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By Walter Walker
Andover High School ’49

Monday, September 5, found us 
up around 9 AM and driving until we 
needed gas, to a place where we also got 
the car greased. “Darn nice grease job, 
and only a buck, too,” says my diary.

We drove until we found a shady 
spot, where we stopped and I wrote 
some letters.

We entered Oklahoma and went 
through Oklahoma City. At Warner 
[Oklahoma] we bought a very good wa-
termelon for only 50 cents. We got on 
the wrong road and went 70 miles out 
of our way. We fi nally got back on our 
correct route and hit the sack around 
9:30 PM.

On September 6 we crawled out of 
bed at 8 AM and crossed into Arkansas 
at 9:30 AM. We stopped and looked for 
a job at Fort Smith, with no luck. We 
then headed south and entered Louisi-
ana at 3:54 PM. We had a quart of milk 
for lunch and drove across the state. 
“The stinkingest state I’ve ever been 
in,” says my diary. We crossed the Mis-
sissippi at 10:30 PM at a cost of $1.55. 
We drove until 11:30 PM then went to 
bed.

We got up at 6:30 AM on September 
7, hit the road, and listened to the growl 
from the rear end, which meant the need 
for a new bearing. We entered Alabama 
at 1:40 PM and installed a new bearing 
ourselves. Cost: over $7.00.

We drove a little way, and it began 
making another noise. We made it to 
Tuscaloosa, though. We had supper at 
the Conants, talked and read until about 
10 PM, then hit the sack in one of their 
bedrooms – with air conditioning!

On September 8 we got up at 8:15 

AM, had breakfast, and went to have 
the car fi xed. The fi rst man we saw did 
not dare to tackle the job, but the second 
would and did. When we went to get the 
car, we had a bill of over 14 bucks!

We looked for work, but found noth-
ing. We had supper at the Conants and 
went to bed around 10 PM.

Friday, September 9, found us doing 
the dishes after breakfast and then off to 
the employment offi ce. The only work 
they had was for cotton pickers, so we 
said, “What the heck, it’s work!” and 
we gave it a try. We started at 9 AM and 
picked that white fl uffy stuff as fast as 
we could until 1 PM, when we weighed 
in. Our pay for four hours work was 73¢ 
– total! That ended that.

As I look back today, I think how 
we were ahead of our time. Many years 
later we all saw the rich white kids go 
south to pick cotton alongside the poor 
blacks.

One thing we all remember is the 
little black girl, very cute and probably 
about four years old, who came over to 
our row probably three times that morn-
ing and said, “Please, Misters, will you 
all tell me the time?”

Back at the Conants, we had lunch, 
did the dishes, and I wrote some letters. 
We did the dishes after supper, also. 
This became a ritual which was helped 
along by the Conants’ two daughters.

On Saturday, September 10 we got a 
job cutting brush just outside town. We 
were paid 50¢ per hour and made six 
bucks among us. We went swimming 
in a nearby pool and returned to the Co-
nants for the evening meal, dishes, and 
to bed around 11:30 PM.

Next time you will read about how 
Mr. Conant fi nds us work. 

ReminiscenceReminiscence

On the Road in 1949On the Road in 1949

Board Chairperson’s Report: 
Chairman Gould shared his positive 
discussion with Merrimack Valley High 
School regarding Andover students.

Public Participation: None.
Good News: Dr. Martin shared his 

praise for the performance of School 
House Rock, directed by Molly Kidane 
and performed by AE/MS students. He 
also noted positive audience behavior.

2011-2012 Calendar: Guidelines 
for school calendar development were 
discussed. Jane recommends the Board 
support the draft presented. The Board 
voted unanimously to accept.

Policies: Appendix KF-R was dis-
cussed. This was presented as a fi rst 
read. Policy will be on the May agenda 
for second read.

Primex Multi-Year Agreements: 

School Board  from page 13 Information regarding a multi-year 
agreement with Primex was discussed. 
By signing this agreement, the district 
will earn a 5% discount. There is also 
a cap benefi t if you sign a multi-year 
agreement, so that the rate can’t increase 
more that 7%. The Board voted unani-
mously to continue with Primex on the 
two-year cap agreement and two-year 
coverage.   

Update on State Revenues: Dr. 
Martin updated the Board on the state 
budget issue, and he addressed the sta-
tus of the state funding for the vocation-
al program at Concord High School.

MVHS Principal Visit: Dr. Jette 
will attend the next Board meeting. The 
Board would like him to address how 
Andover students are doing, as well 
as share information on what Andover 
students do post-graduation.

Curriculum Information: Infor-
mation was provided about a world 
language teacher as well as technology 
education.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP): 
Andover School District made AYP in 
reading, not in math. 

Bubba’s Bar and Grille
976 Route 103

Newbury, NH 03255

(603) 763-3290
www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers, 
Great Salads, and so much more!

   BestPhotos@comcast.net

Videos

ANDOVER ANDOVER 
HISTORICAL HISTORICAL 

SOCIETYSOCIETY
presents

Jere Daniells from Hanover
Speaking on 

NH TOWNS &NH TOWNS &
THE CIVIL WARTHE CIVIL WAR

As part of our celebration of the As part of our celebration of the 
Sesquicentennial celebration ofSesquicentennial celebration of
the Civil War and how townsthe Civil War and how towns

dealt with war.dealt with war.
Refreshments will be served

Wednesday, June 22 • 7 PMWednesday, June 22 • 7 PM
Masonic Lodge, Potter Place

Sponsored by 
the New Hampshire Humanities Council
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