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The big news this month involves 
mountain lions. Julie Gaudette reports 
seeing one in the fi eld along Route 4 near 
Fenvale. She was driving home 
on a Monday in late June when 
she spotted the animal, and as 
she slowed her car to watch, it 
walked calmly away from her. 
Julie is certain it was a mountain 
lion based on the dull, tawny 
coat, muscular build, and long 
tail. By the time Julie turned her 
car around to come back for an-
other look, the animal had dis-
appeared into the tall grass.

This is not the only local 
mountain lion sighting. On 
June 16, Carmen Bates and her 
daughter, Emily, were driving 
on Maple Street in East Andover 
when both noticed an animal ahead. It 
crossed the road and then paused on top 
of the stone wall long enough for them 
to notice the color of its coat and its long 
tail before heading into the woods. 

Carmen and Emily contacted Heide 
Murphy, Andover resident and Conser-
vation Offi cer for the New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Department, who met 
them at the site. From the details of their 
description, Heide agreed that a moun-
tain lion would be the best match, but 
there were no tracks or other clues to al-
low positive identifi cation. 

When asked about mountain lions in 
New Hampshire, Heide acknowledged 
that “it might be possible that there is a 
cat or two around,” but points out that 
“there is still no physical evidence as 
proof of a viable population. The de-
partment has never had to pick up a 
road-kill mountain lion, nor has one 
ever been ‘caught’ by any of the many 
game cameras out in the woods.” 

Heide mentioned that there have 
been cases of exotic and non-native 
species found in the state, among them 
a (confi rmed) picture of an ocelot in 
Andover and a couple of American Al-
ligators taken from nearby waters. For 
that reason, she is “not going to dispute 
what someone may have seen,” and re-
minds us all that “the New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Department would be 
interested in any physical evidence 
somebody may have. State law protects 
mountain lions, so they would be illegal 
to hunt or shoot unless you could prove 
you were in imminent danger.”

If you would like to see a mountain 
lion up close and learn more about the 
animal, consider a visit to the Squam 
Lakes Natural Science Center in 
Holderness. The two mountain lions at 
the center are on permanent loan from 
Montana, where they were found as or-
phans. Plan your visit by consulting the 
Center’s Web site at NHNature.org.
Albino Porcupine

A real oddity is the albino porcupine 
spotted by Frank Baker and Barbara 

Taylor along Route 127 in Salisbury in 
early June. Fish and Game biologist Pat-
rick Tate, responding to a similar report 
from Weare in August 2010, described 
the sighting as unusual. He said “the al-

binism gene is a recessive trait. Both par-
ents have to carry it, and the probability 
of an albino offspring is 25 percent.”
Bear

Our esteemed editor, Charlie Dar-
ling, had a close-up experience with 
nature that was both memorable and (in 
the true sense of the word) awesome. 
He writes, “In mid-June I was work-
ing quietly in the chicken coop when a 
year-old black bear, about the size of a 
big dog, wandered around the woodpile 
and into the yard. He (or she?) nosed 
around for a little bit, then discovered 
carpenter ants in an old pile of lumber 
about 20 feet from where I was stand-
ing. I watched him leisurely eat his way 
through their nest for about 15 minutes 
– some of his movements, particularly 
with his paws and arms, were eerily 
human-like – before he ambled off into 
the woods again.”
Loons

Donna Baker-Hartwell sends in the 
good news that the loons on Highland 
Lake are now incubating two eggs. In 
response to my questions, loon volunteer 
and biologist Susie Burbridge wrote, “I 
think the nest was initiated right after 
July 4, so it will hopefully hatch around 
August 1 or 2. It is very important for 
boaters to be careful around the island; 
it seems that the eggs get washed out of 
the nest every year. Unfortunately the 
loons haven’t fi gured out that the raft 
might be a better spot for them. Some-
times it takes many years for the loons 
to use a raft in a given location. I think 
it’s also important to mention that if the 
chicks hatch, we recommend that peo-
ple stay at least 150 feet away from the 
loons and continue to boat with caution, 
since loon chicks cannot dive when they 
fi rst hatch.”

Veteran loon-watcher Dot Skeels 
reports that two loon chicks are alive 
and well on Bradley Lake. This is the 
second year in a row that both chicks 
survived. Dot has been keeping an eye 
on that lake since 1964, but it wasn’t 
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Tina Cotton took this photo of one of the fox 
pups that has been enjoying the Chase Hill 
Road neighborhood this year.

See Loons  on page 33
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