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AUSBON SARGENT LAND PRESERVATION TRUST
Our business is to assist individual land owners and towns to protect 

open space with conservation easements – permanent, legal restrictions 
on land use.

Since 1987, we have protected within 114 separate properties 8,798 
acres.

92% of this land is privately owned
7% is owned by local government
Less than 1% of the land (2 properties) is owned by Ausbon Sargent
Public benefi t is the only criteria for accepting the perpetual responsibil-

ity to steward a conservation easement. Each property we protect must 
provide a public benefi t like: scenic vistas, watershed protection, wildlife 
habitat, food and resource sustainability, or recreation.

“Land – they ain’t makin’ it anymore” – Will Rogers
Each property that Ausbon Sargent protects involves quality of life “val-

ues.” And there is the fi nancial “value” of the development rights. Smart 
growth is about how we balance these “values.”

Ausbon Sargent celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2012!
There is no Ausbon Sargent without membership and donor support. 

When you join us, along with your friends and neighbors, many future gen-
erations will enjoy the healing beauty of this region – now and forever.

By Mary and Edwin Hiller
Writing for ASLPT

In November, 2010, as we were well 
along the process of putting our land into 
conservation, we sat on our back porch 
looking toward Sucker Brook, which 
runs from Highland Lake in Andover 
to Webster Lake in Franklin, and 
watched a small white ermine cavort-
ing across the stream. His bright white 
coat showed up beautifully against the 
November russets and browns, but he 
would be invisible after snowfall. As 
we watched we both said, “That wee 
beastie is why we are putting this land 
into conservation!”

Remains of an old mill site on Sucker Brook within the Hiller easement. 
 Photo: Beth McGuinn

The Hiller 
Conservation Easement

Location:  Valley Road
Acreage:  69.2 acres

Prime wetlands and important 
frontage on Sucker Brook 

and its tributaries.

Varied wildlife habitat 
including forest, wetlands and 
small fields - some ranked as 
among the best in the state.

Important soils could support 
either productive forests 

or agriculture.

Close to the Hersey Family 
Farm easements and other 

conserved land for a total of 
nearly 470 acres.

Funding support for 
transaction costs from the 

Quabbin to Cardigan 
Partnership and the Andover 

Conservation Commission.

As Woody Allen is quoted as saying, 
“Perpetuity is a long time!” For humans 
with a lifetime span of only eighty, ninety 
or even a hundred years, signing some-
thing away “in perpetuity” is a scary 
business. How can we predict what the 
future will bring, what the future needs 
and desires of the family or the com-
munity will be? Putting land into con-
servation easements is a relatively new 
process and all the possible effects have 
not yet been tested, so why take such an 
untried step? Shouldn’t we just let the 
future take care of itself? Our steward-
ship of the property has already lasted 
for forty years and hopefully will last for 

Hillers Conserve 69 AcresHillers Conserve 69 Acres
On Valley RoadOn Valley Road

several more years. Why even consider 
something as scary as “in perpetuity”?

In 2005 we had had a meeting with 
our neighbors and Beth McGuinn from 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust on our back porch to discuss the 
concept of conservation easements. 
Many of us felt concerned about en-
croaching development and increasing 
human takeover of the land. To preserve 
wildlife habitat, conserve forest and ag-
ricultural lands, and limit the building 
of houses and businesses on still open 
land seemed like a cause that needed 
more dedicated constituents and vocal 
advocacy – animals do not have a loud 
voice in our legislatures, and farmers 
and foresters all too often sell off their 
properties to raise funds for their retire-
ments or to wring the last dollar value 
out of their only inheritance.

Out of that fi rst meeting, attended 
by our neighbor Jerry Hersey among 
others, came one of the most important 
conservation easements for the town 
of Andover – the Hersey easement that 
preserves the Hersey farm on Route 
11 as a glorious gateway of stone wall 
bounded open fi elds, rolling and lovely, 
for the town of Andover “in perpetu-
ity.” Achieving this conservation took 
several years of work, fund raising, 
dedication and effort. Credit goes to the 
Herseys, Ausbon Sargent and its staff, 
the Andover Conservation Commis-
sion, the Andover Historical Society 
and a large number of dedicated citizens 
who recognized the immense value and 
importance of conserving this land.

The gateway to Andover on the east 
side was preserved, but why should our 
small acreage, down a gravel road, un-
seen by passersby from the highway, 
bordering the Hersey land only on one 
side, good for forests and wildlife habitat, 
hiking and cross country skiing, but not 
much else, be preserved?  The build out 
map for the town shows the possibility 
of fourteen house lots on our land – but 
putting in those house lots would mean 
destroying the homes of our ermine, our 
mink, our muskrats, our turtles, raccoons, 
foxes, bears, deer, bobcats, moose, great 
blue herons, etc, etc. Encroaching hu-
man development has destroyed animal 
habitats all across the country and it is 
only now, as we humans have procreated 
beyond all others, that we see how much 
we are destroying the natural heritage of 
the lands we share with other fl ora and 
fauna on our planet.

So it is primarily for the sake of 
creatures who have no voice that we are 
putting our sixty-nine acres into con-
servation easement “in perpetuity,” pre-

See Hillers  on page 33

Starting October 5, 6 PM Starting October 5, 6 PM 
Adolescent Class, Level 2 

(Level 1 required) 
Working on reliable recalls, self-control 

skills, and the four Ds: distance, distraction, 
duration, and diffi culty. 5 week class - Each 

class builds on the week before. $125 

Starting October 5, 7 PMStarting October 5, 7 PM
Clicker Class - basic shaping, targeting and 
tricks. Dogs should have some basic skills. 

5 weeks, $125
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Dee GanleyDee Ganley
CPDT, CABC, CAP 2CPDT, CABC, CAP 2

Private Consultations; Private Consultations; 
Aggression is My SpecialtyAggression is My Specialty

Dee@DeesDogs.comDee@DeesDogs.com
735-5543735-5543

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover
 (Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

All members, ministers
Rev John J. Wagner, Pastor

603-735-5160 • AndoverChurch@tds.net
AndoverCongregationalChurch.org

Worship and Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Tuesdays, Growth and Discovery – 6 PM in the Grange Hall
Other Bible studies, women's groups, prayer; please call for details.

"Knowing Christ and Making Him Known"


