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A MEMBER OF CONGRESSMAN CHARLIE BASS’ STAFF will hold public of-
fi ce hours at the Andover Town Offi ce on Wednesday, September 14, from 
9:30 to 10:30 AM. Constituents with questions, comments, or those in need 
of assistance with a federal agency are welcome to attend.

For more information or to schedule an appointment, contact Harold 
Parker in Congressman Bass’ Concord offi ce at 226-0064.

As part of RP Johnson and Son’s We Build It Forward Community Outreach 
Program, a blood drive was held on August 12 at RP Johnson in Andover. 
The American Red Cross Blood Bus arrived at 10:30 AM and was hoping 
to meet their goal of 25 donors. Thirty donors, including Bill Bates, shown 
here, boarded the bus to donate their blood.

By Vicky Mishcon
Board of Selectmen

Road Agent Jon Champagne ar-
rived at an August selectmen’s meeting 
with three small bags of sand. The sand 
grains varied from fi ne to coarse, the 
coarse grains being preferred because 
they adhere to the road surface better 
after application in winter conditions.

The source of the coarse sand came 
as a surprise – Jon had dug some test pits 
on a Town-owned property off Route 4 
just west of the Blackwater River. This 
is a property the Town has considered 
in the past for a possible sand pit, but 
access is only gained over State-owned 
property, and the Town had not previ-
ously explored what the property held.

The test pits exposed the potential 
presence of several acres of high-quality 

sand. Screening the sand would leave 
tailings of ⅜” to ½”-minus gravel that 
could be used on our dirt roads. A sand 
pit of this size could supply the town for 
many years, and the Town would realize 
a signifi cant savings in winter material.
Saving On Sand And Gravel

Jon’s preliminary cost comparisons 
show:

Sand from Edmunds costs $10.65 per 
cubic yard, or $42,600 for 4,000 yards 
(about a one-year supply for Andover). 
Add transportation and stockpiling, and 
the price climbs to $54,000.

Sand from the Town-owned prop-
erty would cost $3.12 per cubic yard, or 
$12,480 for 4,000 yards. Add preparation 
of the area, screening, transportation, and 
stockpiling, and the price goes to $24,300. 

Town Considers 
New Sand Pit For Savings

By Lindy Heim
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail

A banner stating Andover’s desire to 
always honor its veterans greeted four 
teams of about 20 athletes and New 
England Handicapped Sports Associa-

tion (NEHSA) staff plus volunteers as 
they cycled north on the Northern Rail 
Trail on July 26 and 27. NEHSA, head-
quartered in Newbury, was founded in 
1972 by and for people with disabilities 
who want to enjoy active and inde-
pendent lives through participation in 

Disabled Veterans Enjoy 
the Northern Rail Trail

sports. Participants come from all over 
New England to enjoy NEHSA’s winter 
and summer sports clinics. The event in 
Andover last month was co-sponsored 
by the Boston Veterans Administra-
tion’s Adaptive Sports Department.

Andover’s cycling portion of 
the summer sports clinic was 
one of fi ve activities the athletes 
participated in during the week. 
Other sporting events included 
water skiing, kayaking, fl y 
fi shing, and air rifl e shooting. 
For the cycling event, NEHSA 
brought fantastic wheeled con-
traptions fi tted to each person. 
Volunteers rode alongside the 
veterans and even, in one case, 
towed a team member. 

All participants started at 
Potter Place, pedaling or hand 

cycling as far as Eagle Pond and back, 
about four miles. Along the way, team 
members had to check off about 10 
items for a scavenger hunt and take 
pictures to prove that the items were 
found. One was a rubber chicken hang-

New England veterans set out on the rail trail in Andover as part of a fi ve-day 
series of sporting events in the Sunapee region.
 Staff photos: Charlie Darling

Andover Historical Society press release
That old oil portrait gathering dust in 

the attic, signed by someone you never 
heard of: is it worth anything?

How valuable are those painted 
wooden kitchen boxes and trays that 
came from Grandma’s farm?

Could that fancy vase you picked 
up for a song at a yard sale really have 
come from 14th-century China, as a 
friend suggested?

And will refi nishing that old chest of 
drawers increase or decrease its value?

You’ll be able to fi nd out on Sunday, 
September 25. That’s when veteran 
antiques appraiser and auctioneer Dan 
Olmstead comes to Andover to conduct 
an Antiques Appraisal Day to benefi t 
the Andover Historical Society.

Here’s how the Andover benefi t will 
work:

Simply bring up to three antique or 

Antiques Appraisal Day Antiques Appraisal Day 
Coming to AndoverComing to Andover

collectible objects (or in-camera digital 
photos if the objects aren’t easily trans-
ported) to the fi rehouse in Andover Cen-
ter at any time between 1 and 4 PM, and 
let Olmstead have a look at them. No 
need to sign up in advance – fi rst come, 
fi rst serve. Cost of the appraisals: $5 per 
item, or three for $12, with all proceeds 
going to the Historical Society.

If you don’t have any items for ap-
praisal but would like to watch the pro-
ceedings, come to the fi rehouse and 
take a seat. No charge for viewing. Re-
freshments will be available.

A Newfi elds, New Hampshire, resi-
dent, Olmstead has been a full-time 
antiques appraiser and auctioneer since 
1978. He bills himself as a generalist, 
dealing with most categories of antiques 
and collectibles, and buying and sell-
ing “everything from furniture to fairly 
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