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Condensed from 
Bradley Lake Newsletter #12

Volunteers sampled Bradley Lake 
water in June and early August for 
testing by the New Hampshire De-
partment of Environmental Services 
(DES). Sampling, to continue in Sep-
tember, is now in its second year. 

Mike Vercellotti, an environmental 
engineer and Andover Village District 
water commissioner, provided these 
comments on the various test results: 

Total Phosphorus: The results are 
close to the DES low range, which is 
good. 

 Acid Neutralization Capacity: The 
buffer capacity of the water is low, so 
DES considers the water “moderately 
vulnerable” to pH changes.

Chlorophyll-a: The result is in the 
range which DES considers good.

 Conductivity: Results are in the 
range generally considered not impact-
ed by road salt or agricultural runoff.

pH: Acidic, but above the level which 
limits the growth of aquatic life.

Secchi disk: Water is relatively 
clear.

Turbidity: Water is relatively clear.
Chloride: Result is in the “good” 

range.
DES has classifi ed Bradley Lake 

as an oligotrophic lake with low algal 
production and clear water with high 
drinking-water quality.
Ice-Out Data

Sara Steiner the DES Volunteer 
Lake Assessment Program coordina-
tor, writes:

“DES has received a request for in-
formation regarding ice-out dates for 
New Hampshire lakes. The request 

Bradley Lake Water Testing
came from the US Geological Survey 
(USGS) in Augusta, Maine. DES does 
not offi cially track this information. 

“We are aware that many of you, 
your lake association, or a lake resident 
track annual ice-outs for your lake. 
USGS would like any data you may 
have regarding historical ice-out dates, 
including air and water temperatures, 
or any data you have associated with 
ice-out.

“Please send any data you have to 
me, whether hard copy or electronic, 
and I will compile the data. I can also 
make the data available to you if you 
have an interest.”

Contact Sara at Sara.Steiner@des.
nh.gov. 

By Tim Frost
The Highland Lake Protective Association completed its summer lake water 

quality testing on September 13.
The lake is tested during the spring and summer months. In spite of the heavy 

rains, run-off, and usual boat traffi c, the lake appears to be in good shape. Bacte-
ria count was relatively low and the clarity was good. All brook inlets are tested 
as well as the deep spot of the lake.

This function is the main purpose of the association and is done by volunteer 
Earle Davis and others. 

Highland Lake Water Testing

Earle Davis hangs over the side to get a good view of the Secchi disk, a sim-
ple device used to measure water clarity.  Photo: Tim Frost

Andover Fish & Game Club
By Gordie Ordway
Andover Fish and Game Club

Once again, hunting season is al-
ready here. We hope people 
are getting geared-up 
and getting outdoors. 
Remember to get the 
kids involved in out-
door activities, and 
teach them safe and eth-
ical hunting practices – they 
are the future of our sport. 

The club is getting ready for our 
annual turkey raffl e. Again this year 
there will be turkeys, hams, roaster 
chickens, and cash prizes. 

This year we are conducting a food 
drive for the Andover Food Pantry, 
which desperately needs our help! 

We will be collecting donations at 
the front door when you arrive for the 
Turkey Raffl e - thanks! 

Save that date: Friday, 
October 21, at 7 PM. 

Hope to see another 
great turnout again 
this year. There will 
be refreshments and a 

free door prize. We are 
also raffl ing a new Mossberg 

O/U Special Reserve, 20 gauge, three-
inch magazine shotgun with case. Deer 
pool tickets will also be available, if 
you haven’t gotten yours already. Bring 
your friends and family, and have a 
great night out. Come on down and try 
your luck, see some old friends, and 
support the community! 

SRKG Offers October Hikes
SRKG press release

The Sunapee-Ragged-Kearsarge 
Greenway (SRKG) Coalition’s Fall 
2011 hikes cross seven of the 
Greenway’s 14 sections from 
Newbury Harbor, touching 
parts of Goshen, Sunapee, 
and Springfi eld to reach 
Wilmot Center. 

All hikes are free to the 
public. Please contact the 
leader a day before to get details 
on start time and location. Bring water, 
sun screen, hat, and a snack. 

Saturday, October 1: Deer Hill Rd to 
Springfi eld-New London Rd.  Easy. 4.1 
miles. Peg Bastien, 456-2347

Saturday, October 8: Springfi eld-New 
London Rd. to Great Brook Ridge. Diffi -
cult. 8.4 miles. Andy Hager, 526-2846

Saturday, October 15: Sunapee 
Town Hall to Deer Hill Road. 

Moderate. 7.3 miles. Susan 
Chiarella, 763-4661

Saturday, October 22: Old 
Province Road to Sunapee 

Town Hall. Moderate. 7.3 
miles. Gerry Gold, 526-2857
The SRKG Coalition is a non-

profi t volunteer organization that pro-
motes hiking and land conservation. Its 
14 sections with 75 miles of trails are 
open to all. Visit SRKG.com 
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We know you’ve been meaning 
to support the Beacon, but you just 

haven’t quite gotten... 

Well, now you’ve got one!

PLEASE SEND A CHECK TODAY!


