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dards, each fi re is unique. 
In the end, the fi remen operating at 

that fi re did their jobs well. The evolutions 
were correct, and there were no major 

events that changed the 
course of the incident. 
For all that good work, 
a life was still lost. 

Upon further in-
vestigation, it was dis-
covered that the home 
did not have smoke 
or carbon monoxide 
(CO) detectors. That 
information speaks 
volumes and illus-
trates why we main-
tain good lines of 
communications with 
our neighbor fi re de-
partments. 

A home fi re is a 
very silent killer. The 

appliance involved in this incident was 
constructed with lots of plastic. Long be-
fore a fl ame, the gasses given off by com-
mon household appliances can fi ll our 
home with deadly, unseen poisonous gas. 

As much as I like to keep my words to 
you light, make no mistake: your fi re de-
partment is involved in a serious, some-
times deadly business. As motivated, 
well-trained, and well-equipped a team 
as we are, your best defense is still with 
you at home. Working smoke and CO 
detectors will buy you time to escape 
when the fi re is in its very early stages. 

You may not see or smell anything 
and think your detector is faulty. Only 
your fi re department has the training 
and equipment to make that call. Very 
good smoke and CO detectors are not 
expensive and have built-in test sys-
tems. Read the manual, and install them 
as directed. You will never do more, be-
yond using your seatbelt, that will go as 
far to protect your family.

Do you rent your camp for a few 
weeks during the summer? If so, you 
are required by state law to have a hard-
wired smoke and CO detector in the 
camp. Though we will enforce the law, 
our motivation is to prevent loss of life.

Peace of mind is a wonderful thing. 
Properly installed and maintained 
smoke and CO detectors come with 
tons of peace built right in. 

Any questions, please call. We still 
make house calls. 

East Andover Fire Department

These are a few of the many volunteers and members who helped make 
this years East Andover Fire Department Chicken Barbeque a success. A big 
thank you to all!  Photo and caption: Meghan Barton

Mark Perry tends the chick-
en at the annual EAFD bar-
beque.
 Staff photo: Charlie Darling

By Chief Rene Lefebvre
East Andover Fire Department

Our 28th annual barbeque will be 
logged into our record book as another 
success. The gathering 
was just a bit smaller 
than last year, but only 
the ticket count gave 
that fact away. The 
lines were steady, and 
tables were full of peo-
ple supporting their fi re 
department and hope-
fully having a good 
meal. The dessert tables 
looked especially tasty. 

Congratulations to 
Billy Coffey, the win-
ner of our canoe raffl e. 
Our thanks to all who 
came to our gathering – 
your continued support 
is very important to us.
The Importance Of Detectors

There was a home fi re last month in a 
Lakes Region community not far from 
Andover. The apparent cause of the fi re 
was a home appliance. There was one 
person in the home, and tragically that 
individual lost his life in the fi re. 

I, like most chiefs, was anxious to learn 
as much as possible about the events of 
the fi re. This information is valuable as a 
learning tool for fi remen. Though we all 
command incidents to pre-planned stan-

Local fi re chiefs Rene Lefebvre and 
Chuck Ellis urge everyone to heed this 
advice!

Heating season will soon be here. 
This is the time to check your heating 
systems. Having your heating system 
checked by a qualifi ed professional will 
help ensure that the system is ready to 
operate safely and effi ciently.

Heating unit fi res are still the number 
one cause of fi res in New Hampshire, 
and they are preventable. Heating fi res 
are often the result of improper instal-
lation, use, or maintenance of supple-
mental home heating appliances such as 
wood stoves, coal stoves, and kerosene 
space heaters. The use of these supple-

mental heating devices also increases 
the risk of dangerous accumulation of 
carbon monoxide in the home if not 
properly installed and maintained. Now 
is the time to have them checked.

It is critical that every home has in-
terconnected smoke alarms on each 
fl oor level and that every family should 
develop and practice a home fi re escape 
plan. Smoke alarms should be tested 
monthly. Matches and lighters should 
be kept out of the reach of children at 
all times.

For further information concerning 
home fi re safety, contact your local fi re 
department or the offi ce of the State Fire 
Marshal at 271-3294. 

It’s Time To Check 
Your Heating System

By Donna Quinn
CERT and MRC Coordinator

Reprinted from the CCNTR newsletter
The two Citizen Corps programs of 

the Caring Community Network of the 
Twin Rivers (CCNTR), the Medical Re-
serve Corps (MRC) and the Communi-
ty Emergency Response Team (CERT), 
are growing! Thanks to additional 
funding through the New Hampshire 
Division of Public Health Services, we 
hired Assistant Program Coordinator 
Heather Makechnie of Andover. 

Heather has been an MRC unit mem-
ber for over a year now and is one of our 

most active volunteers. 
Heather assisted with our unit from 

February 1 through June 30, 2011. Dur-
ing this time her primary focus was to 
share information on the CERT and 
MRC. She met with community lead-
ers and stakeholders and hosted several 
orientation sessions for folks interested 
in learning more about these programs. 

Thanks to Heather’s hard work 
and enthusiasm, our membership has 
increased 50% since February. We 
welcome all new members and thank 
Heather for her efforts. More: CCNTR.
org or DQuinn@CCNTR.org. 

Heather Makechnie Raises 
Visibility Of Citizen Corps

Pediatricians specialize in caring for children and their 
unique health issues. LRGHealthcare has the right 
doctors to help keep your growing family healthy.

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM


