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By Mary Ofenloch
Andover Service Club

As a young boy in elementary school, 
Matthew Franklin was living in Wilmot 
with his parents and younger sister. He 
had dreams of be-
coming an astro-
naut and was ea-
ger to learn about 
outer space. As he 
grew older, in his 
high school years, 
he knew he want-
ed to work with 
computers, but, as 
Matthew said, “At 
that time I don’t 
think I had an ac-
curate concept of 
what computer en-
gineering was.”

When Matthew was 13 years old, his 
father became seriously ill, and Matthew 
assumed the responsibilities for his fam-
ily – he literally became “the man of the 
house.” He loved nature walks with his 
father and playing tennis, but when his 
father became incapacitat-
ed, he unselfi shly put this 
aside, dedicating his time 
to family and study.

In 2006, Matthew’s 
grandmother and Andover 
Service Club member 
Jeanne Tate of New Lon-
don encouraged him to ap-
ply for an Andover Service 
Club merit scholarship. 
During his high school 
years, Matthew partici-
pated in Math Team and 
in the Kearsarge Regional 
High School’s fi rst Robotics Team. He 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society and Salutatorian of his graduat-
ing class. 

In his junior and senior years, Mat-
thew attended St. Paul’s School in 
Concord for summer classes in ad-
vanced math and writing workshops. 
His teacher stated that “Matthew is ex-
tremely witty, friendly, and confi dent in 
his abilities, with a passion for learning 
that is extraordinary.” He was awarded 
a $2,000 Andover Service Club Merit 

Where Are They Now?

Matthew Franklin
Scholarship to attend Clarkson Univer-
sity in Potsdam, New York.

Upon entering college, Matthew 
knew he wanted to work with com-
puters but at that time he didn’t feel he 

had an accurate concept 
of what computer engi-
neering was, such as the 
clear division between 
software (which controls 
hardware) and hardware 
(on which software runs). 
He was also interested in 
aerospace and the sys-
tems that help planes fl y 
and spacecraft function. 
However, in his senior 
year, his interest turned 
to signal processing and 
digital communications, 

and that is where Matthew intends to 
pursue graduate work. He graduated 
from Clarkson with a GPA of 3.93. He 
also won the William A. Dast Award in 
computer engineering.

Matthew is currently employed 
with Syracuse Research Corporation 

as a digital en-
gineer. He is ap-
plying to Georgia 
Tech for a masters 
degree in either 
computers or elec-
trical engineering, 
whichever is most 
interesting, as an 
online student.

Matthew’s ad-
vice to young 
students is to rec-
ognize every op-
portunity for learn-

ing, take advantage of such openings, 
but make sure their reasons for doing 
so, or not doing so, are their own. “Col-
lege really is a defi ning experience, and 
much can be done with those four or 
fi ve years,” explained Matthew. He con-
tinued, “Find a discipline that excites, 
awes, and rewards exploration, and pur-
sue that with reckless abandon.”

Jeanne, Matthew’s grandmother, 
says proudly, “I think Matthew, in his 
quiet way, will make a great contribu-
tion to society, and in the computer 

fi eld, in the future. He is so 
good to his family and keeps 
a close eye on me.”

You can help the Andover 
Service Club continue award-
ing merit scholarships by 
supporting club fundraisers, 
making donations, or, if you 
are female, by joining the 
club. Simply fi ll out the form 
and mail it to Andover Service 
Club, PO Box 22, Andover 
03216. 

Then …

  … and now.

creativity, and the top three received 
awards.

The Webelos scouts (fourth and 
fi fth graders) wrote the rest of this ar-
ticle as part of their Communications 
badge. 

The Party
By Hayden Buswell

There was pizza, juice, and chips. 
The pizza came from Pizza Chef. 
There was cheese and pepperoni pizza. 
We had grape and apple juice. We had 
potato chips and tortes. The party we 
had was good for all. The grownups 
just talk and talk. The kids were calm 
and just sat there and watched the race. 
Some kids went and played.

The Rules
By Nelson Makechnie

There are rules when making a 
car for the Pinewood Derby. Every-
body gets their own block of wood to 
work with. Your car can’t weigh over 
fi ve ounces. You have to use all the 
wheels they give you, but you can or-
der some special materials like speed 
axles. 

You can’t use oil on the wheels, ex-
cept for graphite. You can use a saw or 
a pocket knife. You can paint your car 
any color, but you don’t have to. A scout 
can have help, but he has to do most of 
the work.

Scouts  from page 25 Tiger Cubs (First Graders)
By Aiden Cox

My brother Kieran got most of his 
help from Mom. He did most of his work 
when he fi rst got the kit. There was a 
50-degree angle cut on one end. He chose 
the design just because he liked it. How-
ever, he didn’t like the car’s placement in 
the race – dead last. He is not going to 
repeat the same design next year.

Car Design
By Matthew Reynolds

I’m writing about the design of my 
car. It is colored metallic gold paint. The 
weights were put as far back as possible 
to help go fast. It has a LEGO person and 
lots of copper wires from an Easter egg 
dying kit. I got the design from a book. 

My car has a head-start front. The 
front is U-shaped with a copper wire to 
keep it from rolling too far. This gives it 
a head start, because as soon as the start 
peg is under the copper bar it can roll.

The Results
By David Reynolds

In the Cub Scout race, Nelson Make-
chnie came in fi rst. He was very happy, 
because last year his car broke and he 
came in last. There was a tie for second 
between Aaron Weeks and David Reyn-
olds. In third was Tyler Champagne. 

In the Decoration contest, Hayden 
Buswell came in fi rst. In second was 
Dana Buswell. In third was Aaron Weeks. 
In the parent and Boy Scout race, Kevin 
Lorden won for the second year. 
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TIME TO APPLY
for Andover Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: MAY 1
Application forms at ASC Thrift 
Shop, Andover Middle School, 

Proctor Academy Guidance Offi ce, 
and MVHS Guidance Offi ce

Lois Magenau - rmagenau@aol.com
Diane Rice - drice226@tds.net

FREE 
BIBLE STUDY 

COURSES 
By Mail 

 

Offered by: 
Church of Christ 

141 Fisherville Road 

Concord  NH  03303 

603-224-0370 

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Recycled clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 5 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall.

Sorry, no new consignments can 
be taken during our March sale.

MARCH ½ PRICE SALE 
FOR ALL CLOTHING EXCEPT 

ACTIVE CONSIGNMENTS

PUBLICIZE YOUR FUNDRAISER!
Articles, photos, and/or ads in the Beacon both before and after the 
event will help raise awareness and $$$ for your cause. 735-6099


