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Vienna Marcus’ story and photo of the great-grandmother for whom she is 
named is one of the many family tales that the Talking Wall tells.

By Gail Fitzpatrick
For the Beacon

Throughout history, around the 
world, we learn about cultures and 
people through the walls left behind. 
From hidden drawings of early civiliza-
tions, remnants of walls torn down, to 
our own local stone walls still standing, 
we can imagine the lives of people who 
came before us.

If you were at AE/MS during the last 
month of school, you would have ob-
served all students and staff busy creat-
ing their own special part of our Talk-
ing Wall. As part of a professional study 
group this year, teachers across grade 
levels, specialists, and administrators 
engaged in readings and discussion 
groups around the theme of “writing 
our communities.” As a culminating 
project, students and families were 
asked to share a memorable part of their 
lives through an artifact, pictures, and 
writing, which speak to who they are. 
These were preserved in small boxes, 
all of which were stacked in the school 
library to build our Talking Wall.

The result was an outstanding, heart-
warming collection of photos, poems, 
stories, and family histories which cele-
brate who we are, where we come from, 
and what is important in our lives. 

AE/MS Builds Talking Wall
A third grader shares a memorable 

photo, taken in 1925, and the story of 
her great grandmother, whom she was 
named after. 

An eighth grader shares the dog tags 
of his grandfather, a World War II and 
Korean War veteran and former POW, 
who he speaks of with such pride. 

We learn about a former family-run 
lumber mill from a young boy who has 
heard his father, uncles, and grandparents 
talk about their role in running the mill. 

A young middle school girl includes 
memorable moments and special me-
mentos which remind her of her own 
grandparents, one who she had never 
met, but whose stories are kept alive. 

We learn of generations of family 
interests passed down through stories 
of car and motorcycle racing, hockey, 
baseball, fl ying, music, family vaca-
tions, and more. These stories and 
memories remind us of the uniqueness 
of each person, each family, and each 
community.

We have decided to keep this special 
wall in the school library throughout the 
summer and move individual boxes to 
students’ classrooms in the fall to share 
with their new teachers and classmates. 
What better way to start a new school 
year! 

Michelle, coaching is an all-or-nothing 
deal, and she has dedicated much of her 
time to fundraising and coordinating 
activities, often competing with family 
time. Thank you, Michelle. 

Past coaches are Shannon Gray, 
Marj and Reggie Roy, and most of all, 
Heather and Percy Hill. Without Percy’s 
vision back in 1990, none of this would 
have happened. A simple physical edu-
cation unit to teach kids how to ride a 
unicycle turned into an impressive pre-
cision unit. 

Thanks also to the many parents 
who helped keep things going during 
parades, fundraisers and trips. You are 
what kept things alive for so long. 

Thank you to the community of 
Andover and all of our supporters near 
and far. You have always been there for 
us and for that, we are grateful. 

And lastly, thanks to the hundreds of 
kids who made it all worthwhile. They 
work hard out there. If you don’t think 
so, try high-stepping for the full loop 
around North Street, and see if you’re 
not tired before the end. They have 
a skill that not many others have, and 
they will surprise and amaze friends for 
years to come. 

The One Wheelers are taking the 
summer off and will regroup in the 
fall. Only time will tell where they 
go in the coming years. But regard-
less, it’s been a great ride. Andover 
can be proud.  
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AVALON
Animal
Hospital

Personalized Care for Your PetsPersonalized Care for Your Pets

• MEDICAL
• SURGICAL

• DENTAL
• IN-HOUSE LAB
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UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207

East Andover Village PreschoolEast Andover Village Preschool
Now Accepting Registrations for

2011-2012 School Year
Children must be potty trained
and 3 years old and 4 years olds
on or before Sept. 30, 2011
Creating memories since 1979Creating memories since 1979

PO Box 84 • 7 Chase Hill Road • East Andover NH 03231 • 735-5105 • EAVP@tds.net
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