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Reprinted from the Colby-Sawyer 
Web site with permission.

Cindy Benson of Andover, interna-
tional student advisor at Colby-Sawyer 
College, was named the college’s 
2010 Staff Employee of the Year. 
Colby-Sawyer President Tom Galligan 
presented Cindy with the award on Feb-
ruary 14 in a Celebration of Service that 
also recognized other faculty and staff 
for their contributions and their length 
of service. Cindy is also a tutor and 
mentor at the college’s Academic De-
velopment Center.

Every year, Colby-Sawyer invites the 
college community to nominate staff 
members who have made outstanding 
contributions to the college. The nomi-
nees must exemplify characteristics 
valued at the college such as honesty, 
integrity, high-quality work, resource-
fulness, and teamwork and have made 
a signifi cant effort to help fellow em-
ployees or students.
A Warm, Caring Presence

Cindy, who received two nomina-
tions from fellow staff members, came 
to Colby-Sawyer in 1997 as a music 
teacher for the Windy Hill School. In 
the fall of 2001, she became a kinder-
garten teacher at Windy Hill, as well as 
a writing tutor for the Academic Devel-
opment Center. 

In July 2003, Cindy assumed her role 
of international student advisor for the 
International Student Services. As such, 
she prepares international students for 
their arrival to campus and during their 
college life for academic, intellectual, 
and personal excellence and growth.

Cindy grew up in New Jersey and 
earned a BS in Elementary Education at 
Gordon College and an MA in Educa-
tion at Antioch New England. Her hus-
band Benny, daughters Caren Swanson 
and Lindsey Allenby, son-in-law Dave 
Swanson, and grandchildren Clara 
Swanson and Camden and Micah Al-
lenby were present to see her awarded a 

Cindy Benson Recognized as 
Colby-Sawyer Employee of the Year

plaque and a check of appreciation.
“As you can well imagine, there are 

many challenges [with Cindy’s role]: 
distance, language, paperwork, and the 
coordination of host families, to mention 
a few,” said President Tom Galligan, Jr. 
“Her personal presence and interaction 
with students, faculty, and staff is always 
with a warm, caring presence. Her home 
is a revolving door for anyone who needs 
a bed or a meal, and she and her husband 
are often on the go, driving and chaper-
oning many of their programs and ad-
ventures on weekends and evenings.”

David Elliott, director of Internation-
al Student Services and the colleague 
who works most closely with Cindy, 
said of her, “Any parent who sends her 
child to another country should pray 
that Cindy Benson is on the other end. 
We all know how hard-working she is. 
How dedicated. How patient. But to 
me, the quality that sets Cindy apart is 
her belief in the students, in their basic 
goodness and in their ability to succeed. 
This quality, juxtaposed with her empa-
thy, her sense of humor, and her will-
ingness to extend herself, has contrib-
uted more than most of us can realize to 
the success of the international student 
program at the college.”

Cindy, who accepted her award to a 
standing ovation, says she was amazed 
and surprised to be chosen as Employ-
ee of the Year. “What an honor it is to 
be recognized by my colleagues,” she 
said. “I have the best job in the world, 
working with international students 
and tutoring students one-on-one in the 
Academic Development Center, as well 
as advising the Christian Fellowship on 
campus. I get to know so many types 
of students, and they teach me so much. 
I couldn’t do it without the support of 
my co-workers in every other depart-
ment on this campus. Colby-Sawyer is 
a great place to work, and the day of the 
Celebration of Service was certainly 
one of the best of my life!” 

Among those on hand to see Cindy Benson (center) receive her Employee 
of the Year award were (l-r) grandson Camden Allenby, daughter Lindsey Al-
lenby, granddaughter Clara Swanson (holding the award), husband Benny 
(Paul) Benson, daughter Caren Swanson, grandson Micah Allenby, and son-
in-law, Dave Swanson.

Kat  from page 37

North Carolina.
Katherine returned to Idaho in the 

winter of 2004-2005, apprenticing for 
Sun Valley Trekking, a backcountry 
ski guiding company. For the next six 
years, she commuted seasonally be-
tween Andover for the summer and 
Ketchum, Idaho, for the winter. 

“While in Idaho,” Katherine re-
marks, “I was responsible for taking 
guests into the beautiful mountain 
backcountry on telemark or alpine tour-
ing gear. We hike up mountains and ski 
down them. It is fantastic and magical, 
and done all with foot power.” She also 
taught a backcountry skiing course each 
winter, which was aimed at college stu-
dents. It spanned four weeks, earning 
them college credits.

In the summer of 2005, Katherine 
worked as a line cook at the Flying 

Goose Pub and Grille in New London 
to help pay her bills and plan the future 
of the farm. Katherine spent the follow-
ing summer working the farm, eeking 
out a living from selling vegetables, 
fl owers, and berries and starting the 
CSA program. 

Since then, Katharine has been 
slowly and steadily creating a viable 
and sustainable farming business, while 
trying to stay out of debt, at Two Moun-
tain Farm here in Andover. When asked 
how she feels about having her daugh-
ter living and working here in Andover, 
Gisela said, “I am very proud of Kath-
erine, and I feel very lucky to have her 
here in Andover, putting down roots 
and reconnecting with old friends.”
ASC Merit Scholarships

The ASC is again in the process of 
reviewing applications for merit schol-
arships from high school seniors who 
live in Andover or East Andover or who 

may be a child or grandchild 
of an ASC member. 

The ASC needs support 
in order to continue awarding 
these scholarships. You can 
help by donating to the fund, 
supporting club fundraisers, 
or becoming a member. In-
terested ladies should fi ll out 
the form and return it to ASC, 
PO Box 22, Andover 03216, 
or you may drop it off at the 
ASC Thrift Shop. 

New London Chiropractic 
Center, PLLC

Dr. Olivia Powers 
Weathers

71 Pleasant St.

Offering holistic and 
 comprehensive care

Accommodating hours—both 
early morning and evening 

available

526-NLCC

526-6522

IN STOCK NOW, AND GOING FAST!IN STOCK NOW, AND GOING FAST!
Pick your piece and your color from our NEW

PAINTED PRIMITIVE PINE!
Visit our showroom & gift shop for lots of 

great bargains and special items.

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

Route 11 &   735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover  Open 7 Days
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