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By Josh Bennett
Proctor Journalism Class

My palms suddenly become cold and 
clammy. Beads of sweat begin trickling 
down the back of my neck. It’s April, 
and even though the snow has yet to 
relinquish the ground from its icy grip, 
I’m still sweating profusely as I sit in the 
admissions offi ce of Proctor Academy, 
nervously waiting for my interview.

Even now, four years later, I can re-
member that interview like it was yes-
terday. Every time the interviewer asked 
a question I wasn’t sure how to answer, 
I’d break out into a tangent and then 
try to play it off. Applying to a private 
school like Proctor was intimidating.

I’d grown up in small Andover my 
whole life, and this was the fi rst time I’d 
ever experienced anything beyond the 
local elementary/middle school. Now I 
return to that same admissions build-
ing as a four-year senior, looking for 
answers on what it takes to become a 
Proctor day student in 2011.

Charlie Durell, the Admissions Co-
ordinator, has been working at Proctor 
for 29 years. Obviously, she knows her 
way around the place. Charlie recounted 
for me some of her admissions wisdom. 
“We’ve had some very ‘interesting’ stu-
dents. Chris had somebody fall asleep 
during his interview once.” She laughs 
and leans back in her chair, “Yeah, 
we’ve met some fascinating kids, believe 
me. But for the most part, if the student 
is buying into what we’re selling, and 
they’re willing to learn, willing to put the 
time in, they’ve got a good chance.”

“There are times of the year,” she 
continues, “When it’s overwhelming ... 
like right now,” she laughs. Out of all 
the many factors that impact the school, 
the work at admissions is often the most 
infl uential and the most overlooked. 
This tight-knit team hand selects every 
future student from an application pool 
of over 450 in order to determine the 
future student population. The number 
of students who are admitted is usu-
ally around 235, roughly 50% of all ap-
plicants. The number of students that 
then choose to enroll, however, is much 
smaller, not more than 110.

One of the biggest things they look 
for in future students, says Charlie, is “a 
good attitude. The right mindset is one 
of the biggest factors.” Along with that 
she included “a willingness to work, 
and to learn.” Many other members of 
Admissions agree.

James Beaudoin and Diane Fowler, 
both Proctor alumni working for Ad-
missions, look for a genuine desire to 
take advantage of the opportunities 
present at Proctor and a willingness to 
try new experiences. A funny thing is, 
the more I learn about Admissions, the 
more I wonder how I ever got into Proc-
tor in the fi rst place!

Proctor day students need to be fl ex-
ible and willing to take risks when it 
comes to their school work. Going to 

school here is a much harder endeavor 
than I ever imagined. My freshmen 
year I would usually have to spend at 
least an hour every night in the library 
doing homework, a task that was alien 
to me at public school.

The reward, however, can be stun-
ning. Having a strong GPA at a school 
like Proctor is very impressive to col-
leges and has allowed me opportunities 
at out-of-state schools I would never 
have had a shot at otherwise. As Avery 
Cushman, a second-year Admissions 
Offi cer, put it: “Proctor is all about giv-
ing kids opportunities.”

When I was applying to Proctor, one 
of the fi rst things I noticed was the dif-
ference in social dynamics for day stu-
dents. Not only were they hanging out 
around campus less, they were rarely 
seen, since many leave right after sports 
or dinner. That’s one of the many chal-
lenges that day students at Proctor face: 
the challenge of not living in a dorm.

While that is a blessing at times, it 
makes integrating into the social com-
munity of Proctor harder. Day students 
have to go home every night, while 
their boarding friends live together and 
are able to develop closer relationships 
with their peers.

As a local day student, I didn’t have too 
much trouble waltzing on over to campus 
during my free time to hang out at the Wise 
Student Center, or to catch one of the great 
hockey rivalries against Tilton. However, 
day students who have to drive to campus 
every day may fi nd it hard their fi rst few 
years (before they can drive themselves) 
to really engage in the social scene.

My advice is to have an open atti-
tude toward the new people you meet, 
and you’ll fi nd it easy to make friends 
and have fun hanging out together dur-
ing your free time.

Having been here for four years, I 
can say that it’s not hard to take advan-
tage of Proctor. Future day students who 
want “The Proctor Experience” have to 
be willing to truly put themselves into 
Proctor. My fi nal piece of advice is this: 
“You get what you put in.”

Josh graduated in June as a four-
year senior from Andover. 
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N E W  P ROV I D E R S

ANDOVER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 
is pleased to welcome Family Nurse 
Practitioner, Barbara Wood, APRN 
to the local community. Barbara will 
practice general family medicine, with 
office hours at Andover Family Practice, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
between 8:30 a.m and 4:00 p.m.
 
Wood holds a Masters Degree in Nursing from 
the University of New Hampshire and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Nursing from Georgetown University in Washington, DC. 

She has worked in the Lakes and Three Rivers Regions since 1996.
 

To schedule an appointment, 
please call the Andover Family 
Practice at (603) 735-4363. 

77 Franklin Street • Franklin • TalkingtonEyeCare.com
934-4155 • eagleyedoc@myfairpoint.net

Our routine eye exam includes a thorough 
ocular health check, including screening for 
cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration 

and diabetic eye disease.

Accepting New Patients of all ages!
Check out our Large Selection of Frames

and Contact Lenses.

Talkington Eye Care
 Richard L. Talkington, OD

Let us provide all of your routine eye care needs!

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther ap is t

Therapeutic massage for

• Relaxation 
• Sports Injuries
• Sore Muscles 
• Well Being!

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C735-4488

Now in Potter Place


