
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 12 • The Andover Beacon • March 2012

town meetings and likely many of you 
will know my voice. 

As a member of the Cemetery Trust-
ees for the last two years, I undertook 
the task of modernizing their computer 
software and their database, all through 
my own labor without spending a dime 
of taxpayer money. I am a hard worker, 
and I am innovative. 

As a member of the East Andover 
Volunteer Fire Department, I’ve done 
maintenance work and helped with their 
computer equipment. I am a perennial 
volunteer at the annual Chicken BBQ 
and Christmas Tree Sale since I came 
to live in Andover. 

As a member of the Andover Ser-
vice Club I’ve baked a lot of apple pies 
for bake sales. My aim is always to con-
tribute what I can.

I have an Associate’s Degree in elec-
tronics, and I’ve worked as an electron-
ics technician. I’ve also been a line cook 
and an eighteen-wheel truck driver. For 
the past eight years I’ve worked for the 
gas company as a technician. I was re-
cently promoted to foreman. I guess 
you could say that my collar is a little 
blue. I know what it’s like to try to make 
ends meet when times are hard. And I 
know the difference between a want 

and a need. I think the Town needs this 
knowledge, too.

I am a hard worker. Neighbors know 
me as someone who will help them in 
need. I hope you’ll give me the chance 
to work for you.

Robert 
Richardson

I am 36 years 
old and I have 
lived in Andover 
for the past eight 
years with my 
wife Karen and 
my son Brandon. 
I am running for selectman, but I must 
admit this will be a new experience for 
me. I am originally from Tyngsborough, 
which is a small town in Massachusetts 
just over the border of New Hampshire. 
My family owned and ran a dairy farm 
there until I was 14.

For 17 years, I worked for the Town 
of Tyngsborough Highway Department, 
plowing and maintaining the roads in 
the winter. As the town grew, I noticed 
many of the good people were moving 
out of town. Although these people liked 
small town living, they didn’t appreciate 
the increased commercialism and simply 
couldn’t afford to live there anymore be-
cause of the tax increases. This was dif-
fi cult for me because I was proud to call 
these people my neighbors. I am running 
for selectman because I love small-town 
living and I don’t want to see the same 
thing happen to the people of Andover.

I am a Republican and a supporter of 
Ron Paul. I think that if Paul does not 
get elected, this country and our gov-
ernment will be in big trouble. Our gov-
ernment is too big, it costs too much to 
run, and it takes too long to vote on im-
portant issues. I want to be a voice for 
the people of Andover and hope you’ll 
vote for me at the polls. 

Budget Committee

Neil (Arch) Weathers
Age: 63. Graduated Deerfi eld Acad-

emy, 1967; St. Lawrence University, BS 
in Geology, 1971; graduate program, 
Economic Geology at University of Ver-
mont, 1973-75. Married, wife Mary. Two 
children, both married. Occupation: Pub-
lisher, President, Dunham Publishing Ser-
vice. Trustee, Andover Historical Society. 

My family’s connection to the Lake 
Sunapee area goes back to the 1920s when 
my grandparents purchased one of the 
Granliden Hotel “cottages” on the lake. 
Every summer my grandmother gave her 
16 grandchildren a summer-long vaca-
tion. Because of this deep connection, we 
have the family property still intact.

I spent my teenage summers work-
ing for Bill Kidder at Kidder’s Garage 
in New London then full time after col-
lege. The place I had called home since 
birth now became my permanent resi-
dence, and I’ve never looked back. 

My wife and I moved to Andover in 
November of 2009 and decided to con-
tribute whatever effort time would allow.

The Budget Committee is an impor-
tant element of any town, especially small 
ones. With the School Budget making 
up over 80% of our annual budget and 
many line items out of our local control, 
the challenges are immense. Having the 
time to become well informed about 
each expense category is critical in de-
signing a responsible budget. I hope to 
do just that should I be elected.

James Delaney, Sr.
I am running because I feel some of 

the current Budget Committee members 
have tunnel vision. I feel that some of their 
decisions have cost the town of Andover 
money. When you put off a project of any 
kind, you have to think a little into the fu-
ture. If we say “No” to a project that will 
cost us, say, $3,000 this year, what will 
that same project cost us next year? 

You can use the Highway Depart-
ment for an example. If, say, you have a 
project that they want to do this year for 
the sum of $3,000 and you say, “No, we 
cannot afford it. We can do it next year,” 
that same project may cost you 20% 
more next year. This is what I mean by 
tunnel vision. 

I know you have to try to manage the 
budget, but you also have to look into 
the future to see if by turning some-
thing down now, how much is it going 
to hurt you in the future? 

I have lived in Andover for most of 
my 62 years. I left in 1966 to join the 
US Marines; I served four years. I got 
an honorable discharge, went to Massa-
chusetts, got married, and came back to 
Andover. I have raised three sons. Two 
of them still live in Andover with their 
families, so you see I only have the good 
of Andover at heart. I would appreciate 
your vote on Election Day. 

Robert Ward
I live with 

my wife Kathy 
at 118 Main 
Street. Since I 
fi rst moved to 
Andover in 1968, 
I have been ap-
pointed by the 
Selectmen to several different boards 
or committees, including the Planning 
Board and the Conservation Commis-
sion, and also was appointed by the Se-
lectmen as Andover’s representative to 
the Lakes Region Planning Commission. 
I also served as Chairman of Andover’s 
Bicentennial Committee in 1979.

I was elected by Town Meeting to 
several terms on the Budget Committee 
during the 1970s and early 1980s.

In 1982 I was presented the Com-
munity Service Award by Andover’s 
Blackwater Grange for outstanding 
service to our town. I have served as 
chairman of the Andover Fourth of July 
Committee from 1974 to 1982 and again 
from 2004 to 2012. I am president of the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail, the 
group which has built the rail trail run-
ning through Andover. 

The Fourth of July celebration and 
the rail trail are two things which ben-
efi t Andover greatly but which are done 
without costing Town tax dollars. I sup-
port this approach to improving our 
town without adding to the cost of town 
government.
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VOTE
JOANNA
SUMNER

TOWN CLERK
TAX COLLECTOR

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
11:30 A.M. – 7 P.M.

Experience counts …
you can COUNT

on Joanna.
3 BR, 2.5 BA. Wood or oil heat. Lots of space on a quiet road. 

2+ acres • 24 Tilton Brook Road, East Andover • $250,000
STACEY VIANDIER • Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate • 526-4116 • www.CBMilestone.com
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