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Old Time Fair Old Time Fair 
Draws Large CrowdsDraws Large Crowds

By Nancy Tripp
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society’s Old 
Time Fair drew large crowds on Sun-
day, August 7, despite a few drizzles and 
cloudy skies. Folks were lined up early 
in the morning to get a crack at the trea-
sures in the fl ea market. Burgers were 
fl ying off the grill by 10 AM, muffi ns 
and pies were selling fast, and the ice 
cream ran out by 1 PM. The auction was 
well-attended, and the crowd cheered 

when items drew good sums to benefi t 
the Society. Kids with painted faces hap-
pily operated the pumper car, music by 
the band, Bottom Shelf, fl oated in the air, 
and families strolled among the vendors 
watching local artisans ply their crafts.
The Flea Market 
By Susie Norris

Despite threats of rain and a few drops, 
things went swimmingly – no pun in-
tended. The new check-out areas and the 

A favorite activity at the Andover Historical Society’s Old Time Fair every year 
is the huge Flea Market held between the railroad station and the caboose. 
 Staff photo: Charlie Darling

By Wanda Smith
Andover Historical Society

Wow! We couldn’t have done it with-
out you.

The “Bountiful Basket” was appro-
priately named and fi lled to the brim 
with gift certifi cates, beautiful hand-
made articles, and locally produced 
food products. It was valued between 
$350 and $400. It was also bountiful 
because it returned a profi t of $1,068 to 
the Andover Historical Society.

The lucky winner was Heather Jewett 
from Warner. She has come to the Old 
Time Fair several times and looks for-
ward to it each year. She bought the 
tickets to donate to the Historical So-
ciety because she appreciates the work 
that they do and really had no idea as 
to the extent of the contents of the bas-
ket. Needless to say, she was overjoyed 
when she received it.

We would like to thank the follow-
ing donors for their generosity.

Highland Lake Inn – Overnight 
stay and breakfast
Barton’s Performance Center – 
State inspection, tire rotation, and 
fl uids check

Historical Society’s Historical Society’s 
“Bountiful Basket” Raffle“Bountiful Basket” Raffle

Jake’s Market – $40 gift card
Amber’s Cut Above – $15 gift card
Melanie Shaw – lamp and hand- 
painted and cut lamp shade
Pat Baker – hand-knit wool mittens
Lisa Jelleme – watercolor print
New Horizons – gift package
Joanna Sumner – New Hampshire 
made wooden apple basket
Amy Fecteau – hand-stamped note 
cards
Mary Lloyd Evans, Highland Lake 
Farm – Jelly, Beeswax Candles and 
Honey
Proctor Academy – maple syrup
Marj Roy – handmade scarf
Alex Estin – hand-™crafted beaded 
necklace
Richard Brewster – metal soldiers
Gail Evans – wooden loon novelty 
plaque

Proceeds from this raffl e will 
be used to continue the work of the 
Andover Historical Society, which in-
cludes restoration and maintenance of 
signifi cant historical buildings, articles, 
and documents, so that we and future 
generations may learn from and enjoy 
Andover’s rich history. 

modern items, including books and pa-
per items, photographs, military items, 
silver, jewelry, pocket and wrist watches, 
sporting items such as hunting and fi sh-
ing antiques and guns, old cam-
eras, as well as all the glass and 
china and paintings and furni-
ture that most people think of 
when they think of antiques.”

Though he cautions that most 
items presented for appraisal 
will not make their owners rich, 
participants in his appraisal ses-
sions generally take satisfaction 
from knowing more about the 
origins of the items they bring 
to him, Olmstead says.

“And then there’s the occa-
sional rare and valuable fi nd,” he 
adds. As examples he cites a vase 
of Marblehead pottery, uncovered 
in a kitchen cabinet, that sold at 
auction for $14,000; and an anony-
mously carved wooden eagle res-
cued from the trunk of a junked 
car that brought the owner $23,000 
after Olmstead identifi ed its rarity.

The Andover Center fi re-
house is located on Main Street 
between Town Hall and the 
Pizza Chef restaurant, and across the 
street from the post offi ce. Ample free 
parking is available beside the fi rehouse 
and behind Town Hall.

The non-profi t Andover Historical 
Society was established in 1982 to pre-
serve the history of Andover through 
the acquisition and conservation of 
property, artifacts, and stories, and to 
foster an awareness and appreciation 

Appraisal  from page 1

Antiques appraiser Dan Olmstead, in his 
Newfi elds garden with a recent acquisition 
-- an Italian Renaissance (15th- or 16th-cen-
tury) pottery garden ornament.
 Photo and caption: Larry Chase

for that history within the community.
The Society’s headquarters are lo-

cated in the village of Potter Place in the 
town of Andover. Its major holdings there 

include the restored Potter Place railroad 
station and general store, both now mu-
seum and archival facilities. It also owns 
a restored one-room schoolhouse, dating 
from 1837, on Tucker Mountain Road in 
East Andover. All are open to the public 
at designated times between May and 
October. For additional information, go 
to the society’s Web site at AndoverHis-
tory.org. 

See Fair  on page 8

Curious about the value 
of all those old and collectible things 

in your attic?

Bring them to

Antiques 
Appraisal Day
with veteran antiques appraiser and auctioneer

Dan Olmstead
1 pm to 4 pm • Sunday, September 25, 2011

Andover Center Firehouse
Routes 4 and 11, Andover

Cost: 
$5 per item appraised, 

$12 for 3 items. 
•

Free parking, 
free refreshments.

•

All proceeds 
benefit 

the Andover 
Historical Society


