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cordoning off of the entire fl ea market 
area seemed to work well, with two sets 
of three checker-outers at either exit and 
a couple of fl oaters within straightening 
up and handing out bags. We sold a lot of 
stuff, including the famed camel teapot! 
That really wonderful couple from Georg-
es Mills came by again at the end of the 
fair, picked up the boxed leftover items, 
and took them off for sale somewhere else 
– all for free. A win-win. A good day: lots 
of help, lots of work, lots of fun.

The Children’s Games were again 
wonderfully run, and this year, face 
painting seemed to be especially a hit. 
The artist, Shawna Barton, was terrifi c, 
and the painted faces adorable! Thanks 
to the Girl Scouts – Brianna Seeley, Bec-
ca Lance – and their leaders, Joanna See-
ley and Brenda Lance, and Boy Scout 
Nick Seeley, who sure knows how to put 
up a pop-up tent fast!
The Food Tent 
By Nancy Tripp

The burgers were on the grill by 9:30 
and selling by 10 AM. It’s hard to resist 
that aroma, no matter what time of day 
it is. I don’t think there was an obvious 
favorite this year. Cheeseburgers, ham-
burgers, hot dogs, and those incredible 
sausage rolls with Edna Peter’s sauce 
were sold in equal number. 

Beryl Sanborn and Florence Gove 
took their traditional places at the grills, 
and this year, Florence had a brand new 
grill to cook on. Stacey Viandier and 

Charlie McCrave took the money, and 
Mary Hiller ran the food from the cooks 
to the customers and kept the condiments 
topped up. I was busy dishing up the sau-
sages and bantering back and forth with 
Master of Ceremonies Bill Leber, who 
kept accusing my sausage pan of short-
ing out his microphone. I had chided him 
earlier for last year’s comment about the 
length of the line waiting for my cheese-
burgers, so he wasn’t going to let me off 
easy this time around. 

If you have never worked the food 
tent, you really should consider joining 
the crew. It’s a day of fun, service, and 
lots of laughs.
The Farmers Market 
By Mary Anne Broshek

Thanks once again to the generous 
contributions of cookies, cakes, pies, 
brownies, jams, relishes, breads, vege-
tables, fl owers, plants, and a crowd that 
wasn’t afraid of calories, the Farmers 
Market had a near-sellout day. Hungry 
fair goers began requesting food early 
and often, and the team of Sally Nicoll, 
Edna Peters, and I worked hard to keep 
the tables full of both tempting good-
ies and healthy food. The result was a 
record-breaking fi nancial report and 
many smiling faces.
The Auction 
By Pat Cutter

Arch Weathers made his debut as our 
auctioneer, and it was a standing-room-
only performance. Not a professional, 
but a very talented amateur, Arch had 
applause every time he cajoled a buyer 

Fair  from page 6 into a generous bid. The total monies 
surpassed last year’s total, even with 
fewer items, a smaller audience, and an 
iffy day. It was hard work on a muggy 
afternoon, and we were ably assisted by 
several of our regular adult volunteers; 
two wonderful Boy Scouts, Brendan 
Coll and Nick Seeley; and John Bates, all 
of  whom helped with the heavy lifting.
Pumper Car Rides
By Chris and Tim Norris

We were unable to offer the motor-
ized car rides this year because of new 
insurance regulations that would have 
required each passenger to sign an indi-
vidual waiver. We felt this would consti-
tute too much hassle and confusion and 
so decided to just use the hand-operated 
Pumper Car. We moved the start location 
to the east of Cilleyville Road to elimi-
nate the crossing problem and provide 
the operators with some welcome shade. 

Because of some early threatening 
weather, things got off to a slow start, 
but by mid-day, the skies began to clear, 
and pumper car activity was continu-
ous until the fair closed. Some of the 
afternoon runs were spiced by an offer 
to “put a watch on them,” and several 
teams chose to compete for the fastest 
out and back times. The winning time 
was three minutes and fi fteen seconds. 
Perhaps we should set that as a chal-
lenge for next year!
Music by Bottom Shelf 
By Alex Estin

The music was great this year. The 
Bottom Shelf String Band is a trio of 
banjo, guitar, upright bass, and vocals. 
They played bluegrass, swing, honky 
tonk, and danceable fi ddle tunes by art-
ists such as Hank Williams, Bob Wills, 
Johnny Cash, Flatt and Scruggs, Dolly 
Parton, and Alison Krauss. There always 
seemed to be a crowd under the tent, es-
pecially during the rain. Lots of people 
said they thought the music was great.

And before the auction began, the 
Ragged Mountain Band from Andover 
performed some beautiful gospel songs 
and the soon-to-be-classic Hippy Hill be-
fore a very appreciative crowd.
The Vendors 
By Donna Baker-Hartwell

We had 20 vendors and demonstrators 
this year. Among the artists who demon-
strated their craft were the following:

Nancy Clapp from Not Just Antiques 
on Route 3 in Boscawan demonstrated 
chair caning. Nancy DeCesare of New-
port demonstrated penny rug making 
and felt applique. Cindy Hope of Tilton 
demonstrated the process of weaving a 
Shaker-style black ash basket. 

The blacksmith, JP Hobby of Laco-
nia, was hammering away all day mak-
ing iron hooks and nails. Kenneth Ha-
zen of Warner was splitting black ash 
from a tree trunk. From the reeds, he 
makes Shaker baskets. 

Kate Austin, a teacher at the Tilton 
School, brought her kick wheel and 
threw clay pots. She also displayed many 
beautiful slab-formed pieces of pottery. 
Pam and Mike Hamel of Groton were 
hand-spinning yarn from their llamas. 
They displayed beautiful hand-knit mit-
tens and scarves which they had made 
from goat, rabbit, and sheep wool. 

Sue Anne Bottomley of Elkins of-
fered original drawings, note cards, and 
prints. She drew a lovely ink and water-
color rendering of our railroad station. 
Julie Paquin of Stratham demonstrated 
making bracelets from vintage silver 
spoons and forks. She also had many 
handmade pieces of jewelry for sale. 

Frank and Sibbel Cellin of Lempster 
displayed wooden carvings: walking 
sticks, fi ne art reliefs, and signs. Frank was 
carving a 25-inch horse while at the fair. 

Paulette Talkington of Franklin dis-
played handmade fabric tote bags and 
purses. Ken Gould of Rumney sold 
his homemade jellies, marmalade, and 
jams. Carolyn Hood from Marblehead, 
Massachusetts showed collectibles, 
jewelry, and bits of nice things. 

Deb Coffi n of Moose Country Gour-
met in New London had mustards, fudge, 
BBQ sauce, and chutney for sale. Joan 
Hart of Gilmanton Iron Works offered 
children’s novelties. Fran Kressley of Old 
Orchard Beach, Maine sold jewelry, aro-
matherapy products, and skin care.

•
All in all, the fair was a huge success. 

The Historical Society realized a greater 
boost to its funds this year in spite of a 
smaller crowd and fewer items for sale. 
Thanks to the people of Andover and area 
towns for making this such a successful 
and fun event. We sincerely appreciate 
your support and patronage. 
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