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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

The American Legion Post #40 vet-
erans marched to the front of the packed 
gymnasium and solemnly posted the 
colors while students, veterans, and 
guests stood respectfully and silently. 
And so began the AE/MS Veterans 
Day Celebration 2011.

Principal Jane Slayton welcomed 
the Andover veterans and families. She 
shared that every student in every class-
room and every staff member contribut-
ed to the celebration in some way. Some 
sang, some shared poetry, some played 
musical instruments, and others made 
cards and decorated the gym and lobby 
to make it special for the veterans. 

She told the gathering that Veterans 
Day has become one of the most impor-
tant days of the year for AE/MS. She 
said “It is very important for us as a 
school community to recognize Veter-
ans Day. By teaching our students, we 
honor and remember those men and 
women whose selfl ess sacrifi ces ensure 
the freedoms we enjoy today.”

Kris Johnson, Proctor Academy Mu-
sic Director, sang the National Anthem 
accompanied by the students and vet-
erans. The kindergarten class took off 
their patriotic cowboy hats and led the 
group in the Pledge of Allegiance fol-
lowed by the AE/MS Eagle Code.

Second grade students then stepped 
up onto the stage and sang a rousing ren-
dition of Coming to America, followed 
by the third grade students taking turns 
sharing individual and personal expres-
sions of gratitude for the veterans.

Anticipatory excitement was evident 
amongst the students as Dave Cum-
mings approached the microphone. The 
students had already learned about the 
honorable purpose of Hoops for Heroes 
and the man behind it, Dave Cummings.

Hoops for Heroes is a not-for-profi t 
organization whose mission is to pay 
tribute to veterans by providing fi nancial 
support to those who have sacrifi ced for 
our nation, specifi cally by raising mon-
ey for the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund. 
On Veterans Day in 2009, Dave began 
a quest to make one million foul shots, 
and in exchange he asked for donations 

AE/MS Celebrates Veterans Day 2011
for the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund. 

Dave was very close to his goal at the 
AE/MS celebration. At the core of Dave 
Cummings’ quest is a daily tribute, a 
daily thank-you, a daily affi rmation of 
gratitude that has been earned a million 
times over by the men and women who 
have worn the uniform.

Dave Cummings and four student 
rebounders – Liz Labrie, Ben Yusko, 
Reilly Walsh, and Alyssa Smith – set to 
work making 100 successful foul shots 
within fi ve minutes. The scoreboard 
counted down and the audience excitedly 
counted all 100 baskets as the ball went 
through the net over and over again. Al-
though missing the fi ve minute mark by 
a few seconds, the baskets were made 
and added to the overall tally.

After the excitement subsided, the 
fi rst grade students took to the stage 
with their patriotic top hats and shared 
their personal thoughts of what free-
dom meant to them. This was followed 
by seventh grade student Annika John-
son, who played Yankee Doodle Dandy 
accompanied by Mr. Hubert.

Then an AE/MS favorite veteran 
commanded the attention of all. US Na-
val Commander Charlie Giles spoke to 
the audience about everyday heroes and 
charged students to go out on their own 
and make a difference. Charlie would 
shout out orders to the students, and 
they enthusiastically responded. 

Charlie recognized the importance 
of our veterans and had them stand for 
recognition and applause. He then had 
students expand their defi nition of he-
roes to include police, fi re fi ghters, res-
cue workers, teachers, and parents.

Several middle school students 
shared short readings. Kathryn Thomp-
son, Hayden Buswell, Nelson Makech-
nie, and Savannah Pease did a group 
recitation. Matthew Bent read Soldiers, 
which was written by his cousin Kin-
ley Gaudette. Kaitlyn French, Chelsea 
Thompson, and Shyanne Goodbread all 
read heartfelt pieces to the audience.

Before closing the ceremony, eighth 
grade students Max Barrett and Logan 
Marcus invited all veterans to stay af-
terward and welcomed them to the Vet-
erans Cafe. The AE/MS band played 
America the Beautiful and the Ameri-
can Legion Post #40 veterans formally 
retired the colors to the once-again si-
lent and respectful crowd.

The Andover veterans stayed behind 
and posed for a group photo (see page 
1) before heading to the Veterans Cafe. 
Eighth grade students escorted the veter-
ans to the Veterans Cafe classroom. The 
classroom was decorated patriotically, 
and an abundance of cookies, breads, 
and brownies were displayed. Veterans 
sat at tables enjoying their snacks with 
coffee and cider and enjoyed visiting 
with each other for quite a while. Stu-
dents quietly served refreshments and 

listened intently to all the great stories 
the veterans were telling. 

The Veterans Cafe was a joint effort 
between the PTO and the middle school 
students. All agreed it was a great suc-
cess and will become a regular part of 
Veterans Day at AE/MS.

Unknown to many, after the assem-
bly was over and the guests had left the 
building and the students returned to 
classes, Dave Cummings stayed in the 
AE/MS gym and shot 1,000 baskets be-
fore leaving town. Several eighth grade 
students rebounded for him, and a few 
fourth graders ate their snacks, but their 
focus never left the basketball hoop. 

Andover veteran Bill Leber even re-
bounded for a while. As Dave reached 
the 1,000 mark, the eighth grade boys 
gave the ball to Ms. Slayton to pass to 
Dave Cummings for the fi nal shot. 
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735-5232
Marceau & Sons Trucking LLC
Asphalt Paving & Sitework

East Andover NH 03231

SNOW PLOWINGSNOW PLOWING
Plowing• 
Sanding• 
Snow Banks • 
Pushed Back
Driveways Widened• 
Snow Removal• 

Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm


