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By Frank Richards
EAES graduate

There will be a reunion for the East 
Andover Elementary School circa 1960 
on Saturday, August 27. It will be held at 
the Andover Fish and Game Club from 
2 to 4 PM. It is organized on a “bring 
your own food and drink” basis. A grill 
will be available.

There is a bathroom, easy parking, 
and a good sitting area at the Andover 
Fish and Game Club. We are planning 
to take a short walk at about 3 PM to 
visit the old school building.

We are sending invitations to the 
sixth grade class of 1960. However, 
anyone who attended the East Andover 
Elementary School at around that time 
is cordially invited. We’d love to see 
anyone we knew from back then. “We” 
are Frank Richards, Cynthia (Phelps) 
Alley, and Steve Smith.

Last year, Cynthia my childhood 
friend and next door neighbor, “friend-
ed” me on Facebook. She noticed I was 
“friends” with a character named Andy 

Hatt, who she also “friended.” Then she 
tracked down Stephen Wollmer, who 
none of us had seen since 1962. Then, 
“friends” Nancy (Burney) Rondeau, 
Lillian (Jurta) Blalock, Susan Huntoon, 
Norman Crisp, and Peter Chamberlain 
all appeared out of the cyber ether.

I know these names are unfamiliar to 
most readers of the Beacon today. How-
ever, 50 years ago, we were the kids in 
town. I think I can accurately state that 
we were some happy to reconnect af-
ter all these years. I think it was Steve 
Wollmer who originally suggested the 
reunion, although I am not completely 
sure.

Andy Hatt provided the scanned 
photo we used to identify our former 
classmates. We are still missing contact 
information for Robert Downs, Law-
rence (Jumbo) Prentice, and Robert 
Wilson. 

My e-mail address is Frank04989@
gmail.com. I’d welcome any contact in-
formation that people may have. 
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Top (l-r): Nancy Burney, Andy Hatt, Betty Shampney, Brian Shaw, Lillian Jurta, Jer-
ry Hersey. Row 2: Cynthia Phelps, Bruce French, Sherida Keyser, Frank Richards, 
Beverly Miller, Ralph Gove, Barbara Corliss. Row 3: Robert Currier, Carlene Long-
fellow, Larry French, Ray Streeter. Row 4: Steve Smith, Robert Wilson, Pio “Pete” 
Shampney, Mark Thompson, Wyman Ordway, Lance Ford, Robert Carpenter. Bot-
tom: Charles Decateur, Loring Ford, Robert Jurta, Steve Wollmer. Not shown: Susan 
Huntoon, Lawrence Prentice, George Barton, Robert Downs.

(L-r) Frank Richards, Cynthia Phelps Alley, and Stephen Smith are helping 
organize a reunion for people who attended East Andover Elementary School 
around 1960.

By Judy Perreault
Andover High School ’53

I had an e-mail from Harold Crane 
’49 in regard to the yearbook and when 
the Blue Crest was adopted. He believes 
that it originated with the class of ’49. 
He recalls drawing the Crest Emblem 
from a source that he didn’t remember. 
He also said theirs was the fi rst class to 
have the yearbook professionally print-
ed with a hard cover.

In 1941 it was professionally printed 
with a soft cover and – surprise! – it had 
the Crest Emblem, which is probably 
where the class of ’49 found it.

I am missing yearbooks for the years 
1942, ’43, ’44, ’45, ’47, ’48. I am not sure 
if a yearbook was printed during the war 
years or before 1941. If anyone has these 
years and wishes to part with them I would 
be happy to add them to our collection or 
at least would like to copy them.

I have yearbooks consecutively from 
1949 to 1963, and Harold’s e-mail prompt-
ed me to take a closer look at them. The 
only one that looks like it was done in-
house was 1946, which I wrote about last 
month. It had two graduates (capped and 
gowned) on the front and said “Andover 
High School” and the year.

From 1949 to 1963 the yearbooks 
were professionally printed with hard 
covers and called The Blue Crest, ex-
cept for 1952, which was a soft cover 
and titled Memories. The cover featured 

a graduate and a book.
Of the 17 books that I have, 11 were 

white and the rest blue, and six of these 
featured the Crest Emblem.

Cover designs varied: 1950 had an 
open book, inkwell, and feather; 1956 
featured two graduates standing at a 
four-way corner post; 1957 had a shield-
like design with scholarly inserts; 1958 
had various student silhouettes doing 
different activities; 1959 was somewhat 
the same as 1958; 1960 sported an eagle; 
and 1962 and 1963 showed geometric de-
signs. As far as I can see the Blue Crest 
did originate with the class of ’49, as did 
the hard cover. It was interesting to com-
pare the years and see how each class 
wished to personalize their yearbook.
Reunion!

The yearbooks that I have, as well as 
other memorabilia, will be on display at 
the reunion on Saturday, July 9. We’ll 
gather at 10 AM, then hold a brief meet-
ing and take pictures starting at 11 AM. 
The place is the Ordway Recreational 
Area in South Danbury, off Route 4. 
Watch for the blue and white balloons. 
We’ll have the coffee ready. In case of 
rain, we will meet at the old high school. 

Bring a chair, a pot luck dish, a bever-
age, and memorabilia. And think about 
coming for the Fourth of July celebra-
tion on the Village Green in Andover 
and staying on for the reunion. Don’t 
miss all the fun! 
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