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By AE/MS Athletic Department
The Andover Middle School bas-

ketball teams completed the 2010-
2011 season with a great deal of ex-
citement and fun. Both teams traveled 
to Sunapee for the annual dawn-to-
dusk tournament. The teams capped 
off their season with a celebration 
night with the parents.
Dawn-To-Dusk Basketball

The Sunapee Middle School Boys 
and Girls round-robin tournament 
was a great cause and full of terrifi c 
basketball by all the schools invited 
to participate in this day. It was held 
at the Sherburne Gymnasium. The 
boys played on February 4 and 5. The 
girls traveled to the tournament on 
February 12. Both teams enjoyed four 
games of great basketball fi lled with 
awesome teamwork and super heart 
and hustle. The tournament benefi ted 
Sunapee’s local food pantry.

Just like the tournament, the sea-
son ended on a very high note. The 
boys’ coaches noticed the improve-
ment in the team’s defense and solid 
offense that pushed them forward to 
show growth in the team’s abilities on 
the court. Coach Cloutier and Coach 
Adams were very impressed with 
their team’s work ethic in practice to 
improve their basketball skills. “This 
showed in the game play with their 
passing and tough defense,” stated 
Coach Cloutier. “Mr. Adams and I are 
going to miss our great class of eighth 
grade athletes, but we are also look-
ing forward to returning to the court 
with next year’s team. We have high 
hopes.”

The girls’ season ended with a 
bang, winning their last four games. 
They did this with a true team effort. 
The season was plagued with injuries. 

AE/MS Basketball
The girls never had all members able 
to play every game due to these in-
juries. This motivated the players to 
pull together and work harder. Each 
member on the team contributed to a 
successful season.

“The girls never give up. When 
they step on the court, they give 110% 
the whole time,” said Coach Tucker. 
With great sportsmanship and hustle, 
the girls’ team had an enjoyable sea-
son to watch.
Students vs. Parents

Both teams fi nished the season 
with their traditional challenge game 
against the parents. This was followed 
by a pot luck dinner and awards cer-
emony. The girls gave a valiant effort 
but fell short in the win. The game 
was fi lled with smiles and fun. 

The boys followed up with another 
great effort. They fell only four points 
short of a victory over the parents. 
The game was fi lled with end-to-end 
action. 

The celebration was capped off 
with awards presented to the teams 
for completing a season full of growth 
and success. Way to go, Eagles!

Eighth Grade Basketball Players: 
You will be missed!

Girls: Alicia Barry, Kelsie Berry, 
Olivia Blodgett, Taylor Duquette, 
Kelsey Allen, Molly Comrie, Shan-
non Haley, Jesika Heath, Hannah 
Munson, Shelby Perreault, and Bailey 
Powers.

Boys: Jeff Bates, Thaddeus Bick-
nell, Ngawang Dickinson, and Tristan 
McNeel.

The AMS basketball coaches 
would like to thank the fabulous par-
ents for all their help in making this 
another great season for the students.
 

AOC press release
Zach Daniels, from the Andover 

Outing Club (AOC), captured three 
silver medals at the 2011 Ski Jumping 
and Nordic-Combined Junior National 
Championships in Salisbury, Connecti-
cut. The competition was held February 
22 through 26, where athletes compet-
ed both individually and as a team on 
the 70-meter ski jump as well as cross-
country individual and team races.

Zach captured a silver medal in the 
Individual Nordic-combined competi-
tion. The race came down to a photo 
fi nish with Zach less than one second 
behind the fi rst place winner. 

“This was a huge accomplishment, 
because I was competing against some 
of the best junior athletes in the United 
States,” said Zach. “Due to my increased 
cross-country training throughout the 
year, I felt both mentally and physically 
more prepared than ever before. If I 
had 20 more feet, I would have brought 
home the gold medal.”

With another photo fi nish end to the 
cross-country race, Zach placed second 
in the Nordic-combined team competi-

Zach Daniels at the Individual Nordic-combined event during the 2011 Junior 
National Competition in Connecticut.

Zach Daniels Brings Home 
Three Silver Medals

tion. Zach and his teammate Spencer 
Knickerbocker skied an intense race, 
missing the gold by less than two sec-
onds.

Zach also brought home the silver 
medal in the team ski jumping compe-
tition. “It was great to see Team East on 
the podium again at this competition,” 
said Zach. “I look forward to continu-
ing my training and bringing home the 
gold next year.”

Four of the nine athletes who repre-
sented the East in the Junior National 
competition were from the Andover 
Outing Club. Luke Daniels (Zach’s 
brother) secured a fi fth-place fi nish in 
the Individual Nordic-combined com-
petition with his long distance jump-
ing and the third fastest cross-country 
ski time in the race. Luke also placed 
fourth in the Nordic-combined team 
event, fi nishing just seconds behind the 
third place team. Matthew Doyle and 
Luke Daniels fl ew into fi fth place fi nish 
in the Ski Jumping Team Event.

For more information about ski 
jumping in Andover, go to www.An-
doverOutingClub.com. 
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PUBLICIZE YOUR FUNDRAISER!
Articles, photos, and/or ads in the Beacon both before and after the 
event will help raise awareness and $$$ for your cause. 735-6099


