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to those inside the house surviving the 
fi re with no injuries or loss of life. The 
fi re happened in the middle of the night, 
and the smoke detectors woke the oc-
cupants up so they could escape in time, 
he said.

However, several family pets, includ-
ing a dog and one or more cats, died of 
smoke inhalation.

The house, which belongs to Marice 
Gerow, is now severely damaged and 
uninhabitable, according to fi re offi -
cials. It cannot yet be determined if it 
can be repaired.
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By Tara Ballenger
Concord Monitor staff

From the March 28 Concord Monitor
Five people escaped a house 

fire in Franklin early yesterday 
morning.

The Franklin Fire Department ar-
rived at 50 Lawndale Ave. about 2:30 
AM, after a police offi cer on patrol 
called in and reported seeing the home 
ablaze.

All fi ve occupants were safely out-
side the house by the time the depart-
ment arrived, and none suffered inju-
ries, according to fi re offi cials.

About 40 fi refi ghters from the 
Franklin, Tilton-Northfi eld, Hill, 
East Andover, and Belmont depart-
ments battled windy conditions to 
bring the fi re under control within a 
half hour.

In a statement, Franklin fi re Captain 
Steve Fecteau [of Andover] emphasized 
that working smoke detectors were key 

EAFD Responds To 
House Fire In Franklin

Franklin Captain Steve 
Fecteau emphasized that 
working smoke detectors 
saved the people’s lives.

By Rene Lefebvre
East Andover Fire Department

If you take some time to think 
about a day’s events, you will often 
discover that you have learned some-
thing new. One particular day start-
ed for me as a normal work day, but 
late in the morning we were toned by 
dispatch to respond to a neighboring 
community for a house fi re. 

Now, in my 30-plus years of fi re 
fi ghting, responding to a house fi re, 
though not routine, has become, let’s 
say, familiar. One lesson for me, it 
turned out, was that responding to 
a home you know well and that is 
owned by very dear friends is far 
from routine. 

Seeing a home like that on fi re, 
standing next to your friends, makes 
clear and objective thinking a huge 
task. I think another lesson may be 
that as fi re fi ghters, we are emotional 
humans after all.

As that day calmed down and I 
had an opportunity to think about the 
events around the fi re ground, I re-
membered that the homeowner said 
something in passing about the failure 
of his fi re extinguisher. He had said 
that he pushed down on the top but 
the unit failed to discharge. 

After digging in the rubble, we 
found the fi re extinguisher. I took it 
outside, gripped the handle, and the 
remains of the agent came out the 
nozzle. What was buzzing around my 
head was the statement “pushing on 
the top.” 

What we discovered is that when 
the extinguisher was sitting on the 
fl oor, pushing down on the handle 
was the easiest way to use the unit. 
However, to make the unit discharge 
the extinguishing agent you must 
“grip the handle.” Pushing down will 
not let the unit fi re – the whole handle 
must be gripped in order to release the 
safety and discharge the agent. 

The lesson for me: Spend more 
time teaching people the proper use 
of fi re extinguishers. During the heat 
of battle is a bad time to start reading 
the directions.

East Andover Fire Department
If your extinguisher could be con-

sidered an antique, make it a lamp 
and get a new one. If the gauge is 
not at Full or has not been serviced 
in the last two years, take it outside 
and practice using it. The powder in 
most units is very fi ne and messy, 
so don’t point it at the laundry or at 
people. 
Practice Before The Need Arises

Get a feel for how the handle works 
and how far the agent will go. Most 
people never use an extinguisher in 
training; the practice and experience 
may be very valuable later. 

Once you use an extinguisher, it 
is out of service until it is recharged. 
The units are sealed, and discharging 
even a small amount of agent will re-
quire a recharge. 

Place the extinguisher in a conve-
nient location – kitchens are great. 
Having a unit near bedrooms so it can 
be used to fi ght fi re between you and 
the outside door could be a life saver. 

Read and completely understand 
the operator’s manual. Routine in-
spection intervals and servicing 
are also in the manual and must be 
followed to keep your extinguish-
er ready for service. Your fi re de-
partment conducts monthly “truck 
checks” in order to make sure that 
when we need a piece of equipment, 
it is fresh and ready to perform. 
You should conduct monthly safety 
checks of your home, too.

There are many different kinds of 
fi re extinguishers available. I tend to 
recommend a dry-powder ABC for 
homes. It is also a good idea to have 
all the units in your home the same 
model. There is much less chance of 
confusion if they all operate the same 
way.

Please do not hesitate to call us 
for training, advice, or to answer any 
questions you may have. 

Most important of all, if you need 
to use a fi re extinguisher, then you 
also must have someone call 911 at the 
same time. At best, we will help you 
clean up the powdery mess; at worst, 
you will be glad you called. 

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

Tilton
Reduced

$105,000

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Big Deck and Quiet Back Yard

Quiet Spot, Little Traffi c

Park-Carefree Living

Windshield 
World®

• Free Courtesy Cars
• Auto Glass Specialists
• Ask About Our Written Warranty
• Free Mobile Service
• Insurance Approved for Direct Billing
• High-Quality Glass at Competitive Prices
• Prompt, Friendly Service

CLAREMONT, NH CLAREMONT, NH 

174 Washington St., 
542-4242

TILTON, NHTILTON, NH

512 West Main St.,
286-7048

1-800-639-0666

TILTON NH • CLAREMONT NH • GORHAM NH • KEENE NH 
LITTLETON NH • MANCHESTER NH

BARRE VT • BRATTLEBORO VT • NEWPORT VT • RUTLAND VT • 
ST JOHNSBURY VT • WHITE RIVER JCT VT • WILLISTON VT

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM


