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AM with the scouts raising the fl ag and 
Margo Coolidge singing the national 
anthem. Dave Grover gave the invoca-
tion.

As folks shopped, they could enjoy 
the music of the Kearsage Community 
Band at their new berth by the chapel. 
They could also relax in The Andover 
Beacon’s Old Home Day tent to munch 
on a snack and visit friends.

Jack Braley organized a car show at 
the Pizza Chef parking lot. He pulled it 
off at the last minute, after all the public-
ity was done and the programs printed. 
We hope this will be a yearly event.

The Andover One Wheelers sailed 
into their performance and displayed 
their incredible agility and balance on 
their unicycles.

More patriotic singing by Margo 
Coolidge and Nancy Tripp heralded the 
beginning of the parade.
The Parade

Leading our parade were the Whit-
man Davidson American Legion Post 
49 Honor Guard and Auxiliary District 
7 Drill Team and the VFW Post 1698 
Color Guard and Ladies Auxiliary. Fol-
lowing was the Andover Lions Club’s 
Concord coach, and riding in it was 
the Grand Marshall Gregor Makech-
nie, representing Proctor Academy. 
Our program this year was dedicated to 
Proctor Academy for its many years of 
support. 

Also riding in the coach were Greg 
Hamel of the Blackwater Junction 
Restaurant and Charlie Darling of The 
Andover Beacon, both winners of the 
Granite State Fellows Award given by 
the New Hampshire Lions Sight and 
Hearing Foundation “for exceptional 
service to New Hampshire citizens.” 
Charlie was very patriotic in his Uncle 
Sam regalia.

The Bektash Drum and Bugle Corps 
was the fi rst of our four bands to play 
their way up Main Street. Their red, 
blue, and gold uniforms added a vi-
brant splash of color to the scene. We 
are honored that they choose to come to 
Andover each year.

We welcomed the New Hampshire 
Pipe and Drum Band to Andover this 
year. Several band members are from 
the area. They wore their traditional 
dress of green plaid with grey-green 
vests and matching knee socks. They 
played their bagpipes and drums with 
a defi nite fl air. 

In addition to marching in the parade 
they gave a concert on the green and 
played an assortment of music includ-
ing Scotland, The Brave and Amazing 
Grace. Their director mentioned how 
diffi cult it is to tune a bagpipe. Their 
performance featured two young la-
dies who danced the Scottish Fling and 
Scottish Lilt. We would like to see this 
unique band again.

Miss Kearsarge Valley graced us 
with her presence, as did Seymour the 
Squirrel from the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust. Captain Morrill and 
his crew added an extra “spark” to our 

celebration. They are an 18th-century 
colonial reenactment company and are 
number one in New Hampshire. 

Leapin’ Lena just warms our hearts 
with her antics. Folks just “leap” at the 
chance to ride in the back seat. With us 
this year was Murray the Moose from 
Ragged Mountain Resort, the Boy 
Scouts, Andover Baseball champions, 
Franklin Recreational Cheer, Frank-
lin Footlight Theatre, and Halfway to 
Broadway, a new theatre group here in 
Andover that has big plans for a local 
Community Arts Center.

The Bluff Point Quahog Diggers Fife 
and Drum Band put in a return appear-
ance. Whenever I see them, I can pic-
ture a similar group leading a Civil War 
unit into battle. Their music inspires a 
wave of patriotism.
Children’s Parade

Sara Tracy did a great job with the 
children’s parade. Her judges were 
Cheyanne and Megan from Franklin. 
The judges’ picks (fi rst place through 
fourth place):

Toddler to Three Years Old: Delana 
Adams, Sam Gilman, Asa Gilman, 
Henry Schackai

Four to Five Years Old : Hannah 
Rose Lopas, Amelia Schackai, Ellen 
and Grayson Noyer, Loh Koan.

Six to Nine Years Old: Chris Mohair, 
Ryahhe Telley, Julianna Baptiste, Colin 
Coolidge

Special Fire Engine Award for Macy 
the Fire Dog: Mark Grover and Gavin 
Gamble
Floats

We were happy to have 11 fl oats in 
the parade, and we were able to give out 
all the prize money. Great participation! 
We want to see all of you back next 
year. First through fourth place:

Andover Fish and Game Club, Youth 
Hunting and Fishing; Two Mountain 
Farm, Get To Know Your Local Mar-
kets; Andover Girl Scouts, Farm Stand; 
Hurlbutt Construction, Thingamajig

Best Decorated: Marceau and Sons 
Asphalt and Paving. Best Costume: 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust. Most Unique: Lake Sunapee 
Bank. Most Patriotic: Long Tail Mon-
keys.

Thanks to Julie Cooper and her son 
for judging.
Animals

We had a number of equestrian 
entries, and one team of oxen. First 
through fourth places: Mary Ann Guar-
aldi riding Bobo; Lynn McLaughlin 
riding Spooner; Courtney Shaw riding 
Red; Elizabeth and Emily riding Pride.

Thanks to Joyce Egge for providing 
prize money and judging.
Vehicles

Blue ribbons went to:
Mike Braley, 1930 green Ford sport 

coupe
Ken Blevens, 1931 red Ford roadster
Josie Martios 1956 blue Ford pickup 
Pat and Dennis Patten, 1963 Ford 

Galaxy 
Roger Gross, 1967 blue Camero Su-

per Sport 
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At 130 runners, the number of ath-
letes who participated in the Friends of 
the Northern Rail Trail (FNRT) 
and Andover Fourth of July 
Committee’s Firecracker 5K 
foot race on the Fourth of July 
was a record. Organizer and 
FNRT board member Tom 
Frantz declared the 2011 race 
the biggest and best yet. The 
2011 race was fast, fl at, and fun 
for all ages and abilities and a 
great fundraiser for FNRT. 

This year, 3C Race Produc-
tions was engaged to do the 
timing for the race. Organiz-
ers would like to thank all who 
came to race on a sunny, warm 
Fourth of July. It was a good 
day for the race and excellent support 
of the rail trail.

Coming in fi rst overall was Sam 
Burke from Westfi eld, Massachusetts, 
with a time of 17:13. Second was Michael 
Hoffman of Rochester, New York, last 
year’s winner, with a time of 17:16. Eigh-
teen-year-old Tim Clements of Saratoga 
Springs, New York, fi nished third. 

The fi rst overall woman winner was 
17-year-old Lindy Heffernan of Sutton 
Mills with a time of 21:54. Lindy has 
just graduated from Kearsarge Region-
al High School (KRHS), where she was 
the captain of the KRHS soccer team. 

She will be attending St. Michael’s Col-
lege in the fall to study psychology. 
Amy Tkaczyk of Northwood fi nished 

second, followed closely by 16-year-old 
Maggie Bolger of New London. 

Andover residents who fi nished in 
the top three in their respective age 
brackets are (women) Samantha Park-
man (3rd, 12 and under), Amy Make-
chnie (2nd), and Vicky Mishcon (3rd); 
(men) David Reynolds (2nd, 12 and un-
der), Brian Kellogg (2nd), Ross Young 
(1st), and Brian Reynolds (2nd).

Congratulations to all the runners!
To see complete race results, visit 

CoolRunning.com or tinyurl.com/5rstgyv; 
for more pictures of the race, visit Face-
book.com/FNRTNH. 

FNRT’s Tom Frantz congratulates Lindy Hef-
fernan, the fi rst female fi nisher.
 Photo: Lindy Heim
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COUNTRY ELEGANCE 
awaits you in 
this classic 3-bed- 

room cape! An inviting 
entrance welcomes 
both friends and family 
into this beautiful cus-
tom built home. Enjoy 
the gourmet kitchen 
with stainless steel 
appliances and break-
fast nook, formal living room and dining room, large 

sunroom and 
family room.  
Lovely manicured 
grounds, patio, 
large deck, and 
garden shed 
enhance the 
outdoor living 
space for your 
enjoyment.
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