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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

About 100 Andover taxpayers set-
tled into the AE/MS gym on Tuesday 
evening, March 1, to hold the annual 
Andover School District Meeting. Mod-
erator Ed Becker opened the meeting 
by introducing scouts Matthew Bent, 
David Reynolds, Matthew Reynolds, 
Nelson Makechnie, Jason Lewis, Kody 
Lorden, Hayden Buswell and Dana 
Buswell, who led the audience in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Before beginning discussion of the 
School District warrant, Moderator Ed 
Becker reviewed the rules under which 
School District Meeting is run and ad-
dressed some residents’ concern that 
non-residents are voting at our meet-
ings. He asked all the non-residents 
in the room to stand and wave to the 
crowd and invited the residents to use 
peer pressure to see that the non-resi-
dents don’t vote.

Ed reminded the meeting of the im-
portance of civil, respectful conduct 
during the meeting and suggested we 
“give people with different views the 
benefi t of the doubt.”
Warrant Article 1

To accept the reports printed in 
the School District report. Toby Locke 
asked about the size of the Andover 
population at MVHS, and requested 

that that information be updated in the 
Andover Town Report every year. 

The article passed unanimously.
Warrant Article 2

To authorize the School Board to 
apply for, accept, and expend state 
and federal aid to education this 
year. 

With no discussion, the article passed 
unanimously.
Warrant Article 3

To authorize the School Board to 
accept and expend private donations 
this year. 

With no discussion, the article passed 
unanimously.
Warrant Article 4

$4,317,579 for the School Budget. 
This amount does not include amounts 
from any other warrant articles that 
may be adopted.

Les Fenton moved that the meeting 
consider both Article 4 and Article 6 at 
this point in the meeting. Toby Locke 
felt that doing so would muddy the wa-
ter – “I have a lot more to say about the 
10% reduction.” The motion to consider 
both articles passed.

As is the custom, the moderator be-
gan reading aloud the title and the Bud-
get Committee’s recommended amount 
for each section of the budget.

Mike Vercellotti asked whether AE/
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By Sarah Palermo
Concord Monitor staff

From the March 3 Concord Monitor
Voters at the annual Andover School 

District Meeting Tuesday night railed 
against government offi cials – but not the 
ones in the room. Instead, residents criti-
cized the federal government and what 
they say is a legacy of broken promises.

On the local level, the 90 voters pres-
ent – roughly four percent of registered 
voters in town – passed all warrant ar-
ticles before them except one, which 
would have lowered the district budget 
by 10 percent. They set the 2011-12 bud-
get at $4.3 million and passed a two-
year contract with Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School teachers.

The budget passed unanimously, but 
the contract was approved by a close 
voice vote.

The budget represents a $66,000 in-
crease from 2010-11 spending, mostly 
due to increases in special education 
costs, according to the town report. The 
increase could add 1.5 percent, or about 
20 cents, to the $11.63 school portion of 
the tax rate, according to Mike Martin, 
district superintendent.

The contract with teachers won’t 
add to the 2011-12 budget but promises 
$29,000 for teacher salary increases in 
2012-13.

All but three or four people opposed 

the attempt to cut 10 percent from the 
bottom line, a petition warrant article 
submitted by Howard Wilson.

Andover School Board member Kent 
Armstrong spoke against the 10 percent 
reduction, saying such a cut would hurt 
the elementary and middle school more 
than other parts of the budget. Most dis-
trict expenses are out of the local school 
board’s hands, he said: bills such as tu-
ition to Merrimack Valley High School 
for the district’s ninth- to 12th-graders, 
or special education costs, school food 
service regulations, and other mandat-
ed programs.

“It’s very, very critical that we think 
very, very hard in November about who 
we send to Washington to make these 
rules,” he said.

Several other residents also spoke 
out against the federal mandates and 
the lack of federal funding to imple-
ment them.

“Why don’t we mandate they give us 
the money they’re supposed to?” Andy 
Guptill asked, noting the federal gov-
ernment pledged in the 1970s to shoul-
der 40 percent of special education 
costs, but Andover currently receives 
only a tenth of that.

Toby Locke suggested “they keep 
their rules, and we’ll keep our money 
and run our own school.”
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Andover Voters 
Adopt School Budget

By Don Gould
Andover School Board

Preparation, preparation, preparation 
was the key to a school district budget 
approved by the Budget Committee and 
a two-year teachers contract approved 
by the Andover Education Association. 
Both achieved fi nal approval by the dis-
trict voters at the annual School District 
Meeting in a show of support for the 
Andover student education program. 

The election of Kent Armstrong to 
a second term was further support of 
the School Board and its program to 
continue the excellence of education for 
Andover students.

Presentation of the budget at School 
District Meeting was enhanced with 
visuals for the fi rst time, including pie-
charts for added understanding and in-
formed decision making by the district 
voters. This year was the fi rst time the 
School District and Town Meetings were 
held in the completely refurbished gym 

– new stage curtains, lighting, fl oor sur-
face, window protection, rafter cleaning, 
painting, and electrical wiring.

The budget is fi scally conservative 
and will provide a challenge in view 
of anticipated reduced state funding of 
education.

The Board will be further chal-
lenged as it strives to accomplish initia-
tives that will result from current com-
mittee efforts to implement goals of the 
Long Range Plan 2010-2015. The mis-
sion statement of that plan will be our 
guide:

“We, the Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School community – families, ad-
ministration, faculty, staff, students, and 
the wider community of the town – will 
work together to embrace and generate 
intellectual, physical, and social-emo-
tional growth opportunities targeted 
at strengthening our children’s abili-
ties and taking into account the unique 
needs and dreams of all children.” 

School Board Prepares To 
Meet Budget Challenges

See District  on page 12

BBYYRROONN’’SS Septic Service, LLC 

FFor All Your Septic Needs 
 

Septic Pumping 
Certified Septic System Inspections 
Tank Locating ~ Tank Replacement 
Sewer Pipe Repair ~ Sewer Pumps 
Baffles ~ Filters ~ Risers & Covers 

All Occasion Portable Toilet Rentals 
Complete Drain & Sewer Line Service 

 

 

(603)735-4414 ~ Andover, NH 

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM


