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Tigers and Pandas from Imagination Inn enjoyed a fi eld trip to one of our 
favorite neighbors, Pizza Chef. The children made their own pizza, visited 
the back station, explored the coolers, watched the dough being made, 
and saw the huge oven. Children had a chance to make their own dough 
and were busy creating while they waited for their pizza to cook.  Missy 
Bentley was fantastic with the children, and they loved their behind-the-
scenes tour. Thank you, Pizza Chef!  Photo and caption: Doreen Perreault

in were both working for his construc-
tion company. “I was his ‘Girl Friday,’” 
said Sleeper. She painted recently-built 
homes and did whatever was needed to 
help out at her husband-to-be’s growing 
business. However, the job wasn’t suit-
ing her skills and talents. With a degree 
in botany and a minor in art history, she 
had imagined that she might provide 
illustrations for biology books. Then, 
Kevin noticed a classifi ed ad placed by 
a company looking for a rug designer.

Jodi got the job, designing for Claire 
Murray. It was an exciting time for her. 
An untrained designer, she found herself 
fl ying to China to oversee production 
and setting up new stores stateside. Her 
talents were noticed by the Bob Timber-
lake Collection, which lured her away 
and where she eventually became the art 
director and chief designer. When her 
mother fell ill in the mid-90s, though, the 
Jaffrey native left work to return home.

That was when Sleeper fi rst went to 
work for herself, creating designs and 
licensing to companies such as L.L. 
Bean, Orvis and her previous employer. 
After a few years, and with encourage-
ment from Kevin, she started her own 
company, hiring rug-making experts in 
Nepal, India and China to produce her 
designs and wholesaling them to other 
retailers. In 2008, she started a tiny re-
tail store in Andover, where the Sleep-
ers live, and in 2010 they moved the 
store to Gilford.

Now, at its third location, Ameri-
can Cottage’s showroom covers 
5,000-square-feet and room to grow that 

nearly three times over. While working 
for prestigious companies, Sleeper had 
to contend with weekly meetings and 
having her designs subject to review 
by committee. Now, master of her own 
domain, she delights in using the store 
to surprise visitors with her “no rules” 
philosophy, which she utilizes when 
she’s designing as well as when she’s 
merchandising .

“I want people to think we’ve lost it 
on some level,” she joked. The company 
exists to market her rugs, of which the 
store has about 6,000 in stock, but the 
store is also fi lled with furnishings so 
that the rugs may be displayed in a home-
like context. Those furnishings, some of 
which are also her designs, are also for 
sale. Those which she did not design 
must meet her standards of craftsman-
ship, thoughtfulness and creativity.

Sleeper’s rugs, made from wool and 
hand-made in Asia, refl ect Sleeper’s 
interest in natural shapes and colors as 
well as designs and color combinations 
from eras past. She’s not afraid to display 
a $4,000 sofa on a $900 rug, nor was she 
too timid to design a rug inspired by the 
language of the U.S. Constitution.

Sometime soon, the Sleepers will 
host an open house to formally show 
off their new location. Many customers 
have already found the place, though, 
and their early success so far has made 
them happy to be where they are. “I 
haven’t stopped smiling,” said Jodi. She 
is reminded of the sensation she had 
when closing her eyes after her fi rst 
week as a designer. “I am as excited 
now as I was that week.”
Copyright © 2012 Laconia Daily Sun
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Fireweed Floral press release
The Fireweed Floral and Garden 

Shop is pleased to announce that we’ve 
opened our doors after many months of 
preparation. Fireweed Floral is a fam-
ily owned and operated small business 
located at 70 Bay Road in Salisbury, 
just a couple of miles from downtown 
Andover.

The shop is owned and managed by 
Celena Nixon, a native of Salisbury. 
She returned to Salisbury fi ve years 
ago after living in Alaska for almost 10 
years. While there as a military wife, 
she used the time to obtain her Master 
Gardener certifi cation from the Univer-
sity of Alaska Fairbanks and to enjoy 
the extra-long summer days to grow 
beautiful fl owers and a wonderful veg-
etable garden.

Fireweed Floral has something for 
just about everyone. Celena makes 
beautiful fl ower arrangements for any 
occasion like birthdays, anniversaries, 
or sympathy, just to name a few. She 

can wrap your fresh fl owers or arrange 
them in a vase, basket, or box. 

We also carry many New Hampshire-
made local products such as handcraft-
ed pottery, maple syrup, homemade 
pancake mixes, watercolor paintings, 
handcrafted soaps, and much more.

Our hours of operation are Monday 
through Wednesday, 10 AM to 6 PM, 
closed Thursdays, Friday, 10 AM to 6 
PM, and Saturday, 9 AM to 12:30 PM. 
We are closed on Sundays. 

We will make deliveries to Salis-
bury, Andover, Boscawen, Webster, 
and Franklin. There is a $5 delivery fee 
for these areas. We may be able to de-
liver outside those areas, but there may 
be additional delivery fees. Please call 
and check.

Please stop in and check out all Fire-
weed Floral has to offer. We’d love to 
see you! If you can’t make it in, you can 
call us at 648-2678, and please check 
out our Web site at FireweedFloral.com.
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Spring Ledge Farm press release
Spring Ledge Farm, at 37 Main 

Street in New London, is open on Fri-
day afternoons and Saturday mornings 
all winter for its Farm Market. 

Offering our own farm-grown spinach, 
micro salad mix, kales, greens, onions, 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, cabbage and car-
rots, grown here in our over-wintering cold 
frames, The Farm Market is a great source 
for local produce all winter. As the daylight 
lengthens, more products are available, in-
cluding early pansies and fl owering plants 
for a little glimpse of the future. 

Spring Ledge is also your source 
for local and fresh artisan breads from 
The Good Loaf and Red Hen Bakery. 
We carry pies from Red Barn Farm and 
Home Hill Inn, as well as McNamara 
Dairy milk in glass bottles. McNamara 
Dairy is a family farm in Plainfi eld.  

Find your pasture-raised beef at Spring 
Ledge as well, with Star Lake beef Scot-
tish Highlanders. Star Lake is an active 
and beautiful farm in Springfi eld. Also 
from Springfi eld is Cutting Farm honey, 

Spring Ledge Farm Keeps 
Farm Market Open All Winter

which is available at the farm stand. Lo-
cal fresh eggs are available at Spring 
Ledge from various sources, including 
their own hens, who overwinter in the to-
mato greenhouse, eating seeds and bugs 
and depositing good stuff to provide for 
the next year’s tomato crop. 

While Spring Ledge Farm is busy with 
sowing seeds for the spring and sum-
mer, we do open on Friday afternoons 
and Saturday mornings. New items for 
the winter market include Vermont Cof-
fee Company coffee and bacon from 
Vermont Smoke and Cure, featuring no 
added preservatives. Both are delicious 
parts of your comfort food meals. 

Spring Ledge is offering its Com-
munity Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
program during these winter months. 
Sign up and receive a 5% return on your 
Farm Share dollar. The program works a 
little differently than the traditional CSA. 
Farm Share dollars are used to buy store 
credit, which can be used for any item at 
the farm, no matter the time of year.

 More: SpringLedgeFarm.com. 

NEW HORIZONS HAIRSTYLISTS, LLC 

170 Main Street 

Andover, NH 03216 

(603) 735-5289 

Hair care for the entire family! 

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor

Welcome Holly Noyes to our New Horizons Team!
Mary H. Meier, Proprietor, Stylist

Meghan C. Barton, Stylist
170 Main Street • Andover • 735-5289

Antiques & Artisans TooAntiques & Artisans Too
at The Constant Quilter

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5, Sun 12 to 5 (from Feb 1)
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

Truly Pickers' ParadiseTruly Pickers' Paradise
Ever changing, always fun!Ever changing, always fun!

Support Our Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 

And be sure to thank them for advertising!


