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From the January 29 Monitor
Roger and Mary Pellerin could have 

done the big things. He worked for Ray-
theon, helping build missiles with a shot 
at becoming an electrical engineer. She 
was an accomplished pianist and pos-
sessed “an intellect that was towering,” 
according to their son, Joe.

But as Yogi Berra is said to have 
said, “Little things are big” – a quote 
Joe Pellerin recounted yesterday at his 
parents’ memorial service, eight days 
after the elderly couple died in a fi re at 
their Andover home.

“My parents never did the big things 
… but these people did all these little 
things, and 40 years later, all of these 
little things have made all of us better, 
better people,” he said. “And I am not 
the man I am today without the lessons 
that they taught me.”

“This is good blood to come from,” 
he added.

The Pellerins had a wide circle in the 
town where they’d lived since the early 
1970s. Several hundred people came out 
yesterday to honor them, packing the 
dining hall at Proctor Academy, where 
they both worked for decades – she as 
a housekeeper, secretary, and shorthand 
teacher, he as a custodian.

“You gather to honor two people 
who obviously have left a mark on this 
community,” said the Reverend Robert 
Biron. “They left their mark just by be-
ing themselves. They represent what is 
best in the community. And that hap-
pens day in and day out, all the time. It’s 
not extraordinary. It’s just beautiful.”

Mary, 80, and Roger, 79, were killed 
January 20 when their house on Mead-
owlark Lane caught fi re.

They’re survived by two sons – Joe Pel-
lerin, who lives in Iowa, and Bob Pellerin, 
who was living with them at the time of 
the fi re – and three grandchildren.

According to Joe, Roger was born in 
Lowell, Massachusetts, and served in the 
Army just after the Korean War, with his 
transport pulling into Tokyo’s harbor the 
day a ceasefi re was declared.

“He always told us they were scared 
he was coming,” Joe Pellerin said be-
fore yesterday’s service.

Mary was born in Melrose, Massa-
chusetts, and married Roger in 1967, a 
few years before they moved north to 
Andover. Roger found a job as a janitor 
at the Monitor, his son said, then went 
to work at Proctor and at Andover’s el-
ementary school.

“He liked seeing, at the end of the 
day, what he had done,” Joe Pellerin 
said. “He took a lot of pride in that.”

And, he said, Proctor Academy’s of-
fer to host the service in the dining hall 
carried special signifi cance.

“My father did this fl oor every day 
for probably 40 years,” he said. “It’s a 
dining hall, but there’s a lot of meaning 
to having it here.”
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A community potluck dance party 
will be held at Bluewater Farm on Sat-
urday, April 7, to benefi t Joe and Bob 
Pellerin, whose parents perished in a 
house fi re on January 20. Doors will 
open for food, beverages (bring your 
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Relatives speaking during the service 
paid tribute to the couple, describing 
them as compassionate, understanding, 
and trustworthy. They were a “perfect 
set of people,” said Dennis Scofi eld, 
Mary’s younger brother.

“If I could be one-quarter of what my 
sister and brother-in-law are and were 
and will always be, because they’re al-
ways going to be in our hearts, I will die 
a satisfi ed man,” he said.

Mary Pellerin – tarot-card reader, 
breast-cancer survivor, and avid cro-
cheter – was a creature of habit, arrang-
ing coffee cups next to the machine just 
so and making cookie batter in advance 
for the entire week, said Amy Pellerin, 
Bob Pellerin’s ex-wife.

“Initially, I really did not understand 
the need for so much sameness. I have 
to be honest: Sometimes it was a little 
irritating,” Amy Pellerin said. “Over the 
years, however, especially as I became 
a parent myself, I came to realize that 
these rituals serve specifi c purposes. 
They were comforting, orienting, and 
organizing for both Mary and Roger.”

The couple didn’t agree on every-
thing, including Mary’s fondness for 
the television show Star Trek.

“Roger, however, couldn’t get out of 
the room fast enough when it came on,” 
Amy Pellerin said. “On a day when he 
was particularly annoyed with this, he 
looked at Mary and said, ‘Why is it they 
say ‘to boldly go where no man has gone 
before,’ yet when they arrive, Mary, there 
are already people there?’ Mary gave him 
the look that we all know, and he smugly 
walked out of the room with a smile.”

In their later years, Mary, in declin-
ing health, expressed concern about 
being left alone if her husband passed 
away fi rst.

“I cannot and I will not make sense 
of what happened last Friday,” Amy 
Pellerin said, her voice thick with emo-
tion. “I can simply take solace in the 
fact that Mary and Roger are together 
for eternity. Her greatest fear was never 
realized, and for that, I am grateful.”

Ben Leubsdorf can be reached at 
369-3307 or bleubsdorf@cmonitor.com.
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Father Robert Biron offered a prayer at a celebration of the lives of Roger and 
Mary Pellerin on January 28 at the Proctor Academy Dining Hall. 
 Photo: Alex Estin
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own!), and fellowship at 5 PM. Nick’s 
Other Band will play late into the eve-
ning for dancers and rock ‘n roll enthu-
siasts. Admission is free, but donation 
jars will be available to support the Pel-
lerins. Bring a dish and join us for a fun 
evening and a great cause on April 7!
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