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By Judy Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

It hardly seems time to be thinking of 
the Fourth of July with snow up to our – 
ears? Not so. The committee held its fi rst 
meeting in February. We had to delay a 
week due to that “beautiful fl uffy stuff” 
that looks so good on Christmas cards 
but so bad on your roof or driveway.

Our fi rst order of business was to 
elect offi cers. The previous slate was 
voted in with a unanimous show of 
hands. It’s a hard job to lose. Commit-
tee members re-upped as well.

We discussed the fi nancial report. 
Our treasurer reported a loss of $622 for 
2010. In 2009 it was $1,500. As you can 
see, we are operating in the red. We can 
only keep this up for just so long. Please 
remember this when donation time 
comes along. A complete report for 2010 
is in the Andover Town Report 2010.

Next, we made a list of possible 
themes for the parade to be voted on at 
the Town Meeting. Out of about 15 sug-
gestions, we narrowed it down to four:

Farms and Forests
Classic Movies
World War II
Patriots

Be thinking about them, and cast 
your vote on Tuesday, March 8, from 
11:30 AM to 7 PM during town vot-
ing. If you have any ideas for the future, 
contact a committee member, and we 

Fourth Of July Committee
will place them on fi le for next year.

We are in the process of contacting 
bands and other parade participants. 
We would like to see more fl oats this 
year. It is a great way to promote your 
club, business, or organization, and you 
could win a money prize. 

Last year, three prizes were not 
awarded. Part of that $150 could have 
been yours. We need your participation 
to make our parade a success!

We are looking for parade judges. 
Jackie and Josh Watkins have retired for 
a time, as they were blessed with twins 
in December. Congratulations!

One area in which we have been 
lacking on the Village Green is activi-
ties for the children. The Andover Lions 
Club has stepped up to the plate and are 
planning to have fi ve game booths for 
toddlers to teens. They could use some 
help building booths, manning them, or 
providing prizes. Call Jim Danforth if 
you can assist in any of these areas.

Howard Wilson is the guy to call at 
735-5427 for Flea Market space on the 
Green. They go quickly, so book early.

The committee needs new members 
and helpers. Some of the jobs are for a 
couple of hours, one time, on the Fourth.

We meet the fi rst Wednesday of the 
month at 7 PM at the Andover Fire Station 
from February through June, and again in 
August. If you have any questions call our 
chair, Bob Ward, at 735-5061. 

GFBCCC press release
The Greater Franklin-Bristol Citizen 

Corps Council (GFBCCC) is pleased to 
collaborate with the Greater Plymouth 
Medical Reserve Corps to bring an am-
ateur (“ham”) radio licensing course to 
the region. The GFBCCC oversees both 
the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) Unit 
1565 as well as the Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT). These 
volunteer programs provide support for 
the public safety and public health agen-
cies to area towns, including Andover.

The jointly sponsored course begins 
on Wednesday, April 6 from 7 to 9 

Amateur Radio Licensing Course 
Supports Area Public Safety Teams

PM and meets every Wednesday eve-
ning until the fi nal exam date on May 
25. The course will be held at the New 
Hampton Fire Department. 

The course is free to all existing or 
new volunteers of the CERT or MRC 
units. For more information on the 
course or to become a volunteer, please 
contact James Richardson at 934-0177 
x135 or visit GFBCERTMRC.com. 

Others interested in taking the 
licensing course should contact 
the instructor, Dick Christopher, at 
524-6567 for course fees and other 
information. 

By Chief Rene Lefebvre
East Andover Fire Department

When my brothers and I were young, 
our parents gave us a chemistry set for 
Christmas. In hindsight, they may have 
thought better of this gift, but as good 
parents they wanted their children to 
learn new things. 

My brother and I followed the di-
rections and concocted all the neat 
things the chemistry set designers had 
intended the young chemist to make. 
However, like most boys, we wanted 
to mix chemicals from the set without 
the directions. The old adage “let’s see 
what happens” was well entrenched in 
our thinking. 

As it turns out, the makers of our 
chemistry set had likely anticipated 
this action and had planned all possible 
mixtures to be relatively safe. Other 
than making the house smell bad, we 
had created no really neat reactions.

Perhaps this early interest in chem-
istry helped steer me into public safe-
ty and, in my day job, industrial plant 
safety. The odd thing is that my training 
is not in what the chemicals do for us 
in our daily lives, but how to deal with 
them when things go wrong. My train-
ing has taught me that for all the best in-
tentions of their purpose, all chemicals 
must be treated carefully and handled 
with respect. 

In industry, people who handle and use 
chemicals are trained and are provided 
with the best personal protection equip-
ment. When accidents happen, teams of 
skilled people are on hand to safely put 
this dangerous genie back in its bottle. 

As new chemicals are brought into 
our plant, we look at where it will be 
used and how it will be moved about 
the building. What it reacts with, and 
how we deal with it in an emergency 
are discussed ahead of its use. All this 
is written in our emergency plan, and 
we practice to stay sharp.

Our homes are a small copy of in-

East Andover Fire Department
dustry with regards to hazardous chem-
icals. I dare say that under our sinks and 
in our cellars and garages we have all 
kinds of useful chemicals that are quite 
dangerous. These products, stored in the 
proper containers and used as directed, 
are safe and useful. 

Over time, the containers rust or rot, 
and their contents may mix to produce 
a very fl ammable liquid or a toxic gas. 
Your fi re department has been trained 
in chemical reaction and have seen 
many household products that when 
mixed cause almost instant fi re. 

Our best defense is to keep them sep-
arated and in their original containers. 
Take the time to do a thorough inven-
tory of the household chemicals in your 
home. Inspect the containers for signs 
of leaks or damage. Check the useful 
dates. The product could get stronger 
or weaker over time and no longer fi t 
the recommend guidelines written on 
the label. Check to see if the product is 
needed any longer. Try to reduce your 
chance of an incident by eliminating 
household chemicals you no longer 
have a use for. And above all, store 
them safely away from young children 
and pets. 

There is only one good, safe way to 
dispose of household chemical products 
in Andover: Bring them to the Trans-
fer Station when the Town sponsors a 
hazardous waste day. I do not think that 
day has been set yet this year. Watch 
The Andover Beacon and the Andover 
community access cable TV channel 
for the announcement. Please do not 
bring them to the Transfer Station other 
than on the hazardous waste day, as they 
have no way to properly store them.

My brothers and I have all become 
more mature “as we have aged.” The 
thrill of “let’s see what happens!” is 
much less important in governing our 
actions. That’s not to say we are angels; 
just more careful. Enjoy the fun of try-
ing new things … just do it safely. 

New London Chiropractic 
Center, PLLC

Dr. Olivia Powers 
Weathers

71 Pleasant St.

Offering holistic and 
 comprehensive care

Accommodating hours—both 
early morning and evening 

available

526-NLCC

526-6522

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther ap is t

Therapeutic massage for

• Relaxation 
• Sports Injuries
• Sore Muscles 
• Well Being!

   BestPhotos@comcast.net

Thank You, Volunteers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without you. 


