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By Christine Frost
AE/MS School Nurse

On Monday, April 18, AE/MS grades 
two through fi ve participated in the 2011 
New Hampshire BikeSmart program to 
reinforce bicycle safety. Although sta-
tistics show that that 12 to 15 year olds 
are the most at risk for being involved in 
a bicycle crash, we hope that by target-
ing the 8 to 11 year olds, this trend will 
be reversed by encouraging good habits 
when they are younger.

The goal for the BikeSmart pro-
gram is to encourage all people in New 
Hampshire to use bicycling and walk-
ing as modes of transportation when-
ever possible. It is very important that 
today’s youth learn how to make bicy-

cling a safe activity.
Students learned that riding your 

bike can be fun if you remember to fol-
low some safety rules:

Wear your helmet the right way: do 
the Eyes, Ears, and Mouth Test.
Check your bike for safety using the 
ABCs: Air, Brakes, and Chain.
Dress for safety: Bright and Tight.
Obey the rules of the road.

Here at AE/MS we love to see the 
students ride to school on their bikes. 
The Rail Trail is a safe route to travel if 
you are looking for an alternative to the 
main road. Keep in mind that it’s a law 
(New Hampshire RSA 265:1444X): Bi-
cycle helmets are required for children 
under age 16.  

AE/MS Learns The Importance 
Of Wearing Bicycle HelmetsBy Jane Slayton

AE/MS Principal
Kindergarten registration for 2011-12 

was held on May 11. Twenty-three soon-
to-be kindergarten students are regis-
tered and ready to start their AE/MS 
adventure. Now we just need a teacher! 
(See the article about Audrey Pellegrino’s 
retirement on page 52.) Interviews are 
already underway for the kindergarten 
position. There are many very qualifi ed 
applicants for the opening.

Fourth and eighth grade students 
took the NECAP Science test in May. 
Grades two through eight all partici-
pated in NWEA testing.

Our Advanced and Intermediate 
Bands will be performing in Wilmot’s 
Memorial Day Observance. This has 
become a nice tradition.

AE/MS yearbooks have arrived, and 
they are fantastic!

Please stop in and enjoy our collec-
tion of shoebox artifacts. All students 
and all staff members have gathered 
together artifacts that represent some-
thing important to their family history. 
They then wrote about the signifi cance 
of their artifact. The writing and the 
shoeboxes can be seen in the AE/MS 
library. It is worth the time to visit. This 
is a very creative, thoughtful, and poi-
gnant collection of memories.

The kindergarten class will offi cially 
become fi rst grade students on Monday, 

June 13 at 6:30 PM at a magical cere-
mony. Come early for good seating!

The eighth grade graduation is 
Thursday, June 16 at 6:30 PM. This is 
a semi-formal occasion and is usually 
before a standing-room-only crowd. 
Thirty-two students will move on to 
the secondary education phase of their 
lives. It is a very special evening with 
student involvement in the program. 

The ceremony ends with a slide show 
that begins with baby pictures of the gradu-
ates and progresses to the present. Gretch-
en Hildebrand and Chris Connor compile 
this sentimental journey every year.

The last day of school is Friday, June 
17. The morning will consist of coop-
erative and competitive outdoor games. 
Students and staff will enjoy the annual 
barbecue for lunch. Andover’s number-
one rock group, Long Tail Monkeys, will 
perform, followed by the seventh grade 
catapult demonstration and competition.

Please consider joining us to say 
good-bye to Ms. Fitzpatrick and Mrs. 
Pellegrino as they end their AE/MS ca-
reers. There will be a chance to do this 
on Monday, June 20, from 3:30 to 5:30 
PM at Bluewater Farm Lodge on Brad-
ley Lake. Drop by and stay for as long 
or as little as you want. Friends, neigh-
bors, and family are all invited. Tea and 
snacks will be served. Ms. Fitz and Mrs. 
P have touched the lives of many. Let’s 
send them off in style! 
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pecially when I was pushed. When 
rock climbing in Tucson, I was scared 
but decided to rappel down the side of 
a mountain. On my three-day solo in 
the desert, I became comfortable with 
being alone. After the fi rst frightening 
night was over, I became more certain 
of my abilities to stay by myself.

My time at Proctor has been fi lled 
with growth and an acceptance of who 
I am as a person. My Proctor career has 
translated into nearly 1,460 days liv-

ing in Mac House, a three-day solo, a 
two-month sail from Massachusetts to 
Puerto Rico, hundreds of adventures, 
and four amazing years at Proctor.

Megan Hardie, the faculty member 
on campus who has seen me grow the 
most over the past four years, observed, 
“You’re about you, it’s not about being 
anyone else.” With only a limited num-
ber of days until graduation, I intend 
to do what I love, look for more adven-
tures, and just be me.

Megan is a four year senior from Ac-
ton, Massachusetts. 

Megan  from page 42
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support The Andover Beacon.

Thank you for all the
appreciation shared with 

AEMS staff members
during AEMS Staff

Appreciation Week!

We are furtunate to live in a 
community that shows their 

support and
appreciation for our school 

365 days a year.

THANK YOU
Let No Woman 
Be Overlooked
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