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By Jean Taylor Hammersley
Scottsville, Kentucky

My father, John Taylor, grew up in East 
Andover in the farm on the bend of Frank-
lin Road, between Hersey’s and Hender-
son’s – now owned by the Grovers. My 
mother, Miriam, spent much of her child-
hood on Lawrence Street in Andover.

Mom had a great memory, and she 
often told us of Thelma Miller and how 
she began her nursing career. My par-
ents were married in 1935, and they set 
up housekeeping in the farmhouse at the 
foot of Tucker Mountain. The access to 
their home was down Valley Road, at 
the very bottom, where the farm is lo-
cated on the right side with a lovely fi eld 
around it. In those days, the house did 
not have electricity or indoor plumbing.

Late summer of 1936 brought a se-
vere hurricane and fl oods to New Eng-
land, and Andover had tremendous 
wind damage, with trees down every-
where. My mother was home alone 
with premature twin babies. My father 
was out clearing the roads and securing 
damaged homes for safety. There were 
no phones, lights, or running water. 

Thirteen-year-old Thelma Miller 
lived halfway up the hill in her family 
home. As the winds worsened, Thel-
ma’s mother, Bessie, worried about 
my young mother down in the valley, 
all alone with those fragile babies and 
no one to help if anything should go 
wrong. As night fell, she told her young 
daughter to hurry down and stay with 
Miriam until John came home. This 
was Depression time, and it was hard 
for everyone, so the community came 
together whenever there was a need.

My mother would often tell me how 
frightened she was in that big farm-
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house all alone. She said the winds were 
howling when she heard a faint but per-
sistent knocking on the door. She qui-
etly peeked out, in fear of what – or who 
– could be there. When she saw the lan-
tern held high, there was Thelma Miller 
holding it, wet and cold, but smiling. 
My mother said Florence Nightingale 
would not have been more welcome at 
that moment. 

Thelma brought in more wood for the 
fi re and carried fresh water for the stove 
before she dried off, and they spent the 
night together. Mom never forgot. She 
often said, “Thelma was a born nurse!”

My family later moved to Franklin, 
where my parents built a home. I knew 
Thelma and Ed’s children, and from 
time to time I babysat for them. 

Later, after I was married, Thelma 
was there when some of my babies were 
delivered … always with a helping hand 
and a smile on her face. I would remind 
her of how indebted my mother was for 
her visit all those years ago. She would 
nod with the memory of it.

I saw Thelma a few years ago in 
Concord. She was a fi ne-looking wom-
an and still had that lovely, kind smile. 
We shared happy conversation and in-
quired about each other’s family before 
I left with so many warm memories … 
never thinking that might be the last 
time we would see each other. Thelma 
passed away on March 15, 2011.

Time does move on, and lives change, 
but I thought folks might like to know how 
75 years ago Thelma Miller Heath perhaps 
got her start at being a nurse, or certainly 
her fi rst time at helping with very tiny pre-
mie babies, who were kept nestled snug in 
a basket by the kitchen’s oven door, at the 
foot of Tucker Mountain. 

Andover Historical Society
2012 Calendar

Cilleyville 1883-1909

Mills and Manufacturers
1880 -1930

To order by mail, send a $12 check (includes s&h) payable to the Andover 
Historical Society to Kenneth Reid, 96 Lawrence Street, Andover NH 

03216. For local pickup & delivery call Pat Cutter 735-5628.

Buy Your
Copy At:

• The Farm StandThe Farm Stand 
on Main Street 
Wed. afternoons

• New Horizons New Horizons 
Hairstylists Hairstylists 
170 Main St

• Andover Beacon Andover Beacon 
Town Hall

$10 each to benefi t the Andover Historical Society$10 each to benefi t the Andover Historical Society

NAPA
AUTOCARE

CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716

$10 OFF AN OIL CHANGE
WITH THIS AD

SEPTEMBER 
SPECIAL 

526-4848

NEW
PRICING!

OIL CHANGE $27.99
Up to 5 qts 5-30 oil • Most vehicles • Call for details

New London Chiropractic 
Center, PLLC

Dr. Olivia Powers 
Weathers

71 Pleasant St.

Offering holistic and 
 comprehensive care

Accommodating hours—both 
early morning and evening 

available

526-NLCC

526-6522

YIELD

UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207


