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By Scott Allenby
Proctor Academy

Proctor’s breadth of academic offer-
ings affords its students the opportu-
nity to engage in a variety of learning 
experiences throughout their careers 
at the school. To catch a glimpse of the 
excitement and energy present in the 
collaborative learning models that capi-
talize on Proctor’s built-in structures 
and support, while maintaining rigor-
ous expectations for students, we take 
a brief tour through Proctor’s academic 
departments this winter.

The US History curriculum in the 
Social Science department engages 
students in a large-scale research paper 
that spans the duration of the term. The 
process of brainstorming ideas, devel-
oping a thesis statement, gathering in-
formation with the help of Judy Preston 
and Marie Montivirdi in the library, 
learning to disseminate relevant content 
on their topic from a variety of sources, 
and then writing and revising the term 
paper can be tedious at times but hugely 
rewarding at the same time. 

As US History teacher and former 
learning specialist Ted Mastin com-
ments, “Analytical writing can be a 
real challenge for students. However, 
providing signifi cant structure to these 
projects and integrating the support 
systems Proctor offers allows each stu-
dent to see writing as a rewarding, posi-
tive experience rather than a terrifying 
one.” 

Learning Skills Department chair 
Jen Fletcher adds, “Completing all 
stages of a research paper in a suc-
cessful manner requires planning, 
diligence, and the willingness to work 
hard and make effective use of available 
assistance. Through the completion of 
research projects, our students learn 
many valuable skills, and they have the 
opportunity to benefi t from a team-ori-
ented approach to academic support at 
Proctor.” 

While most sophomores are cur-
rently in the midst of these research 
projects, in a few short weeks they 
should be very proud of the progress 
they have made and the product they 
have produced.
English Department

It is this team-oriented learning pro-
cess that brings such value to Proctor’s 
academic experience. The English De-
partment also chooses the winter term 
to focus on a project that moves stu-
dents out of their comfort zone, as all 
sophomores engage in the annual Hays 
Speaking Prize competition. Begun in 
1999 by former chair of the Board of 
Trustees and former English teacher 
John Pendleton, the Hays Speaking 
Prize requires all sophomores to write 
and deliver a speech in their American 
Literature classes. 

English Department chair Shauna 

Turnbull observes that students spend 
considerably more time brainstorming, 
preparing, and writing these speeches 
than they do on normal assignments 
and hypothesizes that “while a student 
can write a paper and quietly slide it 
across the desk with the only people 
who know whether that paper is good or 
bad, if the student has given his or her 
best effort or not, being the student and 
the teacher, the speeches put on public 
display the effort put into the work. It’s 
very interesting to see how these kids 
really rise to the challenge.”

The creative process of crafting a 
speech to be given in front of the class 
allows teachers and students to work 
alongside each other during the writing 
process. Multiple revisions, evolutions, 
and transformations take place as stu-
dents embark on the exciting journey of 
writing and speaking about a passion of 
theirs, and it is only with the consistent 
feedback of peers and instructors that 
each student eventually feels prepared 
to present his or her speech. When stu-
dents presented their speeches – rang-
ing in topics from The Magic of Santa 
Claus to Life as a Twin – in mid-Feb-
ruary, students had an opportunity, as 
English teacher Tom Morgan says, “to 
perform academically without fear of 
ridicule” as each student is undertaking 
a similar task that is equally uncom-
fortable and encourages the individual 
student, just like an athlete or artist, to 
practice, rehearse, and eventually per-
form to his or her potential.
Mathematics Department

While in-class collaborative learn-
ing experiences are dominating the So-
cial Science and English departments, 
Chris Rogers (’95) has taken his love of 
math beyond the classroom this winter. 
Chris’ passion for applying mathemat-
ics to everyday life has led him to start 
a math club on campus to provide stu-
dents who are mathematically inclined 
an opportunity to develop their skills 
and eventually compete in nationwide 
math competitions. 

Additionally, Chris offered the fi rst 
(hopefully of many) puzzle night on a 
recent Friday evening, sharing his love 
for problem solving with numerous stu-
dents. It is through the efforts of teach-
ers like Chris that students’ learning 
truly transcends the classroom. When 
students not only become excited about 
expanding their knowledge and expe-
riences in a given discipline, but also 
have the opportunity afforded them by 
faculty, exploration and self-directed 
learning quickly become contagious.
Science Department

Megan Hardie’s work in the Science 
Department has taken a slightly dif-
ferent approach to skill development 
through her Forensic Serology unit. 
However, she has seen just as much 
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years.” Tim has announced his inten-
tion to retire at the end of this season. 

The Blackwater celebration is open 

to the public, and we hope that even 
more townspeople will join us next 
February! 

By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

Three hundred and fi fty friends of 
Proctor skiing crowded Yarrow’s 
Lodge for the annual celebration 
of Proctor’s Blackwater Ski Area 
on the evening of Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5. Sleet and freezing could 
not deter many from skiing un-
der the lights, but warm stoves 
and a sumptuous dinner kept 
most the crowd inside. 

At 7 PM, Head of School 
Mike Henriques addressed the 
throng, citing the work of many 
who operate The Blackwater: 
Garry George, Sandy Eneg-
uess, Larry Ballin, and Tim 
Norris. Mike offered special 
recognition to Tim, who has “… done 
more than anyone in New Hampshire 
to promote ski jumping over the past 34 

Mike Henriques (l), Proctor’s Head of School, was among those helping to 
honor Tim Norris (r) for 34 years of devotion to ski jumping and the Andover 
Outing Club. Photo: Chuck Will

350 Attend Annual Celebration 
At Blackwater Ski Area

See Proctor  on page 44

Mountainside Racquet & Fitness Center

526-9293526-9293

3 Indoor Tennis Courts: 
Adult Clinics/Burn Drills, Children's

Instruction, Leagues, Private Lessons

Fully Equipped Fitness Center:
        Cybex Strength, Cardio & Free Weight  
equipment, Jr Hoist Strength Equipment, 
Personal Training, Body Pump, Zumba,
Gentle Flow Yoga & Vinyasa Flow Yoga

with Aime Labonte

Memberships begin at $44/month &
include a Personal Training Session

& unlimited class participation!
Couple, Family, Junior & Insurance

Discounts Available!
MountainsideRFC.com 31 King Hill Rd. New London, NH

GOT NEWS?
We don’t have a fl eet of reporters – we rely on you to let us know 
what’s going on around Andover.  Call or e-mail with news today!


