
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 20 • The Andover Beacon • October 2011

time at all, the beavers had completely 
blocked the new culverts, and the water 
was coming close to the top of the new 
section of road. It was time for a new 
solution.

The Andover Conservation Com-
mission learned about wildlife biologist 
Skip Lisle from 
Grafton, Vermont. 
Skip has created 
devices he calls 
“beaver deceivers,” 
which are fences 
built outward from 
a culvert. They are 
made with cedar 
or pressure-treated 
wood posts and 
steel sheet fencing. 
The fencing allows 
water, fi sh, and other aquatic animals to 
pass through, but because of the trap-
ezoid shape of the fence, the beavers 
fi nd the effort to dam the stream is not 
worth it. 

In 2007, the Conservation Commis-
sion had raised the money to pay for 
the installation of the devises, and in 
November of that year the beaver de-
ceivers were installed. Other devices to 
control the level of the water were also 
used. Skip has placed a polyethylene 

pipe through the fencing of the beaver 
deceiver. The pipe extends to a circle of 
concrete reinforcing mesh, which sur-
rounds the end of the pipe to prevent 
damming. This keeps water moving 
through the fencing, so the water won’t 
rise and fl ow over the road. These sys-

tems can be seen 
at both culverts.

H is tor ica l ly 
on Elbow Pond 
Road, trapping 
the beavers has 
not been a suc-
cessful solution. 
When the beavers 
are removed or de-
stroyed, it doesn’t 
take long for a new 
population to es-

tablish itself, and nothing is solved. By 
allowing the beavers to stay and con-
trolling the level of the water with the 
fl ow devices created by Skip, the bea-
vers regulate their population growth 
according to the amount of food avail-
able. The beaver population rises and 
falls in a natural way.

I think I (Vicky) can speak for most 
of the residents of Elbow Pond Road 
when I say we are delighted to have a 
healthy wetland ecosystem created by 
the beavers, while having a system in 
place that prevents damage to the road 
(and the Town budget). Come and take 
a look the next time you’re out for a fall 
foliage ride. 

wetlands help to fi lter toxins out of wa-
tersheds and provide habitat for many 
plants and animals. 

But beavers can also be an expen-
sive nuisance. But thanks to the “beaver 

deceiver” devices 
installed at the 
culverts on Elbow 
Pond Road, the 
beavers are unable 
to block the cul-
verts, and the road 
remains undam-
aged by the heavy 
rains.

It’s a pretty big 
deal fi nally fi nding 
a solution to the 

constantly blocked culverts and fl ood-
ing of Elbow Pond Road. Heavy rains 
have washed many yards of gravel and 
many thousands of tax dollars into the 
wetlands over the years. 

Four years ago, the road was com-
pletely washed out and was closed for 
several months. At great cost to the 
taxpayers, two large concrete culverts 
were put in, and the level of the road 
was raised by about four feet. In no 
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Frost advisories, the fi rst woodstove 
fi re of the season, and cold, starry nights 
are just the thing to get folks busy fi n-
ishing up outdoor 
projects and get-
ting their homes 
weather-tight. 

The beavers on 
Elbow Pond Road 
are no exception. 
The heavy rains 
of Tropical Storm 
Irene damaged the 
beaver dam just 
downstream of the 
Mountain Brook 
bridge, which dropped the water level 
under the bridge to a level we haven’t 
seen very often in the last three years. A 
few days later, the beavers repaired the 
damage with new green saplings placed 
ever so carefully against the current. 
You can see the green leaves poking up 
at the top of the dam.

The beavers are welcome neighbors 
– they are important to our ecosystem, 
creating and sustaining wetlands. These 
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The Beaver Deceiver devices at the culverts under Elbow Pond Road con-
tinue to keep beavers from blocking the culverts.

There’s no sign of beaver activity in 
this culvert protected by a Beaver De-
ceiver device.

Beavers are busy in Mountain Brook 
at Elbow Pond Road – just not in the 
culverts. Photos: Vicky Mishcon
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