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and amphibians, 70% use fi elds and 
shrubland at some point in their lives. 
Of those 250 species, nearly 60 require 
fi eld, shrub-land and early-succession-
al forest as their primary habitat type. 

Old forests simply cannot support an 
adequate habitat for many species. 

For example, despite its reputation 
for prolifi c breeding, the New England 
Cottontail is being considered for fed-
eral protection under the Endangered 
Species Act, and is currently listed as 
an endangered species in New Hamp-
shire. The Cottontail relies upon ear-
ly-successional or shrubland habitats 

for its survival, and those habitats are 
disappearing.

I suggest you contact your county 
forester or Forest Resources Educa-
tor (Extension.UNH.edu) and work with 
him/her to develop a management plan. 
Take an inventory of your land’s natural 
resources. Do you have old forest, open 
fi elds, ponds or streams? List the wild-
life you have observed and the types 
of habitat your land supports. Identify 
your objectives. Is there a specifi c type 
of wildlife you would like to attract? 
Would you like to manage your forest 
for timber or maple syrup production? 
Would you like to create fi elds or har-
vest mature timber? 

Only when we begin to look closely 
at our land and its resources can we, 
as landowners, begin to actively man-
age it to help ensure wildlife have a 
sustainable habitat. Protecting the land 
is a valuable fi rst step. Developing and 
implementing a management plan will 
help guarantee your goals are met well 
into the future.

Lorraine Cline lives with her hus-
band, Don, and two daughters, Corinne 
and Meredith, on Shaw Hill Road 
in Andover. A former member of the 
Andover Conservation Commission, 
Lorraine is a UNH Coverts Project Vol-
unteer who enjoys leading guided nature 
tours of her protected properties.

Reprinted with permission from 
ASLPT’s newsletter. 

learned the answer to that question last 
September, and it has forever changed 
the way I look at the landscape. 

This past fall, I attended a 3-1/2 day 
educational workshop sponsored by 
the University of New Hampshire Co-
operative Extension and New Hamp-
shire Fish & Game. The program, New 
Hampshire Coverts Project (coverts is 
pronounced “cover” with a “t” and is 
a thicket that provides shelter for wild-
life), trains New Hampshire landown-
ers to be volunteers for wildlife. As a 
Coverts Project Volunteer, I share with 
others what I learned about silviculture, 
wildlife habitat, conservation and forest 
management.

What I discovered is that land con-
servation is just the fi rst step in protect-
ing the landscape that we love. Consider 
this: 84% of New Hampshire is covered 
in forest, and approximately 70% of all 
of our state’s land is privately-owned. 
Given these facts, it is easy to see how 
important it is for landowners to active-
ly manage their properties if we hope 
to maintain the wildlife species we have 
come to enjoy.

To support a wide variety of wild-
life species, the landscape must be 
diverse. Foresters refer to this as hori-
zontal and vertical diversity. Main-
taining a variety of tree species and 
vegetation heights is just as important 
as cultivating a mixture or mosaic of 
different habitat types. To sustain a va-
riety of species, it is essential to pro-
vide early-successional forest, mature 
forest, grassland, farmland, shrubland 
and fi elds. Of New Hampshire’s 250 
species of birds, mammals, reptiles 

By Lorraine Cline
Writing for ASLPT

This past summer, my family and 
I had the pleasure of working with 
Ausbon Sargent’s Beth McGuinn to 
complete our second easement. The 
Cline Easement is a 33.21-acre parcel of 
undeveloped farmland and forest. The 
land lies between two other Ausbon 
Sargent protected lands: the Broshek 
Easement, a 55-acre parcel consisting 
of farmland and forest, and the Barclin 
Easement, 17.75 forested acres that we 
protected with an easement in Decem-
ber of 2009. With the addition of the 
Cline Easement, protected acreage on 
Shaw Hill Road now totals 220 acres. 

The New Hampshire Wildlife Action 
Plan describes this area as a support-
ive landscape for wildlife. Deer, bear, 
turkey, bobcat, fox, snowshoe hare, 
roughed grouse, woodcock, moose, coy-
ote, owls, bald eagles, hawks, amphib-
ians and reptiles have all been observed 
on the property. Water fl owing from the 
Cline Easement joins the Blackwater 
River and its associated wetlands, and 
is considered to be a very important 
wildlife resource in this region.

Protecting the land from future de-
velopment was always a high priority. 
We farm this land. We keep bees and 
tap the maples in our sugarbush. We 
frequently walk, ski or snowshoe on 
our trails, observing the many species 
of wildlife and the scenic views the land 
offers. We wanted future generations to 
be able to do the same. Now, one thing 
is for certain: the land will be protected 
from development in perpetuity. But 
will everything else remain the same? I 

Easement donors Lorraine and Don 
Cline with their dog Peso.
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serving and conserving these acres for 
wildlife habitat, for managed forestry 
and for agricultural uses as needed. We 
humans can exist side by side with the 
other animals on our planet only if we 
are aware of our impact and preserve 
some space for their habitats as well as 
for our own. It’s up to us.

Ed Hiller had a long career as an elec-
trical engineer; his wife, Mary (Becky), 
was a library researcher. They came 
to Andover, NH in 1971 as part-timers 

and upon retirement transitioned to full-
time. Over the years, their two children 
and six grandchildren came to know and 
love the rural ambience that Andover 
offered. Ed has served on Andover’s 
Planning Board and Budget Commit-
tee and they both have been active in the 
Andover Historical Society. Other recent 
passions have been the development and 
improvement of the Northern Rail Trail 
and the monitoring of easement proper-
ties for ASLPT.

Reprinted with permission from 
ASLPT’s newsletter. 
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