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Trenton Bonk, who attends Bishop Brady High School in Concord, at-
tained high honors for the third quarter this year and has been on the hon-
or roll for the entire school year.

(The Beacon needs to do a better job recognizing the achievements of 
Andover high school students who don’t attend MVHS or Proctor, as well 
as all our Andover students who go on to college or trade school. Parents: 
Please send news whenever you can!) 

By Alan Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

The Andover One Wheeler Travel-
ing Team has recently returned from 
their annual trip. This year the team 
traveled to West Virginia’s Strawberry 
Festival in Buckhannon, West Virginia. 
It is the fourth time that the team has 
been in this parade, including trips in 
1993, 1994, and 2005.

The trip began with an early depar-
ture from AE/MS on Wednesday, May 
18. This year’s trip included a stop at 
Hersheypark in Hershey, Pennsylva-
nia. Frequent heavy rain kept the trav-
elers in and out of ponchos and under 
umbrellas as the rides shut down until 
the rain subsided. Despite the wetness, 
everyone still had a good time, trying 
to fi t in as many rides and activities as 
possible between the rain drops.

As I type this, we are westbound on 
I-81, having left Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia this morning. We will be in Buck-
hannon, West Virginia tonight, staying in 

a dormitory of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College. The pool will be open, a favor-
ite activity of One Wheelers. The college 
hosts many bands from outside the area.

Saturday afternoon, May 21 was 
the Strawberry Festival Parade, West 
Virginia’s largest. It is a long parade of 
2.5 miles through portions of the city, 
ending on Strawberry Lane. Other ac-
tivities include a fi refi ghter’s parade, a 
street party, and fi reworks.

The team departed Buckhannon im-
mediately after the parade to stay Sat-
urday night outside of Washington DC. 
We planned a quick tour of Washington 
DC for Sunday, beginning at the Lin-
coln Memorial. (See the team’s photo 
on page 25.) We walked along The Mall 
with groups heading for various Smith-
sonian museums, ending at the Air and 
Space Museum.

We stayed in Maryland for the night 
and pushed north to Andover for an 
early evening arrival Monday, May 23.
 

Andover One Wheelers

The Andover One Wheelers travel team enjoys pool time at the hotel outside 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The kids always enjoy a chance to wind down af-
ter nine hours on a bus. Front (l-r): Riley Keezer, Myles Powers, Jason Lewis, 
Madalyn Goodwin. Middle: Betsy Abrahamson, Emmi Abrahamson, Ainsley 
Goodwin, Maya Haynes, Samantha Parkman, Alicia Barry, Erin Hanscom, 
Hannah Veinotte, Bailey Powers. Back: Colby Benoit, Ben Yusko, Elizabeth 
Labrie, Coach Michelle Keezer.  Photo and caption: Alan Hanscom

By Alan Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

The 2011 Andover One Wheelers trip 
to West Virginia and Washington DC is 
likely to be the last trip for the traveling 
team for several reasons. The business 
model for the group has changed a lot 
over the years. For many years the team 
enjoyed free or discounted transporta-
tion from AB Transportation. Because 
of this substantial generosity, the team 
was able to place all appearance fees 
in the school account to pay for the trip 
and incidental costs. Fundraising made 
up the cost of the trip.

The team started paying full trans-
portation costs with the new bus con-
tract. This consumes approximately 

50% of the parade fees. It was often a 
challenge to fundraise about $1,000 per 
month towards a trip before this change. 
Doubling that amount is nearly impos-
sible in a small town like Andover with-
out becoming a major annoyance to the 
community. Further, it would become 
a full time job for someone to organize 
this among a core group of about 10 
families.

A second factor is the parades them-
selves. The downturn in the economy 
has resulted in many parade sponsors 
reducing or eliminating their contri-
butions to parade organizers. Fees are 
mostly stagnant at 2008 levels, if they 
arrive at all. The One Wheelers were not 

One Wheelers No Longer 
Planning Big Annual Trips

gave the adults a nice opportunity to 
visit with each other.

SHARE Day afternoon was spent ad-
miring all the projects from the morning 
and enjoying a Zumba performance, a 
hula hooping demonstration, and a har-
monica tune. Students displayed their 
creations from the morning workshops 
around the gym, and all had a chance to 
see what each other created. 

Students then settled into seats and 
enjoyed a performance coordinated by 
Nancy Tripp and Mr. Wiley’s fi rst grade 
class. Afterwards, the School House 
Rock singers took the stage and dazzled 
us once again with their amazing voices 
and choreography.

Of course, we all know SHARE Day 
would not exist without Gisela Darling 
working behind the scenes. Thank you 
again, Gisela, for another fabulous 
SHARE Day! 

SHARE  from page 52

See AOW  on page 45
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Now Hiring Part-time  

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
No experience necessary, we train!

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Opportunities are currently available in ANDOVER, NH.
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FIRST STUDENT
454 North Road, North Sutton, NH

603-927-6032
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