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Our 7th Anniversary!Our 7th Anniversary!

By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

Jessica George, daughter of Garry 
and Lynn George of Andover, is par-
ticipating in Proctor Academy’s Ocean 
Classroom this fall term. A ju-
nior, Jessica is one of 23 students 
sailing the 130-foot schooner 
Harvey Gamage from Glouces-
ter, Massachusetts, to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Along the way, she 
will be earning four academic 
credits for maritime literature, 
marine biology/oceanography, 
navigational mathematics, and 
the history of specifi c ports vis-
ited by the ship. 

Jessica and her crewmates 
work in disciplined “watches.” 
A watch is completely respon-
sible for ship safety for a four-
hour period. With three watch 
groups on board the ship, Jess is on duty 
four out of 12 hours, 24 hours a day, even 
when the ship is at anchor. 

Asked why she chose to go on Ocean 
Classroom, Jessica said, “The kids who 
returned from last year’s Ocean were so 

Jessica George Ships Out Jessica George Ships Out 
With Proctor’s Ocean ClassroomWith Proctor’s Ocean Classroom

incredibly pumped! I had to know what 
it’s all about.” 

Rough seas and physical challenges 
are a given on Ocean Classroom, and 
the trip includes extensive community 

service in villages in the Dominican 
Republic and other impoverished Ca-
ribbean communities. But on Novem-
ber 19, Jessica and 22 other teenagers 
will have completed the experience of a 
lifetime. 

Jessica George and her parents Garry and 
Lynn on board the Harvey Gamage.
 Photo: Chuck Will

Several Proctor teachers spent their community service day sprucing up the 
AE/MS playground area. Patty Pond organized a paint crew to transform 
the shed (above) with a “Ben & Jerry’s” design. Hopscotch, Four Square, and 
other games were also added to the playground or improved. Pictured: Lily 
Menard, Julianna Baptiste, Lilly Carlson, Brynne Makechnie, Fenn Davis, 
Rylee Sweeney, Garrett Niemyer, Sasha Mackenzie, and Sophia Reynolds.

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

Fitness is Fun! That was the theme 
for a recent all-school assembly. 

Greg Kaler, a one-man show, came 
from St. Cloud, Minnesota to share ad-
vice and games with our school com-
munity. Greg’s message was simple – 
Be Kind, Be Healthy, and Be Fit. His 
advice was mixed among demonstra-
tions of simple yet fun games. 

Recreational equipment has been or-
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dered to add to the playground cart to 
give more options for activities. Greg 
ended the assembly with an optical illu-
sion that still has us amazed. 
Soccer

Our Andover Eagles soccer team is 
off to a great start. We are pleased to 
have Jim Cox and Amy Makechnie 
coaching the Eagles. Our co-ed team is 
made up of 25 students. Students prac-
tice daily beginning at 3:30 PM. Teach-

AE/MS students and staff waited patiently for the Long Tail Monkeys during 
the celebration of the beginning of the 2011-2012 school year.

By Donald Gould
AEMS School Board

Tropical Storm Irene and the heavy 
rains that followed, nearly nine inches 
total, caused fl ooding and water dam-
age within the library of the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School. The carpet 
and sheet rock need to be replaced and 
damage to bookcases remedied within 
the library and cause of water entry to the 
library determined and corrections made 
to the drains and paved area outside.

Roof drains appear to have been 
compromised by age and several ad-
ditions to the building and the paved 
area between it and the wetlands. A 
large boulder beneath the pavement has 
crushed a drain pipe near the wetlands 
to stop fl ow and increase pressure be-
neath the fl oor.

A large crack in the foundation per-
mits surface water to follow new paths 
directly to the library fl oor.

Tropical Storm Irene 
Causes AE/MS Flooding

Several local contractors have been 
contacted for suggested remedy and 
cost of quality, lasting, corrections of the 
problems. Insurer, Primex, has agreed 
to cover a portion of the cost of repairs. 
SAU 46 business administrator, Robin 
Heins, is coordinating these efforts.

Through this, Mrs. Donaldson has 
worked hard to ensure that students still 
receive their library time and are able to 
check out books.

Andover High School alumni recall 
the addition of the shop and home eco-
nomics area in 1946 and the addition 
of seventh and eighth grade classrooms 
above in 1947 when those grades were 
consolidated from the Andover and East 
Andover Elementary Schools. This addi-
tion to the original high school has seen 
many uses and changes since then.

Old buildings hold much history and 
sometimes unexpected challenges to 
continued use. 

Steve Perkins of Byron’s Septic snakes a video camera up the troublesome drain 
at AE/MS. (Note the small video screen at the left.) Photo: Charlie Darling
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