing was 
scheduled for January 25.
Master Plan Update Review

The Board reviewed and revised 
pages 35 through 40 of the Master 
Plan. The Future Land Use map was 
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