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Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Emily Bates and Jen Hauser were among the AE/MS PTO crew decorating 
wreaths in the school gym on December 3. The fundraiser helps the PTO 
decorate town buildings for the holidays and support AE/MS fi eld trips. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling

Veterans Day at AE/MS was a big event again this year. See the article on 
page 39 for details. Veterans honored include (standing): Pete Thompson, 
Roger Champagne, George West, Dave Cummings, Peter Zak, Charles Bar-
ry, Tom Bates, Jared Frost, Tim Frost, Bill Converse, Charlie Giles, Howard 
George, Lloyd Perreault, Jeff Sweeney, Wilbur Kate, Bill Leber, Don Varnum, 
John Morris, Steve Darling, Bob MacMichael, Skip Powers, Wayne Nicoll, 
George Kidder, Dave Hewitt, Melanie Goffhardt, Ken Combs. Seated: Chris 
Norris, Jay Boynton, Sheldon Rich, Roger Henderson, Frank Haley, Gene 
Poulin, Robert Ofenloch, John Graves, Les Shaw. Photo: Charlie Darling

nifi cantly less this year than in previ-
ous years as a result of a more frugal 
budget estimating process that was in-
troduced last year. The budgets are now 
being prepared based more closely on 
the estimated expenses, without being 
infl ated with additional contingency 
amounts. The result is that there will be 
less excess taxes collected at the start 

By Ed Hiller
For the Beacon

The tax rates for 
Andover for 2011 have 
been fi nalized, and the 
tax bills have been sent 
out. These bills show an 
increase over last year by 
11.7%. The components 
of the tax rate are shown 
in the table on page 5.

The tax bill for a typi-
cal property assessed at 
$200,000 will be approxi-
mately $3,765, up from 
last year by about $393. 
Andover School Taxes

The 2011 School Dis-
trict Meeting voted to 
appropriate the Budget 
Committee’s recommend-
ed budget of $4.32 mil-
lion. This appropriation is 
an increase over the 2010 
appropriation by 1.6%.

After accounting 
for offsetting revenues, including the 
New Hampshire Education Grant of 
$822,697 and the return of the previous 
year’s unexpended surplus of $9,080, 
the amount to be raised by taxes for 
2011 is almost $3.30 million, up from 
last year’s amount of just over $3.05 
million.

The amount of unexpended sur-
plus from the previous year was sig-

2011 Tax Bills 
Increase 11.7%
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See Tax Bills  on page 5

Andover Lions Club press release
It is that time of year again to be 

thinking about how to celebrate the 
holidays. One fun event with a lion’s 
share of good cheer is the Andover Li-
ons Holiday Party. This year the Lions 
invite all their friends and neighbors to 
celebrate the season with them on Fri-
day evening, December 16, at 6 PM at 
the Proctor Academy Dining Room. 
Enjoy an evening of fantastic food pre-

Andover Lions Invites Community 
To Christmas Party

pared by Master Chef Art Makechnie, 
wonderful entertainment by recording 
artist Jackie Lee, and lots of laughs. 

Bring your favorite beverage, a gift 
marked for either a lady or a gentleman 
(cost under $10), and $22 per person or 
$40 per couple. We hope you will join us.

Please RSVP by mail with a check 
made out to the Andover Lions Club, 
PO Box 204, Andover 03216. Ques-
tions? Call 735-5144 or 768-5543. 

By Marj Roy
Andover Tax Collector

It’s that time of year when many 
Andover residents scramble to pay their 
annual property tax bill in one lump 
sum. It’s also a good time of year to ask 
yourself: Is there a better way?

While it’s not for everyone, many 
people may fi nd that making regular 
payments throughout the year is less 
stressful than waiting for the end of the 
year and making a single payment. And 
if you’re comfortable with online bank-
ing and online bill paying, the process 
can be easier still.

Alternatives To 
Paying Tax Bills Once a Year

Estimating Payments
If the idea of regular payments ap-

peals to you, now would be a great time 
to start because you’ve got a whole 
year to “get ahead” of next year’s tax 
bill. You can pick any amount you like, 
but a good place to start would be with 
1/12th of your 2011 tax bill. If you paid 
that amount every month between De-
cember 2011 and November 2012, you 
would be way ahead on next year’s tax 
bill when it arrives.

Let’s say your tax bill for 2011 was 
$3,600. If you were to start this month 

See Alternatives  on page 6


