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Madame Ali Colby teaches French to second graders on Friday mornings. 
Here, Anastasia Marriner (far right) is playing a guessing game in French. 
 Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

do so. 
Nelson will now participate in a re-

gional bee in Plymouth in March. Good 
luck! We C-O-N-G-R-A-T-U-L-A-T-E 
you. 

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

On January 11, 21 AE/MS students 
in grades fi ve through eight participated 
in the school-level 2012 Scripps Spell-
ing Bee. This year’s bee was 
full of challenging words such 
as laborious and stratosphere. 

Our AE/MS 2012 Spelling 
Bee Champion is fi fth grader 
Nelson Makechnie. His win-
ning championship round word 
was sphinx. This year’s runner 
up was another fi fth grader – 
Savannah Pease. Third place 
was held by Logan Farley. 

The two fi nalists went 
through nine rounds before we 
were able to declare a winner. 
Savannah will participate at the 
next level if Nelson is unable to 

Front: Noah Berry, Luke Weber, Noah Newton, Britta Johnson, Nelson Make-
chnie, Savannah Pease, Alexis Cate. Middle: Will Cox, Annika Johnson, Logan 
Farley, Cope Makechnie, Curtis Chamberlin, Ronan Walsh. Back: Jacqui Mor-
ris, Carl Hubbard, Kaitlyn French, Hunter Bonk, Riley Anderson, Max Barrett, 
Matt Braley, Jessica Lewis.  Photo: Gail Parenteau

Spelling Bee Champion Nelson Makech-
nie and runner-up Savannah Pease. Pretty 
amazing, as they are fi fth grade students in 
a fi fth through eighth grade spelling bee! 
 Photo: Jane Slayton

AE/MS Spelling Bee

“Plumb, level, and square” are three of the many new words that Savanna 
Donovan is learning as she builds a chicken coop for her senior project at 
MVHS. Craig Perreault helped her fi nish up the framing one day in January. 
 Photo and caption: Tatjana Donovan

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

January is typically a quiet month at 
AE/MS, as we move beyond the holi-
days and settle back into academic rou-
tines. Teachers utilize the long stretch 
of weeks before February vacation for 
projects and long-term assignments.

Bee season is over for another year at 
AE/MS. The Spelling Bee and Geogra-
phy Bee winners now await their next 
competition. Max Barrett, an eighth 
grade student, won the Geography Bee 
at the school level and is waiting for the 
results of a written examination he was 
given. Students who score in the top 100 
advance to the state level of the Bee. 

Nelson Makechnie, a fi fth grade stu-
dent, was named champion at the school 
level for the Spelling Bee. Nelson now 
advances to the regional competition in 
March, and the winner there will go to 
the state level of competition. 

Good luck to Max and Nelson! 
Congratulations also go to Savannah 

Pease, a fi fth grade student who was 
runner-up in the Spelling Bee.

Children in Andover are very for-
tunate to have so many opportunities 
available to them for winter recreation. 
Due to the generosity of the town, all 
students have the affordable option to 
ski or snowboard at Ragged Mountain 
Resort or ice skate at Proctor Acad-
emy’s Teddy Maloney Rink. 

We appreciate the collaborative effort 
of the Andover Recreation Committee, 
First Student Transportation Company, 

and Proctor Academy as they work to-
gether each winter to make this possible 
for the children. 

We are also grateful for the gener-
ous donations of winter equipment. 
Our collection of skates is impressive, 
although we are running low on child-
sized hockey skates. Of course, without 
the parent and community volunteers, 
none of this could happen. We have par-
ents who regularly ski and skate with 
the children and transport all the neces-
sary equipment.

Students also have the opportunity 
to cross-country ski on Monday after-
noons over at the Blackwater Ski Area. 
Lessons, fun, and games are provided 
by the Proctor Academy Nordic team. 
Students are picked up at school and 
transported to the ski area. There are 15 
to 20 skiers taking advantage of this op-
portunity. Although snow continues to 
be sparse in our area, Garry George and 
crew work their snow-making magic, 
so winter sports are uninterrupted for 
Andover.

Ice skating under the lights at the 
town basketball court has been popular 
this year. It is unusual to not see skaters 
in the evening enjoying the ice. What 
a treat for us to have this on school 
grounds and under the lights!

If you have not checked out the AE/
MS Web site lately at Andover.K12.nh.us, 
please do. Chris Connor, our technol-
ogy person, has loaded the site with lots 
of news and information.
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