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China  from page 48

joying many sights along the way. Traf-
fi c in Beijing is a challenge in itself and 
yields many opportunities to cringe as 
apparent near-misses pass unnoticed by 

the participants on the street.
Laughter and smiles abound as stu-

dents, staff, and family members enjoy 
a fantastic trip through China, one that 
will be etched in their minds for a life-
time. 

Reilly and Ronan Walsh biked to school on the fi rst full day of spring. The 
morning was clear and dry, but at the end of the school day … not so much. 
Reilly is in sixth grade; Ronan is in third.

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Snow is melting quickly at school, 
and we are getting peeks at our school 
garden beds. Some weathered the win-
ter better than others. Watch for the call 
to volunteers to help us restore beds, 
add beds, and fi ll beds as we prepare 
for a bounty of healthy vegetables to 
enhance school lunches.

The dates have been set for June 
graduations. The kindergarten has their 
“moving up to fi rst grade” ceremony on 
Monday, June 13, in the evening. Our 
eighth grade students will graduate on 
Thursday evening, June 16. Both are 
big events!

Mrs. Pellegrino is guiding her last 
class through kindergarten, as she 
will retire at the end of this year. She 
has millions of great memories of past 
kindergarten students. If you are in the 
building, be sure to look at the collec-
tion of 20 years of kindergarten group 
photos in her hallway. I recognize quite 
a few parents and community members 
in those photos!

The middle school drama club is 
spending many hours after school and 
on weekends preparing for Schoolhouse 
Rock. There will be afternoon and eve-
ning performances on Thursday, April 
7. You won’t want to miss it! 

The Andover One Wheelers will be 
traveling to West Virginia at the end of 
May to cycle in the Strawberry Festival 
Parade. They will be visiting many sites 
on the way down and back, including a 
tour of Washington DC.

Our eighth grade went to college on 
March 28. Students and staff members 
spent the day at Colby-Sawyer College. 
The focus was on the importance of school 
and the opportunities available by attend-
ing college. There were a student panel, 
many speakers, and several activities.

Seventh and eighth grade students 

AE/MS NEWSAE/MS NEWS
traveled over the frost heaves to Sant 
Bani School at the end of March to en-
joy a chamber music concert. This has 
become a traditional event. We hope 
that Sant Bani students will be able to 
come to AE/MS for the afternoon per-
formance of SchoolHouse Rock per-
formed by our middle school students.

The third trimester marking period 
is already underway at AE/MS. The ad-
ditional snow days have stretched our 
school year to June 17.

One of our best evenings at AE/
MS is coming up on April 14 – Poetry 
Night! Students in grades one through 
eight choose poetry that appeals to 
them, within the guidelines for their 
grade, and then work on memorizing 
to prepare for recitations. All students 
benefi t from this experience. 

Our library has an abundance of 
poetry books, so students have a wide 
variety of choices. Poetry is a big part 
of the curriculum in all grades, and it is 
nice to have this annual opportunity to 
celebrate it together. 

Of course, a school with the legend-
ary Poet Laureate Donald Hall (see 
page 39) next door is motivated to read, 
write, and recite poetry anyway. Who 
knows? Maybe a future recipient of 
the National Medal of Arts is sitting in 
a classroom at AE/MS working on a 
poem right now.

SHARE Day is May 13. Please con-
sider offering a workshop or helping 
out in a general manner to be part of 
the fun. This is a real community event 
that involves many Andover residents, 
Proctor Academy teachers, and AE/MS 
teachers and students. Give Gisela Dar-
ling or me a call for more information. 

A few new workshops this year 
will include Zumba, creating and us-
ing hula-hoops, and rocketry. Consider 
joining us for a spirited and productive 
community day. 

By Andover Middle School staff
Grades six through eight were 

honored with a presentation from a 
graphic design major from Colby Saw-
yer College. Kelsie Lee of Wilmot, a 
Colby-Sawyer College senior, won the 
New Hampshire Public Workers Me-
morial Design Contest. The memorial 
will be constructed in Concord. It will 
show the support the state has for the 
people in the public works fi eld.

Kelsie grew up in Wilmot, attending 
school in the Kearsarge district. She has 
a strong connection to the public works 
department in New London. Her father, 

Richard Lee, has been a staple of lead-
ership there for many years as Road 
Agent.

The students enjoyed a presentation 
that allowed them to see Kelsie’s win-
ning design for the memorial being 
built in Concord. She also gave them a 
beautiful look at some of her artwork 
she created while studying graphic de-
sign at Colby-Sawyer College.

The memorial that is based on her 
design will be built with funds raised 
throughout the state. They hope to 
break ground in late summer or early 
fall. 

Middle School Visits With 
Kelsie Lee, Design Contest Winner

GRACE’S 
RadioShack ®

863-4942
Junction Route 11 & 103

Newport

526-2405
New London 

Shopping Center

• Televisions
• Stereos
• Satellites
• Cell Phones
• CB Radios

• Computer Parts & Supplies
• Antenna Systems & Installs
• Telephones & Accessories


