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A milk train hit a car on the track in 
the village early Sunday morning. Peo-
ple from Massachusetts were owners of 
the car and were not injured, but the car 
was a total wreck.

Warren P. Quimby, 55, died of a 
heart attack Sunday morning, April 16, 
at his summer home on Goose Pond in 
Canaan. He was born in Andover on 
December 7, 1905, the son of John and 
Bertha (Prescott) Quimby. He attended 
Proctor Academy. 

Following his return from the ser-
vice, he operated Quimby’s Bakery (lat-
er called Quimby’s Diner). After selling 
the diner he was employed at Concord 
Dairy. He leaves his wife, Eda (Gage) 
Quimby. 

50 Years Ago

April 1961
Here’s some old news from the 

Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.
April 27, 1961

Trout season opened with a bang 
Saturday. A good many fi shermen were 
at Highland Lake and got their limit de-
spite the rain.

Those assigned the drivers test 
at Andover High School were Miss 
Barbara Jewitt, Miss Sharon Miller, 
Ralph Frost, Ronald Bigelow, and 
Miss Pauline Barton. Mr. Hopkins 
was their teacher, and they had a 
1961 Chevrolet from Benson’s in 
Franklin.

By Nancy Tripp
Andover Historical Society

Have you ever wondered how your 
street got its name? We live at the end of 
a short, dead-end road off of Lawrence 
Street. Right down the hill behind our 
house are the remains of an important 
part of the history of Andover. 

The lake above us, Bradley Lake, 
actually used to be two lakes. One was 
named Nether Pond and was less than 
half the current size. Its outlet was at 
the narrows which is now at the middle 
of the lake. From this pond was a small 
brook that dribbled through a swampy 
area which had been the bed of an old 
beaver pond. 

In 1790, Captain Samuel Elkins 
settled in Andover and is credited with 
building a dam at the narrows (now the 
middle of the lake) and erecting a saw 
mill there. In 1861-62, John Proctor 
purchased property on Beech Hill and 
built a dam on the stream that fl owed 
from Bradley Lake. He persuaded Bak-
er, Carr, and Sons to relocate their hame 
factory from Enfi eld to Andover. A 
more substantial dam was built to cre-
ate a larger and steadier fl ow of water 
to power their new plant on the brook a 
mile downstream. 

In 1863, Proctor built another dam 
just below the hame factory. A peg 
mill constructed at the site created pegs  
from the wood scraps left over from 
hame production. The crumbling foun-
dation of this peg shop is on the banks 
of the stream behind our house.

Eventually, Proctor sold his inter-
ests to Baker, Carr, and Sons, who then 
sold an interest to Augustus Morgan. In 
1872, Jacob R. Foster bought an interest 
in the peg mill, and he and Morgan ran 
the mill until 1878, when the partners 
moved the operation “lock, stock, and 
barrel” to Bartlett, New Hampshire and 
doubled its capacity. The Kearsarge Peg 
Company continues to manufacture 
hardwood pegs today and is the only 
manufacturer of this product in North 
America. 

The pegs are currently used in ac-
tivities related to abrasive tumbling and 
metal fi nishing, but back in the early 
days of peg manufacturing they were 
used to ensure a lasting bond between 
the last and sole of a shoe. Pegs were 
considered superior to metal nails be-
cause over time, the wood peg would 
draw moisture from the atmosphere 
(to say nothing of puddles) and swell, 
forming a tight bond between the shoe’s 
components. 

The manufacture of shoes and tex-
tiles was a major portion of the econo-
my of New England at this time. There 
were dozens of other manufacturers 
of hardwood pegs competing with the 
Kearsarge Peg Company. Early on, 
Kearsarge exported heavily to the shoe 
industry in Norway, Germany, and 
Australia.

According to KearsargePegCo.com, 
“shoe pegs were long cross-sectioned 
hardwood shapes with a point on one 
end…. The Kearsarge Peg Company 
manufactured approximately 75 differ-
ent sizes of shoe pegs, which varied in 
size from 5/16″ long by 1/18″ wide to ¼” 
wide by 2″ long.”

To understand the process of manu-
facturing pegs, you can read a clipping 
in The Diaries of Helen Phelps, chapter 
4, page 16, available at both town li-
braries. There is also a video of current 
manufacture at the Bartlett plant avail-
able at WhiteMountainHistory.org – click 
on Kearsarge Peg Mill.

“Our” little peg shop, powered by the 
waters of Bradley Lake and using scrap 
wood from the hame shop upstream, 
employed 20 people working ten and a 
half hours a day. The shop was one of 
14 New Hampshire peg mills that each 
turned out as many as 100 bushels of 
pegs a day. 

When the fi ddleheads are ready for 
picking on the banks of the brook be-
hind our house, I’m going to take an-
other look at that old foundation. After 
all, it gave my street – Peg Shop Road 
– its name. 

How Peg Shop Road Got Its NameHow Peg Shop Road Got Its Name

Andover’s Peg Shop: Andover’s Peg Shop: 
Gone, But Not ForgottenGone, But Not Forgotten

It seems spring is in the air! We’ve 
had quite a winter – we had to cancel 
the kids’ fi shing derby on Eagle Pond 
due to severe weather. 

The good news is we 
are having our annual 
kids’ fi shing derby in 
May at the clubhouse 
on the channel at High-
land Lake.We are also 
having our rabies clinic on 
Saturday, April 16, from 1 to 2 PM. The 
cost is $12 for each cat or dog.

Andover Fish & Game Club
We thank Kent Gufsterson and Eric 

Orff from New Hampshire Fish and 
Game for their informative seminars at 

our last two meetings. 
Turkey season is com-

ing soon! It’s a great 
time to get youngsters 
out and teach them safe, 
ethical hunting. We will 

have our turkey pool again 
this year with great prizes.

So until next month, keep your line 
wet and your feet dry! 

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body

2011 IS OUR 2011 IS OUR 
2121STST SEASON SEASON

18 Highlawn Rd, Warner • Exit 8 or 9 off I-89
www.IndianMuseum.org • 456-2600

Museum Opens for the Season
Sunday May 1, 10am - 5pm

Along the Basket Trail
2011 Exhibit - Basket-making traditions of 
New Hampshire

Celebrate the Earth Festival
Sunday, May 1, 10am -4pm
Basket-making demo, kids basket-making 
craft, drumming demo. 
Regular museum admission applies

Second Sunday Speakers
Sherry Gould, Abenaki Women: Basket 
Making and Cultural Survival, 1 PM. 
Funded by the NH Humanities Council

Hours
May 1 - October 31: Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5 
Nov & Dec: Weekends only
Jan - April: By appointment

Funding for Mt. Kearsage Indian Museum is provided 
in part by New Hampshire Charitable Foundation.

Mt. Kearsarge Indian Museum is supported in part by 
a grant from the NH State Council on the Arts & the National Endowment for the Arts.


