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Profi cient or better. In grade eight, 28% 
of New Hampshire students scored Pro-
fi cient or better, and similarly at AE/
MS, 28% of the eighth grade students 
scored profi cient or better.

Andover and the rest of New Hamp-
shire now have several years of results 
that will help with decision-making 
when it comes to improvement of the sci-
ence curriculum and instruction. It is in-
teresting to note that both our fourth and 
eighth grade cumulative averages are at 
or above the state cumulative average.

Andover teachers of science remain 
confi dent that the Andover science cur-
riculum is comprehensive in scope and 
sequence and aligned with the New 
Hampshire Grade Level Expectations. 
The AE/MS science curriculum is con-
tinually reviewed at the local level. The 
AE/MS science curriculum can be seen 
at Andover.K12.nh.us. 

The Andover administration is very 
pleased with the science education that 
students receive at AE/MS. Principal 
Slayton reports, “The science experi-
ences that AE/MS students have by 
the time they leave the eighth grade are 
quite impressive. Our science curricu-
lum is less textbook-oriented and more 
focused on actual scientifi c investigation 
and inquiry. Science in the lower grades 
is integrated with writing, reading, art, 
and mathematics. Our focus tends to 
be on understanding and applying sci-
entifi c concepts. It is important that our 
students make connections between sci-
ence content knowledge and the nature 
of science and scientifi c thinking – an 
important 21st century skill.”

It is important to note that the NE-
CAP is only one measure of academic 
progress, and a single annual assess-
ment is not a suffi cient way of measur-
ing overall student success. Overall, the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School 
staff and administration have confi -
dence in the structure and rigor of the 
science curriculum and receive positive 
feedback from the high schools that re-
ceive Andover students.

You may enjoy trying to answer a 
fourth and/or eighth grade test item. 
These two problems are part of the re-
leased materials available to teachers 

NECAP  from page 48

following test administration.
Are You Smarter 
Than A Fourth Grader?

Children have characteristics that are 
either inherited or learned. Explain how 
an inherited characteristic is different 
from a learned characteristic.

Sort all the characteristics into two 
groups: Inherited or Learned. Use a 
table or chart for your answer.

Tallest student in class• 
Rides a bicycle• 
Curly, black hair• 
Plays the piano• 
Reads mystery books• 
Brown eyes• 
Long fi ngers• 
Speaks French• 

Are You Smarter 
Than An Eighth Grader?

An ecosystem in Yellowstone Na-
tional park includes populations of 
coyotes, elk, deer, foxes, gray wolves, 
hawks, rabbits, mice, and grasses. The 
table below lists these populations and 
their diets.

Yellowstone National Park Ecosystem
Population Diet

Coyotes Deer, elk, foxes, mice, 
rabbits

Elk Grasses
Deer Grasses
Foxes Mice, rabbits
Wolves Deer, elk, foxes, mice, 

rabbits
Hawks Mice, rabbits
Rabbits Grasses
Mice Grasses
Grasses -

Draw a food web that includes all 
of the populations listed in the table.

Suppose wolves are eliminated 
from Yellowstone national park. Pre-
dict how the change in the wolf popu-
lation would initially affect one of the 
consumers in your food web. Use evi-
dence to justify your prediction. 

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

As this issue of the Beacon went to 
press, plans were complete and the ex-
citement was building for the AE/MS 
Veteran’s Day Celebration on Novem-
ber 2. Look forward to photos in the 
next issue of The Andover Beacon.

Over 100 Andover veterans were 
mailed invitations and encouraged to 
attend. In addition to the traditional stu-
dent-generated patriotic music, recita-
tions, speeches, and art work, a special 
guest was invited this year. We were 
very excited to have Dave Cummings 
of Hoops for Heroes joining us for our 
special event. Hoops for Heroes is a not-
for-profi t organization whose mission is 
to pay tribute to veterans by providing 
fi nancial support to those who have 
sacrifi ced for our nation, specifi cally 
by raising money for the Intrepid Fallen 
Heroes Fund.

On Veterans Day in 2009, Dave 
Cummings began a quest to make one 
million foul shots, and in exchange he 
asked for donations for the Intrepid 
Fallen Heroes Fund. When Dave at-
tended the AE/MS Veterans Day event, 
he had just crossed the 999,000 mark 
for foul shots and had brought in close 
to $60,000 in donations. AE/MS stu-
dents and staff members were excited 
to be part of this noble quest as Dave 
got even closer to his goal in the AE/
MS gym.

At the core of Dave Cummings’ quest 
is a daily tribute, a daily thank-you, and 
a daily affi rmation of gratitude that has 
been earned a million times over by the 
men and women who have worn the 

AE/MS Honors Veterans
uniform.

The observation and recognition of 
Veterans Day has been a cherished tra-
dition at AE/MS for many years. All 
classes have a role in contributing to-
ward the ceremony. Some classes work 
behind the scenes and decorate the gym 
with handmade fl ags and lots of red, 
white, and blue. Other classes can be 
seen on stage sharing poetry, prose, or 
musical offerings. Many students make 
personal cards and give them to the vet-
erans who attend.

We can never fully repay our debt 
of gratitude to the more than 650,000 
American service members who died 
in battle or the 1.4 million who were 
wounded. We can, however, recognize 
and thank the more than 25 million vet-
erans still living today. It is our privi-
lege and responsibility at AE/MS to say 
“thank you” to all of America’s veter-
ans, to let them know that we appreciate 
them for their service, and honor them 
for their sacrifi ces.

The Andover veterans remain after 
the formal celebration and pose togeth-
er for a group picture, followed by the 
opportunity to have coffee and donuts 
and visit with each other. Refreshments 
are coordinated and hosted by the AE/
MS PTO.

If you know of a local veteran who 
we do not have contact information for, 
please call so we can update our mail-
ing list for the future.

For more information on Hoops 
for Heroes, visit HoopsForHeroes.com. 
There is an excellent USA Today video 
on the Web site that is worth viewing.
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CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

NEW HORIZONS HAIRSTYLISTS, LLC 

170 Main Street 

Andover, NH 03216 

(603) 735-5289 

Hair care for the entire family! 

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor

Welcome Holly Noyes to our New Horizons Team!
Mary H. Meier, Proprietor, Stylist

Meghan C. Barton, Stylist
170 Main Street • Andover • 735-5289


