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RICHARD “DICK” BELL COCHRAN, 
of Durham, passed away at the age of 
91 on April 21, 2011, at Portsmouth Re-
gional Hospital. He was born in Andover 
on January 30, 1920. He attended lo-
cal schools and Proctor Academy and 
worked in his family’s hardware store. 
At Proctor he lettered in football, base-
ball and captained the ski team. He was 
a born leader.

He enrolled at the University of New 
Hampshire (UNH) to pursue a degree 
in Civil Engineering. At UNH, he was 
elected president of the local Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity. He was selected as a 
member of the Senior Skulls Honor So-
ciety, participated in the UNH Outing 
Club, and lettered in lacrosse.

Dick spoke proudly of his service 
to his country. He was commissioned 
at Notre Dame University and was as-
signed the 52nd Navy Seabee Battalion. 
He spent 18 months in the Pacifi c The-
ater with the last 12 months in Guam. 
He was honorably discharged in 1946.

After returning to his hometown of 
Andover, a young women sparked his 
interest. Ann was working in the admis-
sions offi ce at Proctor Academy, and the 
two hit it off. Ann and Dick dated and 
were married in 1951.

Dick began his civilian career as a 
fi eld engineer for New England Public 
Service Company of Augusta, Maine. 
While with NEPSCO he worked at 
various locations including Bath Iron 
Works and building the Avery Schiller 
Mercury Vapor Power Plant, in New-
ington, New Hampshire.

After working for utility companies, 
Dick was hired by a Vermont general 
contractor, FA Tucker. This job took 
him to many locations. He and his new 
bride traveled to British Columbia, East-
ern Quebec, and Maine. While with FA 
Tucker, he built numerous large hydro 
and electric projects. Finally they re-
turned to Rutland, Vermont, and started 
a family of two boys, David and Rich-
ard (Andy).

The young family moved to Dover 
in 1956. Dick became the Chief En-
gineer of the 818th Civil Engineering 
Squadron at Pease Air Force Base. He 
was selected as the Deputy Base Civil 
Engineer and fi nally promoted to As-
sociate Base Civil Engineer, the highest 
rank of the SAC positions at Pease. 

In 30 years at Pease, he arrived be-
fore any aircraft were landing at the base 
and left after building runways able to 
accommodate FB111 aircraft. Even af-
ter his retirement, his knowledge of the 
base was recognized, and as the Pease 
Air Force Base transitioned to the Pease 
Development Authority, Dick was often 
called upon for advice.

As a young family, Dick and Ann pro-
moted community sports. Together, along 
with volunteers, they rebuilt Garrison Hill 
in Dover from a scrubby lot to a fi ne little 
ski area complete with rope tow, lighting, 
hut, and safety patrol. Ski lessons were 
provided for children and adults. 

Years later, when the family moved to 
Durham, they started the Oyster River 
School ski team. It was not unusual to see 
their yard fi lled with young skiers getting 
ready for ski trips and state meets.

An expert skier himself, Dick skied 
Tuckerman’s Ravine as a young man. In 
his retirement, Dick skied with a group 
of eight good friends at Gunstock. His 
friends admired and tried to emulate 
his graceful skiing style, a style of ski-
ing developed from the use of longer 
skis that were common in earlier years.

Dick and Ann spent summers sailing 
their small sailboat named Witchcraft 
#113, a Merry Mac. They taught their 
sons sailing, and as a family, enjoyed 
racing in weekly races at the Great 
Bay Yacht Club. Dick and Ann most 
enjoyed sailing their sloop, Tenacity, 
around Portsmouth Harbor, Down East 
Maine, or spending a restful afternoon 
on their mooring in Gosport Harbor. 
Sometimes they ventured with friends 
to ports far south.

Dick was predeceased by the love of 
his life, his wife of 59 years, Ann Co-
chran. He is survived by his eldest son, 
David Cochran of Durham, his second 
son, Richard “Andy” Cochran and his 
wife, Charlotte LeGolvan, of Dover. 
He supported his sons in their pursuits. 
Dick and Dave shared a love of sports, 
especially hockey, most recently follow-
ing the Stanley Cup Playoffs. They were 
both avid fans of the UNH Wildcats. 

In earlier years, they worked to-
gether building Hackmatack Playhouse 
in North Berwick. With his son Andy, 
Dick laid brick for the kilns, directed 
traffi c, and wired lamp for Andy’s pot-
tery operation in Dover. 

Andy and Dick shared many great 

fi shing successes and regrets, especially 
of the great tuna that got away within a 
few feet of the boat. Dick was loved by 
his contemporaries, and by his extend-
ed family with whom he was in contact 
by phone and e-mail. 

Dick lived a long life with his beloved 
wife, a close family, and a great number 
of good friends. A true New Englander, 
he had a strong sense of family and tra-
dition with a wonderful sense of humor 
that always made us smile. 

In lieu of fl owers, please make a do-
nation to the American Heart Associa-
tion or a charity of your choice. 

A celebration of the life of Dick Cochran 
will take place on June 4 from 12 PM to 3 
PM at 8 Beard’s Landing in Durham.

In loving memory of SERGE M. ST. 
GERMAIN, born July 20, 1946 in Gran-
by, Quebec. Serge moved to New 
Hampshire as 
a young child 
and lived a 
great part of 
his adult life in 
Winter Haven, 
Florida. He 
moved back to 
New Hamp-
shire 25 years 
ago and had been a business owner and 
member of the Danbury community for 
many years. Serge died on April 25, 
2011.

Serge will be remembered by family 
and friends as a creative artist and made 
a successful business from his passion 
for antiques with his long-time partner, 
George. He will also be remembered as a 

OBITUARIES

Memorial Service for
Bessie R. Prince
There will be a graveside com-

mittal service on Saturday, June 
4, 2011 at 3 PM at the Franklin 
Cemetery in Franklin for Bessie R. 
Prince, who passed away on Febru-
ary 1, 2011 at the Morrison Home 
in Whitefi eld, New Hampshire. See Obituaries  on page 39
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Charles and Marion (Chadwick) HafnerCharles and Marion (Chadwick) Hafner
526-6442 • www.ChadwickFuneralService.com • Hafner@tds.net

Chadwick Funeral and Cremation ServiceChadwick Funeral and Cremation Service
Are you interestedAre you interested in the cremation option? in the cremation option?

We have been serving familiesWe have been serving families who choose cremation for many  who choose cremation for many 
years. Sometimes cremated remains are buried, scattered, or kept at years. Sometimes cremated remains are buried, scattered, or kept at 
home. Some families choose to split up the cremated remains so that home. Some families choose to split up the cremated remains so that 
each family member is able to keep a portion. It is not necessary to call a each family member is able to keep a portion. It is not necessary to call a 
memorial or cremation society if your choice is cremation. Any funeral memorial or cremation society if your choice is cremation. Any funeral 
home will assist you if that is your desire.  home will assist you if that is your desire.  

We will be happy to meet with you We will be happy to meet with you at the funeral home or at the funeral home or 
in the comfort of your home.in the comfort of your home.

Call Charlie or Marion Hafner at 526-6442Call Charlie or Marion Hafner at 526-6442,
or e-mail us at Hafner@tds.netor e-mail us at Hafner@tds.net

FREE 
BIBLE STUDY 

COURSES 
By Mail 

 

Offered by: 
Church of Christ 

141 Fisherville Road 
Concord  NH  03303 

603-224-0370 

A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics      A Medical Home
276 Newport Road

The Gallery, Suite 107
New London

526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net

Kathleen M. Kidder, APRNKathleen M. Kidder, APRN
Monique Rossignol, APRNMonique Rossignol, APRN
Sean Lyon, APRNSean Lyon, APRN

NEW HORIZONS HAIRSTYLISTS, LLC 

170 Main Street 

Andover, NH 03216 

(603) 735-5289 

Hair care for the entire family! 

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor

Hair Care For The Entire Family
Mary H. Meier, Proprietor, Stylist

Meghan C. Barton, Stylist
170 Main Street • Andover • 735-5289


