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Andover Fish & Game Club
By Gordy Ordway
Andover Fish & Game Club

We hosted our annual kids fi shing 
derby last month, and we had 
an awesome turnout! A 
big thanks to Heidi Mur-
phy of New Hampshire 
Fish and Game, who 
brought us the trout on 
Friday, and to the parade 
of kids who helped to stock 
Highland Lake on Friday for the derby 
on Saturday morning. 

A total of 121 kids signed up to 
fi sh! The weather turned out great, 
and, thanks to our members, everyone 
enjoyed some refreshments. We had a 
50/50 drawing and several raffl e prizes. 

The winners of this year’s kids fi sh-
ing derby were: 

1st: Colby Laughy
2nd: Kaitlyn French
3rd: Bryann Place
Total length: Mitchell Golas. 
Largest non-trout: Ethan Fecteau
All these kids received trophies.
We also had a pistol raffl e this year. 

The gun was donated by Ruger, and the 
winner was John Braley. 

This year our annual turkey pool 
was sponsored again by The Barn Store 
in Salisbury. Thanks to everyone down 

there – good job! The winners 
this year were:

1st: Lucas Benoit 
2nd: Zach Barton 
3rd: Charles St 

Jacques 
4th: Tom Mackey 

5th: Harry Johnson 
6th: Steven Beck, Sr. 
7th: Tim Tilton 
8th: Gordy Ordway 
9th: Pat Mead
There were 42 birds registered in 

the pool. Thanks to Shawn Upton, who 
runs the pool for us. 

Last month we had a guest speaker: 
Norm Crisp, who resided in Andover 
years ago. He had a very nice slideshow 
on fl y fi shing in the states and in Chile, 
South America. 

At our next meeting, we are making 
plans for our Big Beef BBQ at Proctor 
Academy. Our meetings are at the club-
house on the channel at Highland Lake, 
on the last Tuesday of the month at 7:30 
PM. All are welcome. 
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FNRT press release
The Friends of the Northern Rail 

Trail (FNRT) is planning a Golden 
Spike Celebration for Sunday, July 31, 
in the center of Danbury, about mid-
point on the completed rail trail, at the 
junction of Route 4 and High Street. 
The ceremony, with state offi cials and 
guests in attendance, will begin at 11 
AM at the site of the old railroad sta-
tion next to mile marker 31.6 on Route 
4 and will be followed by refreshments, 
entertainment, tours of the 100-year-old 
Blazing Star Grange hall, and rides/
walks along the trail. 

In addition, a drive for in-kind dona-
tions to the Danbury Food Bank will be 
solicited. For more information on the 
rail trail, downloadable maps, member-
ship opportunities, and details about fu-
ture events, visit FNRT.org.
Firecracker 5K

On Monday, July 4, the Firecrack-
er 5K race will start at 9 AM from 
Blackwater Park off Lawrence Street in 
Andover. Registration forms are avail-
able online beforehand at FNRT.org or in 
person on race day beginning at 8 AM.
National Trails Day

On National Trails Day, June 4, the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
both Grafton and Merrimack counties 
and the Upper Valley Trails Alliance 

got in motion to celebrate the Northern 
Rail Trail. They organized a series of 
bike rides ranging from 8 to 28 miles 
along the 46-mile completed length of 
the Northern Rail Trail between Leba-
non and West Franklin.

Steve Rayno of Franklin biked 
from Franklin to Ice House Lane; Tom 
Frantz of Andover led a group from 
Potter Place to Webster Lake and were 
greeted and accompanied by a snap-
ping turtle; Mike Loomis of Newbury 
biked with his wife and daughter to 
Blackwater Park; Alex Bernhard of 
Andover led a group of six from Potter 
Place to Danbury, where they enjoyed 
the new benches at the Danbury Gen-
eral Store. 

Lindy and Craig Heim of Wilmot 
covered two directions, from Eagle 
Pond Road to Potter Place and to 
Danbury Center. John Taylor of the 
Upper Valley Trails Alliance went 
from Canaan to Danbury; Ken War-
ren of the Grafton Friends biked from 
Enfi eld to Canaan, and Grafton Friend 
Amelia Sereen went from Lebanon to 
Enfi eld.

Some from as far away as Ver-
mont and as close as Meredith and 
Manchester rode under bright sun and 
blue sky. Even the weather celebrated 
the Rail Trail that June Saturday! 

Golden Spike Ceremony
Will Celebrate Completed Rail Trail

(L-r): Steve Rayno, Barbara Studley, Ed Dansereau, Tom Frantz
 Photo: Myra Mayman

Whether you’re building or buying a new home,
or simply thinking of ways to update your current home,

turn to TDS for all your communications needs! 

We can provide all the communications services you need
for your home or home office—from phone service, and

advanced voice features, to High-Speed Internet, and more!

Learn about special offers in your area, call TDS today.

1-888-CALL-TDS
www.tdstelecom.com

SET YOUR DESIGNS ON TDS

46780/10-06/3191

Support Our Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 

And be sure to thank them for advertising!


